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IN PARADISUM AMISSAM 



SUMMI POETi£ 
JOHANNIS M I L r O N L 

OUI legis Amiflam ParadiAim, grandia magnt 
Carmina Miltoni, quid nifi cunfla legis } 
Res cun£hi8, & cunftarum primordia rerum, 

£t fata, & fines continet ifte liber. 
Intiml panduntur magni penetralia mundiy 

Scribitur & toto quicquid in orbe latet : 
Terraequc, traftufquc maris, coelumque profunduai« 

Sulphiireumque Erebi, flammivomumque fpecus s 
Quaeque colunt terras, pontumque, tc Tartara caeca^ 

Quaeque cohint furami Inckia regna poli : 
£t quodctinque ullis concluAim eft finibus ufquanif 

£t fine fine dhaos, & (Ine fine Deus : 
£t fine fine magis, fi quid magis eft fine fine. 

In Chrifto erga homines conciliatus amor. 
H«c qui fpcraret quis crederet efle futura ? 

£t tamen hxc hodie terra Britanna legit. 
O quantos in bcUa duces \ quae protulit ^nna ! 

Quae canit, & quanta prxlia dira tuba ! 
Coeleftes acies ! atque in certamine coelum ! 

Et quae coeleftcs pugna deceret agros ! 
Quantns in aethereis tollit fe Lucifer armis ! 

Atque ipfo graditur vix Michaelc minor ! 
Quantis, & quam fuxieftis concurritur irii, 

Dum ferus hie fteUas protcgit, ille rapit t 
Vol. I. A Dum 



Where couidft thou words of fuch a compaft find< 
Whence furnifti fuch a vaft expence of mind i 
Jhift Heaven thee, like Tireiiasy to requite 
Rewards with prophecy thy lofs of fight. 

Well might'fl: thou fcom thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfc fecure; 
While the town-bays writes all the while and fpells^ 
And like a pack-horfe tires without his bells : 
Their fancies like our bufhy-points appear, 
The poets tag them, we for faihion wear. 
I too, tranfported by the mode, offend. 
And while I meant to praife thee muft commend. 
Thy verfe created like thy theme fublime. 
Number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhyme. 

Andrew Marvell. 

To Mr. J O H N MILTON, 
Oil his Poem entitled PARADISE LOST. 

OThou ! the wonder of the prefent age. 
An age immerft in luxury and vice ; 
A race of triflers ; who can reliih naught 
3ut the gay iflue of an idle brain : 
How couidft thou hope to pleafe this tinfel race ? 
Though blind, yet with the penetrating eye 
Of intelleftual light thou doft furveys 
The labyrinth perplexed of Heaven^s decrees ; 
And with a quill, plucked from an angcl^s wing. 
Dipt in the* fount that laves th' eternal throne. 
Trace the dark paths of providence divine, 
«< And juftify the ways of God to Man.'* 
. ^ 3 ■ ' ' p/C, s6So. 
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THE VERSE. 



"^HE meafurc is Engliih heroic vcrfe without 
rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and of 
gil in Latin ; rhyme being no neceffary adjund 
rue ornament of poem or good vcrfe, in longer 
ks efpecially, but the invention of a barbarous 
, to fct off wretched matter and Jame meter; 
ced indeed fince by the ufe of fome famous 
Jem poets, carried away by cuilom, but much 
heir own vexation, hindrance, and con drain t 
sxprefs many things otherwife, and for the 
[I part worfe than elfe they would have expreHed 
m. Not without caufe therefore fome both 
;ian and Spanifh poets of prime note have re- 
ed rhyme both in longer and Ihortcr works, as 
'C alfo long fmce our bed Englifh tragedies, as 
ling of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial and 
ao true mulical delight; which confifts only in 
numbers, fit quantity of fy llables, and the 
fc varioufly drawn out from one verfe intoano- 
r, not in the jingling found of like endings, a 
It avoided by the learned Ancients both in 
rtry and all good oratory. This negleft then 
VoU? I. B . of 
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of rhyme fo little is to be taken for a defeat, though 
it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers, that it 
rather is to be efteemed an example fet^ the firft 
in Englifli, of andent liberty recovered to heroic 
poem, from the troublefome and modern bondage 
of rhyming. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

This firft Book propofes, firft in brief, the whole fub- 
jeft, Man's difobedience, and the lofs thcxeupon of 
Paradife wherein he was plac'd : Then touches the 
prime caufe of his fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan 
m the ferpent j who revolting from God, and draw- 
ing to his fide many legions of Angels, was by the 
command of God driven out of Heaven with all his 
crew into the great deep. Which action pafsM over, 
the poem haftes into the midft of things, prefenting 
Satan with his Angels now falling into Hell, defcrib'd 
here, not in the center (for Heaven and Earth may 
he . fuppos'd as yet pot made, certainly not yet ac- 
QirsM) but in a place of utter darknefs, fitlieft calPd 
Chaos : Here Satan with his Angels lying on the 
burning lake, thunder-ftruck and ailoniiliM, after 
a certain fpace recovers, as from confufion, calls up 
him who next in order and dignity lay by him ; they 
confer of their miferable fall. Satan awakens all 
his legions, who lay till then in the fame manner 
confounded : They rife, their numbers, array of 
battely. their chief leaders nam'd, according to the 
, idols known afterwards in Canaan and the countries 
adjoining. To thefe Satan direcls his fpeech, com- 
forts them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but 
tells them laftly or a new world and new kind of 
creature to be created, according to an ancient pro- 
phecy or report in Heaven j for that Angels were 
long before this vifible creation, was the opinion of 
many ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
prophecy, and what to determin thereon, he refers 
to a full council. What his aflbciates thence at- 
tempt. Pandemonium the palace of Satan rifes, 
fuddenly built out of the deep: The infernal peert 
-there fit in council. 



[ 5 ] 

PARADISE LOST^ 
BOOK 1. 

OF Man^s firft diTobediencey and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe» 
With lois of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful feat, 
Sing, heav'nly Mufe, that on the fccret top 
Of Ord), or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That ihepherd, who firft taught the chofen feed. 
In the beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos : «0r if Sion hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloa^s brook that flowM 
Faft by the oracle of God j I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my adventrous fong. 
That with no middle (light intends to foar 
Above th* Aonian mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thou, O Spi'rit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure, 
Inftru£k me, for Thou know' ft ; Thou from the firft 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft bix>oding on the vaft abyfs. 
And mad*ft it pregnant ;- what in me is d«rk . 
I ... B 3 Illuming 
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IllumiOi what is low raife and fupport ^ 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may afle^ eternal Piovideace, 
And jnftify the ways of Gt>d to Men. 

Say firfty for Heaven hides nothing from thy yie\ 
Nor the deep trad of Hell, % firft what caiife 
MovM our grand parents, in that happy ftate, 
Favor'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and tnuoigfds hit will 
For one reftcaint^ lords of the world befides ? 
Who fitfi; Muc'd diem to that fool revolt f 
Th' infernal Serpmt; he it was, whoft guile, 
Stirr'd up with enyy and rsvtpgt^ deceiy^d 
The mother of mankind, what time bis pride 
Had caft him out from Heay*n» with all bis hoft- 
Of reb^l Angels, by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himfelf in glory* above bis peers. 
He trufted to have equaled the moft High^ 
If he ^ippfrMj apd with ambitious aim 
Againft the throne and monaocby. of Qod 
RaisM impious war in Heaven aqd battel proiid 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty Power 
Hurled headjong flaming i^om tb; etbenal iky« 
With hideous niia and combuftion, down 
To bottomkfr perditioih there to dweU 
In adamantia chain* and penal fire, 
VAi0^^aaAMf tb* Omnipotent to amis. 
Nine timee the fipttct that mea£ai«». day and night 
To mortal meftf be with his bocrid crew 
X«7 i9n<faUk^p toUdnf in tb^ Bsrj gulf, 

Confou: 
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Confounded though immortal t But his doom 
Reierv'd Kim to more vrrzik ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happincfs and lafting pain 
Tonnents him j. round he throws his baleful cycs^ 
That witnefs^d huge affii6tion and diimay 
MixM with obdurate pride and fbdfaft hate i 
At once, as far as Angels ken* he views 
The (tifmad iituation wafte and wild ; 
A dungeon horrible on all fides round 
As one great furnace flam*d, yet from thofe flame* 
No lighty but rather darknefs riiible 
ServM pnly to difcorer fights of woe. 
Regions of ibiTow, dolefid ihades, where peace 
And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 
That cosnes to all ; but torture without end 
Still urgesy and a fiery dekige, fed 
With cver-bumifig fulphur tt0CQ»f«lin*d t 
Such place eteroal Juftlc& had prepared 
For thofe rebellious, here tfaeir pris'on ordam'd 
In utter darkmefs^ aad ibeir portaon iet 
As far removed from God asid Hght of Heiy*B» 
As from the eenter thrice to th' utaaoft poh. 
O boPMT unlike the place fi^om whsnoe they lell I 
There the companions of hU fall, overwhelmed 
With floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuous fvn% 
He foon difcems, and welt^rmg by his fide 
One next himfelf in powV, and Aext in crime, 
Long after known in Paleftine, and nam*d 
Beelzebub^ To whom th* Arch-Encmy, 
And thence in Heav'n call'd Satan, witb bold word» 
B 4. Breakin^^ 
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Breaking the horrid filence thus began. 

If. thou bceft he J but O how falPn I how changM 
From him, who in the happy realms of light 
Clotlj'd with tranfcendent brightnefs didft outfhine 
Myriads though bright ! If he whom mutual league. 
United thoaights and counfels, equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprife^ 
JoinM with me once, now mifery hath joinM 
In equal iii'in : into what pit thou feeft 
From what highth fallen, fo much the ftronger prov'd 
He with his thunder : and till then who kn^w 
The force of thofe dire aims ? yet not for thofe. 
Nor what the potent vi6lor in his rage 
Can elfe inflifb^ do I repent or change. 
Though ch^ng'd in outward luftre, that fixM mind^ 
And high difdain from fenfe of injurM merit, 
. That with th& Mightieft raisM me to contend, 
And to the fiercn contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits arm'd, 
That durft diflike his reign, and me prefening. 
His utnvoft pow'r with adverfc pow'r opposM 
In dubious battel on the. plains of Heaven, 
And ihook his throne. What though the field be loft t 
All is not loft ; th* unconquerable will. 
And ftpdy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield, 
And what is clfe not to be overcome ; 
That glory never fhall his wi-ath or might 
Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 
yf^ fuppliant knee, and deify his power, 

Wha 
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Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire -, that were low indeed, 
That were an ignominy' and iliame beneath 
This downfall ; fince by fate the ftrength of Gods 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail, 
Since through experience of this great event 
In arms not worfe, in forefight much advanc'dy 
We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to oui* grand foe. 
Who now triumphs, and in th' excefs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of Heaven. 

So fpake th* apoftate Angel, though in pain. 
Vaunting aloud, but rackM with deep defpair : 
And him thus anfwerM foon his bold compeer. 

O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th\imbatterd Seraphim to war 
Under thy condu6(, and in dreadful deeds 
Fearlefs, indangerM Heav*n*8 perpetual king. 
And put to proof his high fupremacy. 
Whether upheld by ftrength^ or chance, or fate | 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event. 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loft us Heav*n, and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible deftru£^ion laid thus low, 
As far as Gods and heavenly effences 
Can perifh : for the mind and fpi'rit remains 
Invincible, and vigor foon returns. 
Though all our glory' extin£^, and happy ftate 
Here fwallow'd up in cndlcfs mifery. 

But 
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But what if he our conqueror (whom I now 

Of force believe almighty^ iince no left 

Than fuch could have o'cr-pow'rM fach force as oursi^ 

Have left us this our fpi*rit and ftrcngth entire 

Strongly to fuiier and fupport our pains. 

That we may fo fufiice lus vengeful ire» 

Or do him mightier fenrice as his thi-alls 

By right of war, whate^r his buiinefs be> 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire. 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep j 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminiih'd, or eternal being 

To undergo eternal puniihment ? 

Whereto ¥rith fpeedy words th^ Arch-Fiead reply*d« 

Fall*n Cbemby to be weak is miferable 
Doing or fttffenng : but of this be fure, 
To do ought good never will be our taJk^ 
But ever to do ill our foU delight. 
As be'ing the contrary to his high will 
Whomwerefift. If then his providence 
Out of our evil ieek to bring ^th good. 
Our labor muft be to pervert that end. 
And out of good ftill to find ineans of evil ^ 
Which oft-times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and diilurb 
His inmoft counfeU hom their deftin^d aim^ 
But fee the angry villor hath recalled 
His minifters of vengeance and purfuit 
Back to the gates of Heav*n : the fulphiirous haif 
Shot after us In ftoroii a'crblown hath laid 
.; - The 
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The fiery fargOy that from the precipico 

Of Heaven received w faUings and dv thuDder» 

Winged with red ligfatntag and impetuoos rage« 

Perhaps hath fpent kis fliaftty and ceaies now 

To bellow through the vaft and bowHileit deep. 

Let us not flip th* occafios, whether fcom. 

Or fixate farj yield it ffom our foe. 

Seeft thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and mldp 

The feat of delohrtion» void of light, 

Save what the glimnierHig of thefe lirid ianes 

Cafts pale and dreadful f Thither let ua tend 

From off the toffing of thefe fiery wares. 

There reft» if any reft can harbour there, 

And re-aflembling eur aftij^ed Powers, 

Confult how we oiay henceforth moft oflend 

Our enemy, our own loA^ how repak, 

How overcome thtt dire calamity. 

What rohforoenient we may gain from hope. 

If not what relblution from defpair. 

Thus SaiB» talking to hia nentft mate 
Witk head «p-Kft above the wave, and eyet 
That fparkliag biaa*d, his other parts befidea 
Prone on ^ fieod, extended long and hurge 
Lay floting many a paod, in bulk as huge 
As vdiom the fMn name of monftrous fite, 
Titanian, or Baitk-bom, that warrM on Jove, 
Briareos or Typhoo, whom the den 
]^y ancient Tteive hel^ or ihat fta-beafr 
Leviathan, which God of aM-his worka 
Created hvgtft=tha& fwilft tk* ocaan Urtam : 

Hina 
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Him haply flumb'ring on the Norway foam 

The pilot of fome fmall night-founderM fkiiF 

Deeming fome Hand, oft, as fea-men tell. 

With fixed anchor in his fkaly rind 

Moors by his fide under the lee, while night 

Invefts the fea, and wiihed mom delays : 

So ftrctch'd out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay 

ChainM pn the burning lake, nor ever thenoe 

Had ris'n or heavM his head, but that the will 

And high permiilion of all-ruling Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns. 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 

Evil to others, and enragM might fee 

How all hin malice ferv'd but to bring forth 

Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy fhown 

On Man by him feduc'd, but on himfelf 

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ftature ; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires, and rolPd 

In billows, leave i'th'' midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fteers his flight 

Aloft, incumbent on the dufky air 

That felt unufual weight, till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn*d 

With folid, as the lake with liquid fire $ 

And fuch appjear'd in hue, as when the force 

Of fubterranean wind tranfpdrts a hill 

Torn from Pdorus, or the (hatterM fide . . 

Of 
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Of thundering ^tna, whofe combuftible 
And fuerd entrails thence conceiving fire, 
SublimM with mineral fury, aid the winds. 
And leave a Tinged bottom all involved 
With ftench and fmoke : Such refting found the fole 
Of unbleft feet. Him followM his next mate, 
Both glorying to have 'fcap'd the Stygian flood 
As Gods, and by their ovm recovered fh'cngth. 
Not by the fufferance of fupemal Power. 

Is this the region, this the foil, the clime. 
Said, then the lofl Arch- Angel, this the feat 
That we muft change for Heav'n, this mournful glooni 
For that celeftial light? Be' it fo, fmce he 
^Vho now is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What ihali be right: fartheft from him is beft, 
"Whom reas'on hath equaled, force hath made fupreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells : Hail horrors, hail 
Infei-nal world, and thou profoundeft Hell 
Receive thy new pofieflbr; one who brings 
A mind not to be changM by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itfelf 
Can make a Heav'n of Hellj a Hell of Heaven. 
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame. 
And what I ihould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at lead 
We fliall be freej th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition though in Hell s 
I •*■! Better 
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Better to reign in Hell, than ienre in Heaven. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friend8» 
Th^ aflbciates and copartners of our lofs. 
Lie thus aftoni(h*d on th* oblivious pooU 
And call them not to ihare with us their part 
In this unhaf^ manfion, or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may he yet 
RegainM in Heaven, or what more loft in Hell f 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfwerM. Leader of thofe armies bright. 
Which but th^ Omnipoteiit none could have foiPdy 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it nig'd, in all aflaults 
Their furcft fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they lie 
Groveling and proftrate on yon lake of fire. 
As we ere while, aftounded and amazed. 
No wonder, fallen fuch a pernicious highth. 

He fcarce. had ceas'd when the fuperior Fiend 
Was moving tow^ard the ihore $ his ponderous ihie] 
Ethereal temper^ mafly, large and round. 
Behind him caft$ the broad circumference 
Hung on his flioulders like the moon, who& osb 
Through optic glafs the Tufcan artift. views 
At evening from the top of FefoU, 
Or in Valdamo, to defcry new lands. 
Rivers or mountains in het fpotty globe* 
His fpear, te equal which the talleft pint 
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Hewn on Norwegian hiUt> to be the maft 

Of fome great amnursd, were but a wandy 

He walked with to fupport uneafy ftept 

Oyer the burning marie, not like thoie ftept 

On Heaven's azure, and the torrid clime 

Smote on him fore beddes, vaulted with firet 

Nathlefs he fo indur'd, till on the beach 

Of that inflamed fea he ftood> and caird 

His legions. Angel forms, who lay intrancM 

Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the broolu- 

In Vallombrofa, where th' Etrurian ihades 

High over-arch'd imbow'r } or fcatter*d fedge 

Aflote, when with fierce winds Orion ann'd 

Hath vex'd the Red-Sea cbaft, whoie waves o*ertiut^ 

Bufiris and his Men^hka chivalry. 

While with pei€dtous hatred they purfued 

The fojoumers of Goflien, who beheld 

From the fafe fliore their floting carcafes 

And broken chariot wheels : fo thick be ft ro w tt 

Abje6l and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He caird fo loud, that all the hollow deep 

Of Hell refotmded. Princes, PotenUtes, 

Warriors, the fldw'r of Heav*n, once your's, nowJoft^ 

If fuch aftonifliitient as this can feife 

Eternal Spi^rits ; or have ye chos*n this place 

After the toil of battel to repoft 

Your wearied virtue, for the eafe you And 

To flumber here, as in the vales of Heave|&? 

Or in this abjoft ptftwe haft ye fw«Mi 
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To' adore the conqueror ? who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 
With fcattcr'd arms and enfigns, till anon 
His Iwift purfuers from Heav'n gates difccrn 
Th* advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drobping, or with liniced thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arife, or be for ever faH'n. 

They heard, and were abafhM, and up they fprung 
Upon tfhe wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Roufe and beftir themfelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
ffi which they were, or the fierce pains not feel j 
Yet to their general's voice they foon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's fon, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coall, up call'd a pitchy cloud 
Of locufts, v/ai-ping on the eaftern wind. 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night,, and ddrken'd all the land of Nile : 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels fcen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell 
iTwixt upper, . nether, and furrounding fires j 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' up-lifted fpear 
Of their great Sultah waving to direct 
Their courfe, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimflone, and fill all the plain ; 
A multitude, like which the populous nortli 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins^ to psUi» 

Rhcng 
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Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarout font 

Came like a deluge on the fouth, and fpread 

Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan fands. 

Forthwith from every fquadron and each band 

The heads and leaders thither haftc where ftood 

Their great commander ; Godlike fliapei and fonm$ 

Excelling human, princely Dignities, 

And Powers that erft in Heaven fat on thrones { 

Though of their names in heavenly records now 

Be no memorial, blotted owt and ras'd 

By their rebellion from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the fons of Eve 

Got them new names, till wandVing o'er the earth. 

Through God's high fufferance for the tiial of man. 

By falfities and lies the greateft part 

Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 

God their Creator, and th* invifible 

Glory of him that made them to transform 

Oft to the image of a brute, adom'd 

With gay i^ligions full of pomp and gold. 

And Devils to adore for Deities : 

Then were they known to men by various names. 

And various idols through the Heathen world. 

Say, Muie, their names then known, who firft, who ItA^ 

Roused from the (lumber, on that fiery couch, 

At their great emp'ror's call, as next in worth 

Came ftngly where he ilood on the bare ftrand. 

While the promifcuous crot:d ftood yet aloof. 

The chief were thofe who from the pit of Hell 

Roaming to feek ihtir prey on earth, durft Ex 

■ Voi. I. C Their 
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Their feats long after next the feat of God, 

Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 

Among the nations round, and durft abide 

Jehovah' thundering out of Sion, throned 

Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 

Within his fanfluary itfelf their flirines. 

Abominations ; and with curfed things 

His holy rites and folemn feafts profan'd. 

And with their darknefs durft a^ont his light. 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmearM with blood 

Of human facriHce, and parents tears, 

Though for the noife of diiims and timbrels loud 

Their childrens cries unheard, that pafsM thix>ugh f 

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 

Worfhipt in Rabba and her watry plain^ 

In Argob and in Bafan, to the fti*cam 

Of utmoft Arnon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againft the temple^ of God 

On that opprobrious hill, and Qiauie his grove 

The pleafant valley' of Hinnom» Tophet thence- 

And black Gehenna call'd, the type of H^U. 

t^ext Chen^os, th' obfcene dread of Moab's fons^ . 

From Ai^oar to Neh«D, and the wild 

Of foutl^oft Abarim i in Hefebon 

And Hq^naim, Sieon's realQi« b^rond 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma^dad with vinesj^ 

And Eleale to the Afphaltic pool. 

f^r his 9tb^ xmae^^ when he entjc;4 

ifti 



Krael in Sittim on their march from Nile 
To do him wanton* rites, which* coft thentwocv- 
Yet thence his luftful' orgies he inlarg^d* 
Ev'n to that hill of Tcandaly hy the grorc 
Of Moloch Homicide, luft hard By hate-;* 
Till good Joiiah drove them thence to Hell, 
With thefe came they, who from the hoixl'ring ffoo<f 
Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 
Egypt from Syrian ground, had' general' names 
Of Baaliin and A/Htaroth, thofe male,. 
Thefe feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe- 
Can either fbc aflume, or both ; fo foft 
And uncompounded is their efftnce pure. 
Not tyM or manacled withjoint or limb> 
Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of bones^ 
Like cumbrous flefh ; but in what ihape they chooiStr 
Dilate or condensed, bright or obfcure,. 
Can execute their aery purpofes,. 
And works of love or enmity fulfil. 
For thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook* 
Their livmg-ftrengtM, and unfrequented Ifcft 
His righteous -altar, bowing lowly down- 
To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as low 
BowM down in battel, funk befoiv the fpear* 
Of deipiddrfe foes. With thefe in troop 
Came Aftorethi whom the Phoenicians caird' 
Aftarte, queen of Heav'n, with crefcent horns j) 
To whofe bright image nightly by the moon • 
Sidonian virgins paid their vows and fongs^, 
] In Sion alfo'ootunfung, where flood. 
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Her temple on fJi' «£Feniiye mountain, built 
By tha^ iixonous king, whofe heart though large, 
Beguird by fair idolatreffes, fell 
To idols foul. Thamnauz came next behind^ 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damfels to lament his fate 
Ik aneiorous ditties all a fummer's day, 
While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the fea, fupposM with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-tajc 
Infe£led Sion^8 daughters with like heat, 
Whofe wanton paflions in the facrcd porch 
Ezekiel faw, .when by die vifion led 
His eye furvey'd the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Next came one 
Wfto ttoum'd in earned, when the captive ark 
Maim*d his b^te image, head and hands lopt off 
In his own temple, on the grunfel edge, 
Where he fell flat,. and fham'd his worfhipersj 
Pagon his name, fea monfter, upward man 
And downward fifli : yet had his temple high 
RearM in Azotus, dreaded through the coaft 
Of Paleftine, in Gath and Afcalon, 
And Accaron and Gaza's fix>ntier boundis. 
Him followed Rimm<m, whofe delightful fqat 
Was fair Pamafcus, on the fertil banks 
Of Ab|>ana and Pharphar, lucid ftreams. 
He alfo' agaifift die hoiife of God was bold : 
A leper onqe he loft, and gained a kiag, 
Ahaz his fottifh conqu'ror, whom he drew . . 

God'« 
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God's altar to dir^iarAge aad difplace 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 

His odious ofFeringSy and adore the Gods 

Whom he had TanquifliM. After thefe appeared 

A crew who under names of old renown, 

Ofiris, Ifis, Orns, and their train, 

With monftrous ih2^>e8 and forcerics abused 

Fanatic Egypt and her priefts, to feek 

Their wandering Gods difguisM in brutifli fbrmt 

Rather than human. Nor did Ifrael Tcapt 

Th' infe6lion, when their borrowed gold compos*<l • 

The calf in Oreb; and the rebel king 

Doubled that On in Bethel and in Dan, 

Likening his Maker to the grazed ox, 

Jehovah, who in one night when he pafsM ' 

From Egypt marching, equaled with one ftroke 

Both her firft-bprn and all her bleating Gods. 

Belial came laft, than whom a Spi'rit more lewd 

Fell not from Heaven, or more grofs to love 

Vice for itfelf : to him no temple flood 

Or altar fiuokM ; yet who more oft than ht 

Iq tempks aod ac altars, wl^en the prieft 

Turns «theift, as did Eirs Ions, who fill'd 

With lufl and violence the houfe of God f 

In courts and palaces he aifo reigns 

And in luxurious cities, where the noife 

Of ri'ot afcends above their ioftieft towers. 

And inj«ry and outrage : and when night 

Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the fons 

Of Belial, flown wkh infolencc and wine. 

C 3 Witncfs 
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Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door 
ExposM a matron to avoid worfc rape. 
Thefe Kta'e the prime in order and in might ; 
The reft were long to .tell, though far renoaRrn'd? 
Th' Ionian Gods, of Javan's iflue held 
•Gods, yet confefsM later than Heav'n and Earth, 
Their boafted parents : Titan Heay'n's firft-bom. 
With his .enormous brood, and birthright feis^d 
By younger Saturn^ he from mightier Jove 
His 9WJQ and Rhea's fon like meagre found ; 
So Jove ufurping reign'd : thefe firft in Crete 
And Ida known, thence «n the fnowy top 
Of cold Olympus nil'd the middle air, 
Their higheft Heav'n^ or on the Delphian cliff. 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
Of Doric land $ or who with Satujm old 
Fled ovpr Adria to th' Hefperian fields. 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utraoft iles. 

All thefe and more ^ame flocking ; but with- kx^^ 
Down caft aad damp, yet fuch wherein appeared 
Obfcure fome glimpfc of joy, to' have found their chief 
Not in defpait, to' have foimd themfelves not loft 
in lofs itfelf ; which on his «ount' nance caft 
Like doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblanc^ of .worth not fabftance, gently rai«'d 
Their fainting-conrage, and difpell'd their fear»« 
Then ftrait command* that at the warlike foun4 
Of trumpets loud and clarions b€uprear-d .. 

His 



lookL PARADISE LOST. i| 

His mighty ftandard : that proud honor damM 
Azazel as his right, a Cherub tall j 
Who forthwith from the glittering ftaff unfurled 
Th* imperial eniigU} which full high advanced 
Shone like a. meteor ftreaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden luftre rich imblazM, 
Serapldc arms and trophies j all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial founds : 
At which the univerfal hoft up fent 
A ihouty that tore HelPs concave, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand banners rife into the air 
With, orient colors waving t with them rofe 
A foreft huge of fpears ; and thronging helms. 
AppearM, and ferried ihields in thick array 
Of depth timmeafiurable : aaon they move 
In perfe6l phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes and foft recorder $ fuch as raised 
To highth of nobleft temper heroes old 
Arming to battel, and inftead of rage 
Deliberate valor breath'd, firm and unmoved • 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; 
Nor vtranting powV to mitigate and fwage 
With folemn touches troubled thoughts j and^hafe 
Angnifli and doubt and fear and fon-ow* and pain 
From mortal or immortsd minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
MovM on in filence to foft pipes, that charmM 
Their painful lUps o*er the burnt ^^il ^ and qow 

C 4. Adranc*d 
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AdvancM in view they ftand, a horrid froat 
Of dreadful lengtli and d&ziing armSy in guiie 
Of warriors old with orderM fpear and fliield^ 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impofe : He through the armed files 
Darts his experienced eye» and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views, their oixier duc^ 
Their vifages and dature as of Gods : 
Their number laft he funM« And now his heirt 
Diftends with pride, and hardening in his firengtk 
Glories : for never fince created man 
Met fuch imbodied force, as nam'd with thefe 
Could merit more than that fmall infantry 
Warr'd-on by cranes ; though ail the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were join'd 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on ea^ fidt 
MixM with auxiliar Gods ; and what rcfounds 
In fable or romance of Uther's fon 
Begirt with Britiih and Amroric knights { 
And all who fmce, baptizM or inlidei, 
Jonftcd in Afpramont or Montalban, 
Damafco, or Marocco, or Trebifond, 
Or whom $iferta fcnt from Afric (hore. 
When Charlemain with all his peerage fell 
By Fontajrabbia. Thus far thefe beyond 
Compare of mortal provirefs, ytt obferv'd 
Their dread commander ; he abov« t^ reft 
In fhape and gefture proudly eminent 
Stood like a towVj his forth had yet not loft 
AU h,cr original brightnefe^ nor appeared 
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Lefs than Arch-Angel ruin*d> and th* excefs 
Of glory* o^icur'ds as when the fun new rifim 
Looks through the horizontal milly air 
Shorn of his beams^ or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipfe dif^hxiut twilight (hedt 
On half the Aations, and with fear of change 
Perplexes moaarcht. (l>arken*d fOf yet ihone 
Above them all th* Arch- Angei : but his face 
Deep fears of thunder had intren€h*d, and care 
Sat on his faded che^y but under brows 
Of dauntleis courage, and confiderate pride 
Waiting revenge i cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remocft and pafiion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
(Far otJier onct beheld an blifs) condemned 
For ever now to have their lot in pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amerc'd 
Of Heav'n, and from eternal fpkndors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithfal how they ftood, 
Their glory wither*dt as when Heaven's fire 
Hath fcath*d the foreft oaks, or mountain pines. 
With finged top their ftately growth though bare 
Stands on the blafted heath.^ He now prepared 
To (peak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, 'and half inclofe him round 
With all hit peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he ziSaiy^dy and thrioe in fpite of fcorn 
Tears, fuch as Angeh weep, burft forth : at laft 
Words interwove, with iighs found out their way* 
Myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers 

Matchkfsi 
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Matchlcfs, but with th' Almighty, and that ftrife 

Was notingioriousy though th' event was dire. 

As this place teftifies» and this dire change 

Hatful to utter : but what powV of mind < 

Forefeeing or prefaging, from the depth 

Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear^dy 

How fuch united force of Gods^ how Aich 

As ftood like thefe» could ever know repulfe ? 

For who'can yet believe, though after iofs. 

That all thefc puifTant legions, whofe exile 

Hath emptied Heaven, ihall fail to re-afcend 

Self-rais'd, and repoflefs their native feat ? 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of Heaven, 

If counfels different, or danger fhunnM 

By me, have loft our hopes. But he who /reigns 

Monarch in Heaven, till then as one fecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Confent or cuftom, and his regal ftate 

Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength concealed. 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our falL 

Henceforth his might we know, and. know our own^ 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provokM ; our better part remains 

To work in clofe de£ign, by fraud or ^ile. 

What force effe6led not : that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds j hereof ib rift 

There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therpm plant 

A ge* 
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A. generation^ whom his choice reg^ard 
Should favor equal to the Tons of Heaven : 
Thither, if but to pry, (hail be perhaps 
Our iirft, eruption, thither or elfewheres 
For this infernal pit ihall never hold 
Celeflial Spi^rits in bondage, nor th* abyfs 
Long under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts 
Full coiiofel muft mature : Peace is defpair'd. 
For who can think fubmiilion ? War then, War 
Open or underftood muft he i*efolv'd. 

He fpake : and to confirm his words, out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim $ the fudden blaze 
Far round illumined Hell : highly they ragM 
Againft the High^eft, and fierce with grafped arms 
ClafhM on their (bunding fhields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance tow^ard the vault of Heaven. 

There ftood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 
Belch'd fire and rolling fmoke ; the reft entire 
Shone with a glofiy fcurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic oi«. 
The; work of fulphur. Thither wing'd with fpeed 
A numerous brigad haftcn*d : as when bands 
Of pioneers with fpade and pickax arm^d 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or caft a rampart. Mammon led them on, 
Mamgion^ the leaft ere6led Spi'rit that fell 
From Heav'n, for e'en in Heaven his looks and thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of He^v'ii*s pavement, trodden gold. 

Than 
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Than ought divine or holy clfe enjoy'd 

In vifion beatiiic : by him firft 

Men alfo, and by his fuggeftibn taught, 

RanfackM the center, and with impious hands 

Rifled the bowels of their mother tatth 

For treafurcs better hid. Soon had his crew 

Opened into the hill a fjpacious wound, 

And digged out nb& of gold. Let none admire 

That riches grow in Hell ; that foil may beft 

Deferve the precious bane. And here let thofe 

Who boaft in mortal things, and wondering tell . 

Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings. 

Learn how their greateft monuments of fame. 

And ftrength, and art, are eafily out-done 

By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 

What iji an age they with incefiant toil 

And hands innumerable fcarce perform. 

Nigh on the plain in many cells prepared. 

That underneath had veins of liquid iire 

SlucM from the lake, a iecond multitude 

With wond'rous art founded the mafly ore. 

Severing each icind, and fcumm'd the bullion dfofs t 

A third as ibon had form'd within the ground 

A various mould, and from the boiling cells 

By ftrange conveyance fiird each hollow nook. 

As in an organ from one blaft of wind 

To many a row of pipes the found-board breather 

A%on out of the earth a fabric huge 

Rofe like an exhalation, with the found 

Of dulcet fympl»ooie» and voices, fweet. 

Bulk 
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Built like a temple, where pilafters round 
Were fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave ; nor did there want 
Cornice or freeze, with bolTy fculptures graven} 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
£quard in all their glories, to infhrinc 
Belus or Serapii their Gods, or (cat 
Their kings, when £gy|>t with Aflyna ftrove 
In wealth and luxury. Th^ afcending pile 
Stood fix'd her ftately highth, and ftrait the doo^ 
Opening their braxen folds difcovcr wide 
Within, her ample fpfttcs, o'er the fmooth 
And level pavement : from the arched roof 
Pendent by ftibtle magic many a row 
Of ftarry lamps and biasing creflets fed 
With Naphtha a«d Afphaltus yielded light 
As fiiom a flcy. The hsiky multitude 
Admiring entered, and the work fome praifep 
And fome the archite^ t his hand was known 
In- Heaven by many a tow^*ed ftru6lui<e high. 
Where fcq>ter'd Angels held their refidence. 
And fat as princes, whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to fuch powV, and gave to rule. 
Each in his hierarchy, the evders bright. 
Nor waa his name unheard or unador'd 
In ancient Greece ; and in Auibnian land 
Men call'd him Muictber; and how he fell 
From Heaven, they fabled, thrown by angry Jore 
Sheer o'er the cryftal btttlements j from mom 
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To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eVe, 
A fummcr's day ; and with the fetting fun 
Dropt from the zenith like a falling ftar. 
On Lemno8 th* ^'gean ilc : thus they relate. 
Erring ^ for he with this rebdliovs Fovt 
Fell long before ; n«r ought availM him now 
T'have built i» Heaven high tow'rs; nor did he 'f 
By all his engins, but was^ headlong fent 
With his; indtiftrious crfw to bniM in Hell'. 

Mean while the. winged heralds by eommand' 
Of f«vran pow'r» with awf^il ceremony 
And trumpet's feuiid> throughout the hoft proclar 
A folemn cotmcil forthwith to be held> 
At Pandemonium^ the high capital' 
Of Satan and his peers : their fimmions calPd^ 
From every band and fquared regiment 
By place or'ohoice the worthieft; they anon- 
With hundreds andwiththoufands trooping came 
Attended-t all accefs was throng^d^ the gates 
And porthes wide, but chief the fpacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions b< 
Wont ridein armM, and at the Soldan^s chair 
Pefy'd thatbeft of Panim chivalry 
To mortal corabat> or career -with lance)* 
Thick. fwarmM, both on the ground and in^the al 
Brufti'd with the hifs of mfling winds; ■ As bees - 
In fpring timlb, when the fun* witlr Taurus rides,. 
Pour forth fiieir populous yoiith about the hive 
In clvfters ; they among freih dews and flowers. 
Fly to djad. froy or oa the fmoothed plank^. 
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Tlie fuburb of their ftraw- built citadel. 

New rubb'*d with balm, expatiate and confer 

Their ftate afairs. So thick the aery croud 

SwarmM and were (braitenM $ till, the fignal given^ 

Behold a wonder ! they but now who feemM 

In bignefs to furpafs earth^s giant fons. 

Now lefs than fmalleft dwarfs, in narrow room 

Throng numberlefs, like that pygmean race 

Beyond the Indian mount, or faery elves^ 

Whofe midnight revels by a foreft Me 

Or fountain fome belated peafant fbes. 

Or dreams he fees, while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 

Wheels her pale courfe, they on their mirth and ^meo 

Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear^ 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds* 

Thus incorporeal Spi'rits to fmalleft £orms 

Reduced their ihapes immenfe, aad were at large^ 

Though without number ftill amidft the hall 

Of that infernal courts But far within, 

And in their own dimeniions like themfelveS). 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In clofe recefe and fecret conclave fat 

A thoufand Demi-gods on golden feats^ 

frequent and full. After ihort iilence then 

And Aimmons read, the great confult began*. 



Tl^E JSND. OF TK£ FIRST BOOIC*. 



THE 



SECOND BOOK 



OF 



PARADISE LOST. 



Vol. L 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The confultation begun, Satan debates whether an- 
other battel be to be hazarded for the recovery of 
Heaven: Some advife it, others diffuade: A thuti 
^ropofal is preferred, mentioned before by Satan^ to 
learch the tinith of that prophecy or tradition in. 
Ij^vcni coi^cernjng another vrorld/ and anbihe&kind 
of creature equal or not much infenor to themielves, 
about this time to he created: Their doubt who 
ihail be fent on this difficult fearch: Satan theii" 
chief undertakes alon^ the voyage, is honored and 
applauded. The councif thus ended, the reft betake 
them feveral ways, and to feveral employments, as 
their inclinations lead them, to entertain the time 
till Satan return. He pafTes on his journey to Hell 
gat^y ^n^s tfcem fhitttt, and who fate th^ td.g^d 
uiem, by whom at length they are openM, and mf- 
cover to him the great gulf between Hell and Hea-> 
ven 5 with what difficulty he pafTes through, dire^led 
by Chaos, the Power of that place, to the iight of 
this new world which he fought. 
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[T I G 11* on a throne of royal ftate, which faf 
^ Outihone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
)r where the gorgeous eaft with richeft hand 
lowers oil her kings harharic pearl and gold, 
atan exalted fat, by merit rals'd 5 

'o that bod eminence $ and from defpair 
*hus high uplifted beyond hope, afpires 
eyond thus high, infatiate to purfue 
im wap wkh Heaven, and by luecefs untaught 
is proud imaginations thus dffplayM. i«l 

Powers and Dominions^ Deities of Heafen, 
OS Bnce no deep within her gulf can hold 
nmortal rigor, though opprefsM and falPn,;- 
give not Heav'n for loft. From this defcent 
eleftial virtues rifmg, will appear . 1^ 

lore glorious and moref dread than from no fall> 
ind truft themselves to fear no iecond fate, 
le though juft right, and i!he ^jtd laws of HeavMi 
(id firft create your leader, next free choice, 
i^ith what beiides, in counfel as in fight, 2^ 

[ath been achieved of merit, yet this lofs 
'hus far ait leaft recovered, hath much more 
Habliih'd in a fafe unenvied throne, 

D % Yielded 
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Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate 

In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 25 

Envy from each inferior 5 but who here 

Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 

Foremoft to ftand againft the Thunderer's aim 

Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft ihare 

Of endlefs pain ? where there is then no good 30 

For which to drive, no ftrife can grow up there 

From fa^on ; for none fure will clame in Hell 

Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fmall 

Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 

Will covet more. With this advantage then 35 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord, 

More than can be in Heav'n, we now return 

To clame our juft inheritance of old. 

Surer to profper than profperity 

Could have aiTur'd us ; and by what beft way^ 4* 

Whether of open war or covert guile. 

We now debate; who can advife, may fpeak. 

He ceas'd, and next him Moloch, fcepterM king. 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft Spirit 
That fought in Heav'n, now fiercer by defpair : 45 
His truft was with th' Eternal to be deem*d 
Equal in ftrength, and rather than be lefs 
CarM not to be at all 5 with that care loft 
Went all his fear: 4tj^, or Hell, or worfe 
He reck'd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 59 

My fentence is for open war j of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 

For 
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For while they fit contriving* fhall the reft, 

Millions that ftand in arms, and longing wait 55 

The fignal to afcend, fit lingering here 

Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwell ing-pluce 

Accept this dark opprobrious den of fhame, 

The prifon of his tyranny who reigns 

By our delay ? no, let us i-ather choofe, 66 

Arm'd with Hell flames and fury, all at once 

O'er Heav'n's high tow'rs to force refiftlcfs way, 

Turning our tortures into horrid arms 

Againft the torturer ; when to meet the noife 

Of his almighty engin he ihall hear 6^ 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 

Black fire and horror fhot with equal i*age 

Among his Angels, and his throne itf^lf 

Mix'd with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire. 

His own invented torments. But perhaps 70 

The way (eems difficult and fteep to fcale 

With upright wing againft a higher foe. 

Let fuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumm not flill. 

That in our proper motion we afcend 75 

Up to our native feat : defcent and fall 

To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late. 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Infulting, and purfued us through the deep. 

With what compulfion and laborious flight So 

We funk thus low ? Th' afcent is €afy then 5 

Th' event is fear'd ; fhpuld we again provoke 

Our (Ironger, fome worfc way his ^ath may find 

D 3 * T^ 
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Th' almighty viclor to fpend all his rage, 

And that muft end us, that muft be our cure, 145 

To be no more 5 fad cure 5 for who would lofe. 

Though full of pain, this intellectual being, 

Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity. 

To periih rather, fwallow'd up and loft 

In'the wide womb of uncreated nighty 150 

Devoid of fenfe and motion f and who knows. 

Let this be good, whether our angry foe 

Can give it, or will ever ? how he can. 

Is doubtful i that he never will, is fure* 

Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 155 

Belike thr<$ugh impotence, or unaware, 

To give his enemies their wiih, and end 

Them in his anger, whom' his anger faves 

To puniih endlefs ? Wherefore ceafe we then f 

€zy they who counfel war, we are decreed, liSo 

Referv^d, and deftinM to eternal woe $ 

Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more. 

What can wc fuffer worfc ? Is this then worft. 

Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms ? 

What when wc fled amain, puifued and ftnick 16$ 

With Heav'h*s affii6Hng thunder, and befought 

The deep to ihelter us ? this Hell then feem'd 

A refuge from thofe wounds^ or when we lay 

Chaun*d on the burning lake ? that fure was wor(e. 

What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, 17a 

AwakM fhould blow them into fev^nfold rage. 

And plunge us in the flames ? or from above 

Should intesmkted icngeaBce arm again 

^ * HU 
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ght hand to plague us ? what if all 
I were openM, and this firmament 175 

liould fpout her catara£ls of fire, 
it horrorS) threatning hideous fall 
upon our heads ; while wc perhaps 
; or exhorting glorious war, 
n a fiery tempeft ihall be hurl'd i%9 

lis rock transfixM, the fport and prey 
ing whirlwinds, or for ever funk 
n boiling ocean, wrapt in chains i 
converfe with everlafting groans, 
d, unpitied, unreprievM, XS5 

lopelefs end ? this would be worfe. 
efore, open or concealM, alike 

diiTuades ; for what can force or guile 
1, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 
things at one view ? he from Heaven" s highth 
our motions vain fees and derides j 

almighty to refill our might 
e to fruftratc all our plots and wiles, 
then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 
npled, thus expell'd to fuffer here 195 

id thefe torments ? better thefe than worfe 
(vice ) fmce fate inevitable 
js, and omnipotent decree, 
t's will. To fuffer, as to do, 
gth is equal, nor the law unjuft soo 

trdains 1 this was at firft refolvM, 
•e wife, againft fo great a foe 
ng, and £6 doubtful what might fall. 
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I laugh, when thofe who at the fpear are bold 

And ventrous, if that fail them, flirink and fear 205. 

What yet they know muft follow, to indure 

Exile, or ignominy', or bonds, or pain, 

The fentence of their conqu'ror 1 this h now 

Our doom j which if we can fuftain and bear. 

Our fupreme foe in time naay much remit a 10. 

His anger, and perhaps tlius far rcmov'd 

Not mind us not offending, fatisfy^d 

With what is punifh'd 5 whence thefe raging fires 

Will (lacken, if his breath ftir not their flames. 

Our purer eflence then will overcome %t$^ 

Their noxious vapor, or inur'd not feel. 

Or changM at length, and to the place conformM 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain 5 

This horror will grow mild, this darknefs light, ft2». 

Bcfides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change: 

Worth waiting, fmce our prefent lot appears 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worft^ 

-If we procurt not to ourfelves more woe. 225 

Thus Belial with words cloth'd in reafon's garb 
CounfelM ignoble eafe, and peaceful floth, 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

Either to difurthrone the king of Heaven 
cWe war, if war be beft, or to regain 230 

'Our own right loft i him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when cverlafting Fate fliall yield 
To fickk Chaace^ and Chaos judge the ftrif^ ; 
• . The 
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The former vain to hope argues as vain 

The latter : for what place can be for tis 1^5 

Within Hcav'n's bound, uniefs Heav'n's Lord fupieme 

We overpowV ? Suppofe he ihould relent. 

And publiih grace to all, on promife made 

Of new fubjejtion ; with what eyes could we 

Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 140 

Stri6t laws impos*d, to celebrate his throne 

With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead fmg 

Forc'd Hallelujah's ; while he lordly fits 

Our envied fovran, and his altar breathes 

Ambrofial odors and ambroftal flowers, 145 

Our fervile ofierings ? This muft be our taflc 

In Heav'a, this our delight; how wearifome 

Eternity fo fpent in worfhip paid 

To whom we hate ! Let us not then purTue 

By force impoflible, by leave obtaita*d 150 

Unacceptable, though in Heaven, our flate 

Of fplendid vafTalafe ; but rather feek 

Our own good from ourfelves, and from our own 

Live to ourfelves, though in this vait recefs. 

Free, and to none accountable, preferring 455 

Hard liberty before the eafy yoke 

Of fervile pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 

Then mok confpicuous, when great things of fmally 

Ufeful of hurtful," profp'rous of adverfe 

We can create, and in what place fo e^er a6o 

Thrive under ev^il, and work eafe out of pain 

Through labor and indurance. Thif deep world 

Of <lafkii^ 4o we dreadf 2iow oft amidft 

Thick 
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Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'n's all-ruling Sire 

Choofe to refide, his glory unobfcurM, 165 

And with the majefty of dai-knefs round ' 

Covers his throne 5 from whence deep thunders roai* 

Muft'ring their rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell ? 

As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleafe ? This defert foil %7^ 

Wants not Jier hidden luftre, gems and gold} 

Nor want we fkill or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence j and what can Heav'n fliow more ? 

Our torments alfo may in length of time 

Become our elements, thefe piercing fires »75 

As foft as now fevere, our temper chang*d 

Into their temper ; which muft needs remove 

The feniible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceiiil counfels, and the fettled ftatc 

Of order, how in fafety belt vre may »So 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, difmifljng quite 

All thoughts of war ; ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finifhM, when fuch murmur fill'd 
•Th' aflfembly, as when hollow rocks retain z%* 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous'd the fea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea-fearing men o'er-watch'd,, whofe bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
< After the tempeft : Such applaufc was heard «9< 

As Mammon ended, and his fentence pleas'd, 
Advifing peace : for fuch another field 
They dreaded worfe than Hell i fo much the fear 
/ . O 
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Of thunder and the fword of Michael 

Wrought ftill within them ; and no lefs defire 295 

To found this nether empire^ which might rife 

By policy, and long proctfs of time. 

In emulation oppoiite to Heaven. 

Which when Beiflzebub pcrceiv'd, than whom, 

Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 30a 

Afpe6l: he rofe, and in his rifmg feem'd 

A piirar of ftate ; deep on his front ingraven 

Deliberation fat and public care i 

And princely counfel in his face yet (hone, 

Majeftic though in ruin : fage he flood 305 

With Atlantean fhouldcrs fit to bear 

The weight of mightieft monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience and attention ftill as night 

Or fummer's noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 

• 'Thrones and Imperial Powers, Offspring of Heaven« 

Ethereal Virtues ; or thefe titles now 

Muft we renounce, and changing ftile be call'd 

Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 

Inclines, here to continue", and build up here 

^ growing empire 5 doubtlefs; while we dream, 315 

And know not that the king of Heav'n hath doomed 

This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat 

Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 

From Heav'n's high jurifdiflion, in new league 

landed againft his throne, but to remain 320 

In ftri£left bondage, though thus far removed 

Under th' inevitable curb, referv'd 

His captive multitude ; for he, be furej 
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In highth or depth, ftill firil and laft vyill reign 
Sole king, and of his king4om lofe no part 32 « 

By our revolt, but over Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron fpepter rule 
Us here, as with his golden thofe in Heaven* 
What fit we then projedling peace and war ? 
Wai* hath determined us, and foiPd with lofs 33a 

Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf 'd or fou^t j for what peace will be given 
To us inflav'd, but cuftody fevere, 
And (h'ipcs,. and arbitrary puniihment 
In^^ed ? and what peace can we return, 33^ 

But to our pow''r hoftility and hate, 
Untam'd reltiftince, and revenge though flow. 
Yet ever plotting how the conquYor leaft 
May reap his conqueil, and may leafl: rejoice 
la dcing wh^t we moft in fuffcring feel ?. 3^0 

Nor will occafion want, aor ihall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav'n, whofe high walls fear no aflault or iiege, 
Or ambuih from the deep. What if we find 
$ome eaiier enterprife f There is a place, 345 

(If; ancient and prophetic fame in Heaven 
EiT not) another worlds the haj^y feat 
Of fome new race caird Man, about this tinM 
To be created like to us, though left 
la powV and excellence, but favoured more 35* 

Of him who mks above ; fo was his wiU 
Pronounced among the Gods, and by an oath, 
That fliook He&v'tt's whole circuinfcrence, confirmed. 

Thither 
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Thither let us bend all oxiM thoughts, to learn 

What creatures theye inhabit, of what mold, 35 j 

Or fubftance, how indued, and what their power. 

And wher« their weaknefs, how attempted beft. 

By force or fubttety. Though Heav'n be /hut. 

And Heaven's high arbitrated fit ftcure 

In his own ftrength, this place may lie exposed, 360 

The utmoft border of his kingdom, left 

To their defenfe who hold it : here perhaps 

Some advantageous a^ may be achieved 

By fudden onfet, either with Hell fife 

To waite his whole creation, or poflefs 3^^ 

All as our own, and drive, a» we were driven> 

The puny habitants, or if not duive. 

Seduce them to our party, that their God 

May prove their-foe, and with repenting hand 

Abolifh his own works. This would fuijiait 370 

Common revenge, and inttirupt hie joy 

In our confufion, and our Joy upraife 

In his ^fhirbanoc) when his darling Tons, 

Hurled headlong to partake with us, fliall curfe 

Their frail original, and faded blifs, 37 j 

Faded fo foon* Adi^fe if this be wortii 

Attempting, or to fi« in darknefs. here 

Hatching vain empit^es* Thus Beelaebub 

Pleaded his devilifh counfel, firft devis'd 

By Satan, and in part prc^es'd : for whence, ^Id 

But from the author of all ill, could fpring 

So deep a malice to confound the race 

Of maftkiad in o»e loet, and £ar^ with Hell 

To 
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To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 
The great Creator? But tKeir fpite ftiil ferves 385 
His glory to augment. The bold defigh 
Pleas'd highly thofe infernal States, and joy 
Sparkled in all their eyes j with full aifeut 
They vote ; whereat his f)>eech he thus renews, 
^^ell have ye judg'd, well ended long debate, 390 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye ai*e. 
Great things refolvM, which from the loweft deep. 
Will once more lift us up, in fpite of fate. 
Nearer our ancient feat; perhaps in view 
Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighb'*ring armf 
And opportune excurfion we may chance 
Re-enter Heaven ; or.elfe in fome mild zone 
Dwell not uftvifited of Heav^n^s fair light 
Secure, and at the brightning orient beam 

iPurge off this gloom $ the foft delicious air, 4JO0 

To heal the fear of thefe corrofive fires. 
Shall breathe her balm. But firft whom /hall we fend 
In fearch of -this new world ? whom /hall we find 
SufHcient? who /hail tempt with wandering feet 

flhe dark unbottomM infinite abyfs, 4.05 

And through the palpable obfcure find put 
His uncouth way, or fpread his aery flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 

»:T^e happy ile ? what fh^ngth, what art can then 4.10 
SufHce, or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the flrift fenteries and /Nations thick 
Of AngeU watching round ? Hejre he h»d need 

All 
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All circumfpeftion, and we now no left 

Cboice in our fuf&age; for on whom we fend, 415 

The weight of all and our laft hope relies. 

This (aid, he fat ; and expe6hition held • 
His look fnfpenfe, awaiting who appeared 
To fecond, or oppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : hut all fat mute» 419 

Pondering the dangep with deep thoughts ; and each 
In others countenance read his own difmay 
AftonifliM : none among the choice and prime 
Of thofe Heav*n-warring champions could be found 
So hardy as to proffer or accept 415 

Alone the dreadful voyage; till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory raisM 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Confcious of higheft worth,- unmov'd thus fpake. 

O Progeny of Heav'n, empyreal Thrones, 430 

With reafon hath deep iilence*and demur* ' 
Seis*d us, though undifmayM t long is the way ' 

And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light ^ 
Our priibn ftrong ; this huge convex of fire, 
Ovtrageous to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold, and gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over us 'prohibit- all egrefs. 
Thefe pafsM, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of uneflential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 440 

Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he fcape into whatever world, 
Or unknown region, what itmains him lefs 

Vol.; I. E Than 



^ PAR A 01 SB I, O a T. .Book I 

Than unknown dvti^un% •acL 36 hard efca^d ? 
Bujt I ik^M »U b^c^me tl^k throne^ O Pcer^ 44 
And this inxpeiial foyrasty, adora'd 
With fplenck)^* ^rat'd wkk power, if ought propoeV 
And judgM «f jHAbiio iHonieat* in the d)ap« 
Of difficulty or damtgor ceiijki deter 
J^de from atteno{xttiig. WhenffoK do' I tfume 4.J 
Theib i!^tlties» and n^t t^M» te Fei^A> 
Refuting to accept 9A.§rnH $k fi^aire 
Of hazard as df hoty^, dv4 alike 
To him who reigns^, and ib> much to hina due 
Of hazard more, as he above the nUt 4< 

High honored fits ^ Go therefore^ mighty Powers, 
Terror of Heav'n, ]iw>ugh fall'n ; intend at home. 
While here ihall be our home, what beft may eaj(e 
Thepre&Btjniiery, acui render Hell 
JMore tolerable } if there be cure or charm 4^ 

To refpite, ox deceive, or flack the pain 
Of this, ill maofioa : intcnnit no watch 
Againfl a. wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all the coafts of dark deftr.u£tioi^ feek 
^Deliverance for us all : this enterprife 4I 

ttone ihall pavtake with me. Thus faying, rofe 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply. 
Prudent, l«ft from his reiAlution rai^'d 
Others among the chief might o£fer now 
^Certain to be refused) what evA they feaiM > 47 
' And fo Kfus'd might in opinion ftand 
His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he through liafluu'd.ivuge muft•ea^l• But the] 

' Djeade 
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Dreaded not more th* ddvmttire tlian his Toiee 

Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe^ 4^5 

Their rifiag all at once was as the found 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone $ and as a God 

Extol him equal to the Hig'heft in Heav'n : 

Hw failed they to exprtf» how much they prais^dt 4S0 

That for the general fafety he defpisM 

His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd 

Lofe all their virtue $ left bad men flionld boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory* excitef. 

Or clofe ambition vami/hM o*er with zeal. 4^5 

Thus they their doubtful confultations dark 

Ended rejoicing in their matchlefs chief: 

As when from mountain tops the duiky clouds 

Afcendingy while the north- wind fleeps, o'er-fpread • 

Heav^n^s chearful face^ the louring element '490 

Scowls o'er the darken^ land^p fnow, or (howcr; 

If chance the radiant fun with f arcwel fweet 

Extend his evening beam, the fields revive. 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

Atteil their joy, that hill and valley rings. 4:95 

ihame to men! Devil with Devil damu'd 

Firm concord holds, men only difagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heav'nly g^race t and God proclamiog peace, 

yet live in hatred, enmity, and ftrife 500 

Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars. 

Wafting the earth, each other to deftroy : 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

E z Man 
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Man had not helliih foes enow befidcs. 

That day and night for his deftru£kion wait. 50-5 

The Stygian council thus diflblv'd ; and forth 
In ord^ came the grand infernal peers : 
Midft came their mighty paramount, and fecm'd 
Alone th* antagonift of Heav'n, nor lefs 
Than Hell's dread emperor with pomp fupreme, 519 
And God-like imitated ilate ; him round 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their feflion ended they bid cry 
With ti-umpets regal found the great refult: 515 

Tow'ards the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchemy 
By heralds voice explainM ; the hollow' abyfs 
Heard, far and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
With deafning (hout returned them loud acclame. 52a 
Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomewhat raisM 
By falfe piefumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Biiband, and, wandering, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice 
Leads him perplex'd, where he may likelieft find 515 
Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hours, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plsiiii, or in the air fublime. 
Upon the wing> or in fwift race contend, 
At at th* Olympian games or Pythian fields ; 530 

Part curb their fiery fteeds, or fhun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads foim. 
As when to warn proud cities war appears 

Wag'd 
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Wag*d in the troubled iky, and armies ru/h 
To battel in the clouds, before each van $^§ 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their fpears 
' Till thickeft legions clofe $ with feats of arms 
From either end of Heav'n the welkin burns. 
Odiers with vaft Typhoean rage more fell 
Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 54JO 
In whirlwind ; Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when Alcides, from Oechalia crown*d 
With conqueft, felt th^ envenomed robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Theflalian pines. 
And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw 545 

Into th* Euboic fea. Others more mild, 
Retreated in a filent valley, iing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and haplefs fall 
By doom of battel ; and complain that fate 559 

Free virtue ihould inthrall to force or chance. 
Their fong was partial, but the harmony 
(What could it lefs when Spi'rits immortal (ing?) 
Suipended Hell, and took with raviihment 
The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet 555 
(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fenfe,) 
Others apart fat on a hill retirM, 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafonM high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 
Fix'd fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute, 560 
And found no end, in wandering mazes loft. 
Of good and evil much they argued then, 
Of happinefs and final mifery, 

E 3 Paflion 
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PalTion and apathy, and glory* and fhtme. 
Vain wifdom all, and falfc philoibphy *. 
Yet with a- pleafing forcery could charm 
Pain for a while or anguiih, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breaft 
With ftubborn patience as with triple fteel. 
Another part in fquadrons and grofs bandsy 
On bold adventure to difcover wide 
That difmal world, if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 
Into the burning lake their baleful ftreams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate 5 
Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep 5 
Cocytus, namM of lamentation loud 
Meaird on the rud\il ftream 5 fierce Phlegethon 
Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far off from thcfe a flow and filent ftream, 
Lethe the river of oblivion rolls 
Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks, 
Forthwith his former ftate and be'ing forgets. 
Forgets both joy and ginef, pleafure and pain. 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual f^ormt 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on fkm land 
7%aws not, but gathers heap> and ruin Teems 
Of ancient pile j or elfe deep fnow and ice, 
A gulf profound as that Serbonian bog * 
Bet>)cixt Dagaiau and MouAt Cafins old, 

W 
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Where armies whole kawe funk : the parching »ir 

Burns frare, and coW. performs th' effeft of fijw. 555- 

Thither by hai5>y-footcd furies halM 

At certain revc^utions all the damned 

Are brought ; and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more Sercc, 

From beds of raging fire to ftarve in ice 600 

Their fbft etlKittal warmth, and there to pine 

Immoveable, infixM, and frozen roimd. 

Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire* 

They ferry over this Leth^ao found 

Both to and fro, their forrow to augment, 60$ 

And wiih and ftruggle, as they pafs, to retch 

The tempting ftream, with one fmall drop to lofe 

In fweet forgetfulnefs all pain and woe. 

All in one moment, and fo near the brink ; 

But fate withftands, and to oppofe th* attempt ^toe 

Medula with Gorgonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itftlf the water fties 

All tafte of living wight, as once it Hed 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

It c6nfnsM march foriocn, th* adventrous bands 615 

With (hudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghait> 

ViewM firft their lamentable lot, and found 

No reft : through many a dark and dreary ytA» 

They pafsM, and many a fegion dol«r»\M> 

0*«r many a fro«en, many « fiery Alp, 6*0 

Rocks,caves,lakes, fiens, hogs, dens, and (hades «f^atfa> 

A univerfe of deaA, whieli God by cvrfe 

Created ev'il, fov •vil «iily good, 

E 4 Where 
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Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, .67^ 
Abominable, inuttei;able, and Worfe 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons, and Hydra^s, and Chimasra^s dire. 

Mean while the Adverfary* of God and Man, 
Satan with thoughts inflamM of hig'heft defign, fyQ 
Puts on fwift wings, and tow^ards the gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight; fometimes 
He fcours the right hand coaft, fometimes the. left. 
Now ihaves with level wing the deep, then foan 
Up to the fiery concave towring high. 655 

As when far off at fea a fleet defcry'd 
Hangs in the clouds, by equinoctial winds 
Clofe failing from Bengala, or the iles 
Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs : they on the trading flopd 64^ 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply (lemming nightly tow^ard the pole. SofeemM 
Far off the flying Fiend : at laft appear 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roo^» 
And thrice three-fold the gates j three folds were brafs^ 
Three iron, three of adamantin rock. 
Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire. 
Yet unconfuin'd. Before the gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable fhape; 
The .one feemM woman to the waite, and fair, 650 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold 
Voluminous and vaft, a ferpent arm'd 
With mortal fling : about her middle round 
*: :• A cry 
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A ay of Hell hounds never ceaTing bark'd 
With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideom peal } yet» when they lift, would creep. 
If ought difhirb'd- their noife, into her womb. 
And kennel there, yet there ftill barkM and howled. 
Within unfeen. Far.lefs abhorr-d than thei'e 
Vex'd Scylla bathing in the feathat parts 669 

Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian ihore : 
Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when, calPd 
In fecret, riding through the air flie comes, 
Lur'd with the fmell of infant blood, to dance 
With Lapland witches, while the laboring mooa 665 
Eclipfes at their charms. The other ihape. 
If fhfipe it might be call'd that ihape had none 
Diftinguiihable in member, joint, or limb, 
. Or fubftance might be call'd that ihadow feem'd, 
For each fecmM either; black it flood as Night, 679 
Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 
And ihook- a dreadful dart i what feem'd his head 
The likenefs of a kingly crown had on: 
Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 
The monfter moving onward came as faft 675 

With horrid ftrides. Hell trembled as he ftrode. 
Th* undaunted Fiend what this might be admir'd, 
Admir'd, notfear'd; God and his Son except, 
Created thing nought valued he nor (hunn'd ; 
And with difdainful look thus firft began. 6%% 

Whence and what art thou, execrable ihape. 
That dar'il, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated front athwart my way 

T# 
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To yonder gates ? through them I mean to paft, 
That be affurM, without leare aflcM of thee : 685 

Retipe, oi- tafte thy folly*, and kam by proof, 
Hell-born, not to contend with 6pi-rits of Heaven. 

To whom the goblin full ef wrath i^y'd. 
Art thou that traitor Ange), art thou He, 
Who firft broke peace in Heav'n and faith, till then 
Unbroken, and in pi'oud rebellious arms 
Drew after him the third part of Heaven's fons 
ConjurM agaioft the Hig'hefi, for which both thou 
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemnM 
To walbe eternal days in woe and pain > 694 

And reckon'ft thou thyfelf with Spi'rits of Heaven, 
Hell -doomed, and breadi'ft defiance here and fcorn 
Where I reign king, and, to enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy puniihment, 
P^life fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 70c 

Led; with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 
Thy Hngring, or with one ftrokc of this dart 
Strange hoiror feife thee% and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the grimly terror, and in fliape, 
S# ipeaking and fo thiaeatning, grew ten-fold 7^^ 

More dreadfiil and defonn : on th' other fide 
IncensM with indignation Satan ftood 
Unterrify*d, and like a comet bura'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
ItkXk" ar^lic Iky, and from his horrid hair 711 

Shakes pcllilence and war. Bach at the head 
LevelM his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fecond flroke intend, and fuch a frown 
« Eacl 
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Each caft at th" odur, as when two black cl»ttdi> 

With Heav^n*s aitiHeiy fraught, come rattling on 

Over the Cafjpiaui then ftand front to §nut 

Hovering a fpacey till winds the iignal blow 

To join their daalc eacoimter in mad air : 

So frown'd the roigfaity combatants, that HeU 

Grew darker at their frown, fo matched they flood , 

For never but once more wna either like 

To meet fo great a foe : and now great dtedt 

Had beea achieved, whereof all Hell had rung. 

Had not the fnaky Icrcereifi that (at 

Ftft by Hell gate, and kq>t the fatal key, fi$ 

Ris'n, and with hideous outcry nrih'd between. 

Father, what intends thy hand, ihe cryM, 
Againft thy only Son ? What ftiry', O Son, 
PoiTefret thee to bend that mortal daxt 
i\{^nft thy Fntber^s head ? and know'ft for whom § 
For him who fun above and laughs the whils 
At thee ordain'd his dmdge, ta execute 
Whatever his wralh, which he calls julUcc, bids ) 
His wrath, which one day will deftroy ye both. 

She fpake, and at her words the helliih peft 735 
Forbore, then thefe to her Satan returned. 

So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
Tho« interpoleft, that my fudden hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
Vfhil it intends ; till Rrft I know of thee, 740 

What thing then art, thu« double-form'd, and why 
In this infernal vale firft met thou cairft 
Me Father, and thai phaataAa cairft my Son 5 

I know 
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I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 

Sight more deteftable than him and thee. 7 

T' whom thus the portrefs^of Hell gate reply *d. 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul ? once deemM fo fair 
In Heaven, when at th^ affembly, and in iight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combinM 7 

In bold confpiracy againft Heav*n*s king. 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
Surprised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft 
Threw forth, till on the left fide opening wide, 7 
Likeft to thee in fhape and countenance bright. 
Then ihining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd 
Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feisM 
All th' hoft of Heav'n j back they recoilM afraid 
At &*ft, and calPd me Sin, and for a fign ; 

Portentous held me ; but familiar grown, 
I pleas'd» and with attraftive graces won 
The moft wrcjrfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyfelf in me thy perfe^ image viewing 
B«[cam'ft enamoured* and fuch joy thou took'ft 5 
With me in fecret, diat my womb conceived 
A growing burden. Mean while war arofe, 
And fields were fought in Heav'n 5 wherein remain 
(For what could elfe ?) to our almighty foe 
Clear vi6lory, to our part lofs and rout 5 

Through all the empyrean : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 
Into this deep, and in the general fall 

lal 
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I alfo I at which time this pow'ifui key 

Into my hand was giv^n, with charge to keep 775 

Thefe gates for ever Aut, which none can pafs 

Without my opening. Pcnfive here I fat 

Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now exceflive grown. 

Prodigious motion felt and niefiil throes. y%9 

At laft this odious offspring whom thou feed 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my entrails, that with fear and pain 

Diftorted, all my nether ftiape thus grew 

Transformed : but he my inbred enemy 785 

Forth iffued, brandifliing his fatal dart 

Made to deftroy : I fled, and cryM out Death j 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh'd 

From all her caves, and back refounded Death. 

I fled, but he purfued, (though more, it feems, 790 

InflamM with luft than rage) and fwifter far^ 

Me overtook his mother all difmay'd. 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 

Thefe yelling monfters, that with ceafclefs cry 7yJ 

Surround me, as thou faw'ft, hourly concciVd ' 

And hourly bom, with forrow Infinite 

To me 5 for when they lift, into the womb 

That bred them they i-etuni^ and howl and gnaw 

My boweU, their repaftj then burfting forth So« 

Afrefh with-eonfcious terrors vex me round. 

That reft or intermiliion none I And. 

Before mine ayes in oppofition fits 

Glial 
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Grim Death m]r Ton tnd foe, who fets tinem on. 
And me lus parent would full fooii devcrur S 

For wa^t of other prejr, but tliat he knows 
His end with mine iarvolv'd ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter raorfel, and his bane» 
Whenevei* that Aiall be ; fo fate pronounced, 
^ut thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, (hun 8 

His deadly arrow j neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in thofe bright arms. 
Though tfmper'd heav'nly, for that tnortal dint. 
Save he who rtigns above, none can refill. 

She finiihM, and the fubtle Fiend his lore i 

Soon leamM, now milder, and thus anfwer'd fm^et 
Dear Daughter, iince thou clam'ft me for thy fire* 
And my fair fon here ihow^ft me, the dear pledge 
Of dalljiance ha4 with thee in Heav'n, and joys 
Then fweet, now fad to mention, through dire chai^ 
Befairn us uuforeieen, unthought of j know 
I come no enemy, but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houie of pain 
Both him and theCj and all the heav'nly hoft 
Of Spi^cits^ that ixk our >uft pretences annM 8 

t^ell wi^ us from en high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand fole, and one for all 
Myfelf expose, with lonely fteps to ttcad 
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void immenfi 
X« fearch with wandering queft a place foretold 8 
Should be^ and, by concurring iigns, ere now 
Created vail and roimd, a place of blifs 
In the pourlieus of Heav*n| and therein placM 

»' * ' Ara 
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A race of upftart creatures, to fupplj 

Pei'haps our vacant room, though more removal 835 

Leil Heav'n furchargM with potent multitude 

Might hap to more new broils : Be this or ought 

Than this more fecret now deOgo'd, I hafle 

To know, and this once known, (hall Toon return. 

And bring ye to the plrxe where Thou and Death 

Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 

Wing filcntly the buxom air, imbalm'd 

Witli odors ; there ye fhall be fed and fiUM 

Immeafurably, all things (hall be your prey. 

He ceas^d^ for both feem'd highly pleas'd, and Death 
GrinaM honible a ghaiUy fmile, to hear 
His famin (hould be filPd, and blcft his maw 
Dc(lin*d to that good hour : no lefs rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her Cure. 

The key of this infernal pit by due, 850 

And by command of Heav'n's. all-powVful king 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantin gates ; againll all force 
Death ready (lands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be overmatched by living might. 855 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thmft me down 
Into this gloom of Tartaiiis profound. 
To (it in hateful office here confined. 
Inhabitant of Heav'n, and heav'nly-bom, 86^ 

Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamors compafs'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feid ? 

•^hott 
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Some capital city' ; or lefs than if this frame 

Of Heav'n were falling, and thcfe elements 925 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth. At laft his fail -broad vans 

He fpreads for flight, and in the furging fmoke 

Uplifted fpurns the ground ; thence many a league, 

A^ in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 93a 

Audacious 5 but that feat foon failing, meets 

A vaft vacuity : all unawares 

Fluttering his pennons vain plumb down he drops 

Ten thoufand fathom deep, and to this hour 

Di)wn had been falling, had not by ill chance 935 

The ftrong rebuff of fome tumultuous cloud, 

Inftinft with fire and nitre, huiried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury ftay'd, 

Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis, neither fea, 

Nor good dry land : nigh foundered on he fares, 940 

Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot. 

Half fly'ing ; behoves him now both oar and fail. 

As when a gryphon through the wildemefs 

With winged courfe, o'er hill or moory dal^ 

Ptrfucs the Arimafpian, who by ftealth 945 

Had from his wakeful cuftody purloin'd 

The guaided gold : So eagerly the Fiend 

O'er bag, or fteepi through fti*ait, rough, deiife, or rare. 

With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way, 

And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flies? 

At length a univerfal hubbub wild 

Of (hmning founds and voices all confus'd. 

Borne through the hollow dark,- aflaults his car 

With 
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With loudeft vehemence : thither he plies. 

Undaunted to meet there whatever Power 955 

Or Spirit of the nethermoft abyfs 

Might in that noife refide, of whom to a(k 

Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies 

Bordering on light; when flrait behold the throne 

Of Chaos> and his dark pavilion fpread , 960 

Wide on the wafteful deep ; with him enthroned 

Sat iable- veiled Night, eldeft of things. 

The confort of his mgn ; and by them ftood 

Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 

Of Damogorgon ; Rumor next and Chance, 965 

And Tumult and Confufion all embroiled, 

And Difcord with a thoufand various mouths. 

T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powert 

And Spirits of this nethermoft abyfs, 

Chao8 and ancient Night, I come no fpy, 970 

With purpofe to explore or to difturb 

The fecrets of your realm, but by conftraint 

Wand'ring this darkfome defert, as my way 

Lies through your fpacious empire up to lights 

Alone, and widiout guide, half loft, I feek 975 

What readieft path leads where your gloomy bounds 

Confine with Heaven; or if fomc other place> 

From your dominion won, th* ethereal king 

PoflefTes lately, thither to arrive 

I travel this profound; direft my courfe j 9 go 

Direfled no mean recompenfe it brings 

To your behoof, if 1 that region loft, 

All ufurpation thence expeird, reduce 

F a. T« 
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To her original darknefs and your fway 
V (Which is my prefent journey) and once more 985 
Ereft the ftandard there of ancient Night ; 
Yours be th' advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch oM, 
With faltring fpeech and vifage incompos'd, 

* AnfwerM. I know thee, fti-angcr, who thou art, 990 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 

Made head againft Heav'n's king, though overthrovra. 
I faw and heard, for fuch a numerous hoft 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 

. With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995 

Confufion worfe confounded 5 and Heav'n gates 
Pour'd out by millions her viftorious band& 
Purftting. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep refidence; if all I can will ferve 

- That little which is left fo to defend, 1000 

Encroach'd on ftill through your inteftin broiI$ 
Weaknihg the fcepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath j 
Now Utely Heaven and Earth, another world, 

• Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain 1005 
To that fide Heav'n from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far j 

So much the nearer danger; go and fpeed ; 
Havoc and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 
« ' He ceas'd:; and Satan ftay'd hot to reply, 1010 

But glad that now his fea fhould find a ihore. 
With frefli alacrity and force renew'd 
Springs upward like a pyramid of fire ; 

Into 
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Into the wild expanfe, and through the fhocic 
Of fighting elements, on all fides round 10x5 

Environ'd wins his way ; harder befct 
And more indanger'd, than when Argo pafbM 
Through Bofporus betwixt the Juftling rocks : 
Or when UlyiTes on the larbord (liunnM 
Charybdis, and by th' other whiilpool ftecr'd. i02« 
So he with difficulty and labor hard 
Mov'd on, with difficulty and labor he ; 
But he once paft, foon after when man fell, ' 

Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 
Following his track, fuch was the will of Heaven, 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 
Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 
Tamely indur'd a bridge of wondrous length 
From Hell continued reaching th' utmoft orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the Spi'rits pervcrfe 1030 
With eafy intercourfc pafs to and fro 
To tempt or punifh mortals^ except whom 
God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 
But now at laft the facred influence 
Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 
Shoots fai* into the bofom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn ; here Nature firft begins 
Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire 
As from her outmofl works a broken foe 
With tumult lefs and with lefs hoftile din« 1049 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe 
Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light. 
And like a weather-beaten vcffel holds 
»- * ^ F 3 GhdJy 
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Gladly the port, though flirouds and tackle torn ; 

Or in the emptier wafte, refcmbling "air, 104.5 

Weighs his fprcad wings, at leifure to behold 

Far off th' empyreal Heav'n, extended wide 

In circuit, undetermined fquare or round. 

With opal tow*rs and battlements adorn'd 

Of living faphir, once his native feat; 1050 

And faft by hanging in a golden chain 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar 

Of fmalleft magnitude clofe by the moon. 

Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 

AccursM, and in a curfed hour he hies. 1055 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Satan flying towards this 
world, then newly created; (hows him to the Son, 
who fat at his right handj foretels the fuccefs of 
Satan in perverting mankind j clears his own juftice 
andwifdom from all imputation, having created Man 
free and able enough to have withftood his tempter; 
yet declares his purpofe of grace towards him, in re- 
gard he fell not of his own malice, as did Satan, but 
by him feduced. The Son of God renders praifes to 
his Father for the manifeftation of his gracious pur- 
pofe towards Man 5 but God again declares, that grace 
cannot be extended towards Man without thefatif- 
fa6lion of divine juftice j Man hath offended the 
majefty of God by afpiring to Godhead, and therefore 
with all his progeny devoted to death muft die, un- 
lefs fome one can be found fufficient to anfwer for his 
offenfe, and undergo his punifhment. The Son of 
God freely offers himfelf a ranfome for Man : the Fa- 
ther accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pronounces 
his exaltation above all names in Heaven and Earth j 
commands all the Angels to adore him j they obey^ 
and hymning, to their harps in full quire, celebrate 
the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan alights 
upon the bare convex of this world's outermoft orb ; 
where wandering he firft finds a place, fmce calPd 
the Limbo of Vanity j what perfons and things fly 
up thither ; thence comes to the gate of Heaven, dc- 
fcrib'd afcending by flairs, and the waters above the 
firmament that flow about it : His paflage thence to 
the orb of the fun ; he finds there Uriel the regent of 
that orb, but firft changes himfelf into the fhape of a 
meaner Angel ; and pretending a zealous defire to be- 
hold the new creation, and Man whom God had 
placM here, inquires of him the place of his habita * 
tion, and is dire6led 3 alights firft on mount Niphates. 
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^ I L holy Light, off-spring of Heav'n firft-born. 

Or of th' Eternal coetemal beam 

[ exprefsthee' unblam'd? fince God is light, 

icver but in unapproached light 

: from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

t effluence of bright effence increate. 

ar'ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 

e fountain who fhall tell ? before the fun, 

! the Heav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 

>d, as with a mantle didft invefl 10 

ifing world of waters dark and deep, 

from the void and formlefs infinite. 

I rc-vifit now with bolder wing, 

*d the Stygian pool, though long detainM 

t obfcurc fojoum, while in my flight 15 

igh utter and through middle darknefs borne 

other notes than to th' Orphean lyre 

J of Chaos and eternal Night, 

lit by the heav'nly Mufe to venture down 

iark defcent, and up to re-afcend, to 

gh hard and rare : thee I revifit fafc, 

'eel thy fovran vital lamp } but thou 

Rcvlfit'ft 
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Revifif ft not thefe eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop ferenc hath quenchM their orbs» 
Or dim fufFufion veil'd. Yet not the more 
Ceafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 
Clear fpring, or (hady grove, or funny hill, 
Smit with the love of facred fong ; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flowry brooks beneath. 
That waih thy hallow'd feet, and warbling fiow> 
Nightly I vifit : nor fometimes forget. 
Thofe other two equal'd with me in fate^. 
So were I equaPd with them in renown, 
I Blind Thamyris and blind Maeonides, 
And Tirefias and Phineus prophets old : 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers -^ as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in Aiadieft covert hid 
Tunes her nofturnal. note. Thus with. the year • 
Seafons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of ev'n or morn^. 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe, 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine j, 
3ut cloud inftead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men^ 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Prefented with a univerfal blank 
Of nature's works to me expung'd and rasM,.. 
J^d wifdom at one entrance quite ihut out. 
So much the rather thou, celeftial Light, 
$hine iixwaid^ and the mind through all her powers 

Jrradi 
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J, there plant eyes, all mi ft from thence 

nd difperfc, that I may fee and tell 

Ts invifible to mortal fight. ,55 

had th' almighty Father from above, 

le pure empyrean where he fits 

ron'd above all highth, bent down his e}'e, 

I works and their works at once to view : 

lim all the San6^ities of Heaven 60 

lick as ftars, and from his fight received 

e paft utterance j on his right 

iant image of his glory fat, 

' Son i on earth he fu'ft beheld 

firft parents, yet the only two 6$ 

cind, in the happy garden plac'd^ 

immortal fruits of joy and love, 
niptcd joy, unrivaPd love 
ill folitude j he then furveyM 
1 the gulf between, and Satan there 70 

r the wall of Heav'n on this fide Night 
lun air fublime, and ready now 
p with wearied wings and willing feet 
bai-e outfide of this world, that feem'd 
id imbofomM, without firmament, 75 

in which, in ocean or in air. 
>d beholding from his profpe£l highf 
1 paft, prefent, future he beholds, 
> his only Son forefeeing fpake. 
l)egotten Son, feeft thou what rage So 

>rts our Advcrfary ? whom no bounds 
*d, no bars of Hell, nor all the chains 

Heaped 
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HeapM on him there, nor yet the main abyfs 

Wide interrupt can hold -, (6 bent he feems 

On defperate revenge, that fliall redound 85 

llpon his own rebellious head» And now 

Through all reftraint broke ioofe he wings his way 

Not far ofFHeav'n, in the precinfts of light, 

Direftly towards the new created world, 

J^d Man there plac'd, with purpofe to affay 96 

If him by force he can deftroy, or worfe. 

By fome falfe guile pervert; and fliall pervcrt> 

For Man will heai'ken to his glozing lies. 

And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command, 

Soii^ pledge of his obedience : So will fall, $5 

He and his faithlefs progeny : Whofe fault ? 

Whofe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 

All he eould have ; I made him juft and right. 

Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 

Such I created all th' ethereal Powers 100 

And Spirits, both them who ftood and them who failed j 

Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell. 

Not free, what proof could they have giv'n fmcere' 

Of true allegiance, conftant faith or love, 

"yi^here only what they needs muft do appeared, 105 

Not what they would ? what praife could they receive ? 

What pleafxjre I from fuch obedience paid. 

When will and reafon (reafon alfo^ is choice) 

Ufclefs and vain, of freedom both defpoird, 

M»de paftive both, had ferv'd neceffity, iTo 

Not me ? They therefore as to right belongM, 

So were created, nor can juftly' accufe 

- , Their 
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Their maker, or their making, or their fate, 
As if predeftination over-rurd 

. Their will, difpos'd by abfolute decree 1 1 5 

Or high foreknowledge ; they thcmfelres decreed 
Their own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew. 
Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault. 
Which had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 
So without leaft impulfe or fhadow* of fate, no 

Or ought by me immutably forefeen. 
They trefpafs, authors to themfelves in all 
Both what they judge and what they choofe j for fo 
I formed them free, and free they muft remain. 
Till they inthrall themfelves; I elfe muft change 125 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree 
Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 
Their freedom, they themfelves ordainM their fall. 
The firlt fort by their own fuggeftion fell, 
Self-tempted, felf-deprav'd : Man falls, deceivM r3a 
By th' other firft : Man therefore (hall find grace. 
The other none : in mercy' and juftice both. 
Through Heav'n and Earth, fo (hall my glory* excel. 
But mercy firfl: and laft (hall brighteft fhine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambroflal fragrance fill'd 
All Heaven, and in the blefled Spi'rits ele6l 
Senfe of new joy ineffable diffusM : 
Beyond Compare the Son of God was feen 
Moft glorious ; in him all his Father fhone 
- Subftantially exprefsM ; and in his face 340 

Divine compaflion vifibly appeared. 
Love without end^ and without meafure grace^ 

Which 
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Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy fovran fentence, that Man fhould find grace ; 14 
For which both Heav'n and Earth fhall high extol 
Thy praifes, with th' innumerable found 
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy tihrone 
Incompafs'd ftiall refound thee ever bleft. 
For fhould Man finally be loft, (hould Man, 15 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeft fon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly f that be from thee far. 
That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 
Of all things ntade, and judgeft only right. t$ 

Or ihall the Adverfary thus obtain 
His end, and frufbrate thine ? (hall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought^ 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 
Yet with revenge accomplilHM, and to Hell 1^ 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyfelf 
Aboliih thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haft made ? 
So fhould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both i^ 
Be queftion'd and blafphem'd without defenfe. 

To whom the great Creator thus rcply'd. 
O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bofom. Son who art alone 
My word, my wifdom, and efFe£hial might, 1; 

AH haft thou fpoken as my thoughts are, all 
Ji» my eternal purpoi^luuh decreed » 

Mj 
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(hall not quite be loft, but fav^d who willy 
lot of will in him, but grace in me 
y Youchfard; once more I will i-enew 175 

apfed pow^^rs, though forfeit and inthraird 
n to foul exorbitant defues j 
Id by me, yet once more he ihall ftand 
Yen ground againft his mortal foe, 
le upheld, that he may know how frail 289 

airn condition is, and to me owe 
lis^deliveiance, and to none but me. 
( I have chofen of peculiar grace 
; above the reft ; fo is my will : 
reft ihall hear me call, and oft be warned 285 
r iinful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 
incenfed Deity, while offered grace 
:es 3 for I will clear their fenfes dark, 
kt may fuffice, and foften ftony hearts 
»ray, repent, and bring obedience due, j^ 

)ray'r, repentance, and obedience due, 
ugh l>ut endeavored with iincere intent, 
s ear (hall not be flow, mine eye not (hut. 

I will place within them as a gfuide 
ampire confcience, whom if they will hear, 295 
t after light well usM they (hall attain, 

to the end pcrfifting, fafe arrive. 
} my long fufferance and my day of grace 
y who negleft and fcom, (hall never taftcj 
hard be hardened, blind be blinded more, iqo 
t they may ftumble on, and deeper fall j 
I none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 

But- 
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But yet all is not done j Man difobeying, 

Difloyal breaks his fealty, and fins 

Againft the high fupremacy of Heaven, 20 

Affe£ling God- head, and fo lofing all, 

To expiate his treafon hath nought left. 

But to deftru£lion facred and devote, 

He with his whole pofterity muft die, 
^Die he or juftice muftj unlefs for him %t 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid fatisfa6Hon, death for death. 

Say heav'nly Pow'rs, where ihall we find fuch love? . 

Which of ye will be moiial to redeem 
.Man's mortal crime, and juft th' unjuft to fave ? 21 

Dwells in all Heaven chaiity fo dear ? 

He aik'd, but all the heav'nly quire ftood mute. 

And filence was in Heav'n : on Man's behalf 

Patron or interceffor none appeared, 
J^luch lefs that durft upon his own head draw zz 

The deadly forfeiture, and ranfome fet. 

And now without redemption all mankind 

Muft have been loft, adjudg'd to Death and Hell 

By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
Jii whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine,, 22 

**Hi8 deareft mediation thus renew'd* 

Father, thy word is paft, Man ihall find grace $ 

And ihall grace not find means, that finda her way,. 

The fpeedieft of thy winged meilengers. 

To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 23 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, un fought > 

Happy for Man^ fo coming j he hei: aid 
- . Ca 
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Can never feek, once dead in fins and loft } 

AtonemeM for himielf or offering meet, 

indebted .and undone, hath none to bring t 135 . 

Behold me then; me for hin»» lift for life- 

I offer i on me let thine anger fall ; : 

Account me Man ; I for his fake will leare- 

Thy bofom, and this glory nextto thee. 

Freely put off» and for him laftly die 140 

Well pleased ; on me let Death wreck all his-nge'} 

Under his gloomy pow*r I fhall not long 

Lie vanquifli'd ; thou haft !giy*n me ta poffefs 

Life in myfelf :for ev'r 5 by thcc-I lire. 

Though: now to Death I yield; and am his due 145 

All thiat of me can die ; yet thiat debt paid. 

Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 

His prey 9 nor fufF(ftr my unTpotted foul 

For cverwith comiptioiKthiere to dwell j . 

Bilt I ihall rife- vi6lerious,- and fubdue - 250 * 

My vaaquifhier, fpoiPd of his vaunted rpbil'; • 

Death his death's wound ihall then^ receive, and ftoop 

Inglorious, of'his mortal fting difarm'd. 

I through' the ample air in tryumph high • 

8h&ll lead'Hdl captive maugre Hell, and fhbw 155 : 

ThePov<r*rs6f darknefsbbund. Thou at the fight 

Pleased, out of Heaven- ihalt^look down and fmile^ 

While by thee raised I 'ruin all my foes. 

Death laft,* and with Ms earcait glut the grave : 

thtn with the multitude of my redeemed s^ 

Shall enter Heaven long abfent, and return, 

Fjither, to-fft.thy face^ wherein no.cloud ; 
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Of anger (hall romaio> but peaiie ftflVir'd 
And reconcilexn«nt; ^i^wth &aU be no mpic 
.Thenceforth, but in thy.prefcnce joy entire. .%^ 

His words here •ended, but. his meek afpe£l 
Silent yet fpakc, and breath'd iounoital love 
To mortal men, above which only ihone 
Filial obedience : as a iacrlfice 
jQlad to be oflFer'd, he Attends the will « 

Of his great Father. Admiration feisM 
All Heaven, what this ought mean^ and whither tea 
Wond*rii|g.s but fooa th' Almigh^ thus reply'd. 

O thou in Heay^n and Earth the oniyipeace 
JRound^mt for m^hind-nnder wraths O -thou a 
My fole coniplacfiKe \ weU thou know'A hoy/ degr 
To me lurealLn^y w^ork^, nor Man the leaft. 
Though laft created j fehat for him I fpare 
Thee from mybofom and s^ht hand, to fav«y 
J^ lofing thee a -while, the \7h0le race loft. « 

Thou therelare, whom thou only canftFedeem* 
fhur nature alfo to thy natune ioia $ 
And be thyfelf Man among men on «artili. 
Made fleih, wlien time ihaU -be, of visgin-ieed, 
B|r,wondcQ«s birth : be thou in Adam^s room a 
The head of nllmankind, Iboi^h AdamU f<m. 
At in htmperiih all men, fointhec. 
As from a fecond root, fhall be roftor^d 
As many -asare reiftor'd, . withont thee; none. 
^ crime makqt.ginlty all4iis ions; thy merit . . s( 
Imputed ihaU.abii>ive-them who rrepounce 
Their own b«l^sf)g^eoas4U)4 uac{ghteo^s>4cc(ll^> 
•»0 ^ * .i .10* 



And liyei» th^ tre^TplAi^tedy and from i^ 

Receive new Itfi;. So Mw» ^ ii moil iuft^ 

^Skall fatisfy -fcr Mao, he judgM and die» tf^ 

And dying jrift, and rifing with Wrm raifc 

His brethren,' ranibmM with his own deai* li£e. 

So heavenly love fy9\\ oytdo hc]li(h hatc» , 

Giving to deaths and dying tpxedeeis, 

<8o deasly to pedecni what helliih hate joo 

So eaii^ deftroy^d, and ftiU deitroys ^ 

In thof9 who, ifshen they may, accept not gi'aoe* 

Nor ftialit thouj by defcending tp aifume 

Man^-c aatvse, kflen qr .degrade thipe own. 

Bfoa^yft t)iQU baft» thou^ thronM in higheft bUA 

Equal to God, and e(|ually enjoying 

God-like fruition, quitted all to fave 

A world -from utter lofs, and haft been found 

By merit more than birthright Spn of God, 

found worthieft tP be fo by being good, 3|C9 

Far more than grieat or high j becaufe in thee 

hove hath abounded more than glory' abounds, 

Therefore thy hiuniliation fliall exalt 

With thee thy inanhood alCo tp this throne ; 

l^ifife (halt thou fit kcamat^, here ihait reign 31^ 

Both God and Man, Son bpth pf Gpd and "hfwa,, 

Anoin^ uoivei^ial king j all power 

I give thee 5 reign for ever, ^nd affupie 

Thy merits 5 under t^e as head fupren^e 

T)irones> Princedpms, Ppw'rs, Dpminipns I redtice; 

M\ knees to thee ihaU how, qf them that bide 

in Heav'jtiy jor Earthy of pnder Earth in HWL 
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When thou attended glorioudy from Heaven 

Shalt in the iky appear, and from thee fend 

The fummoning Arch- Angels to procJame fi4 

Thy dread tribunal ^ forthwith from all windt 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all paft ages, to the general doom 

Shall haften, fnch a peal fhall roufe their fleep. 

Then all thy faints affembled, thou (halt judge 53c 

Bad men and Angels ; they arraign^ (hall fink 

Beneath thy fentence ; Hell, her numbers full, 

Thenceforth (hall be for ever fhut. Mean while 

The world fliall burn, and from her a/hes fpring 

New Heaven and Eaith, wherein the juft /ball dwelt) 

And after all their tribulations long 

See golden days, finiiitful of golden deeds, 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 

Then thou thy regal fccpter /hah lay by, 

tbr regal fcepter then no mo^. fliall need-, 346 

Cod fhall be all in all. But all ye GodS». 

Adore Kim, who to compafs all this dies ; 

Adore the Son^ and. honor him as me. 

No fooner Jiad.th' Almighty ceasM, but all 
The jnul^tude of Angels, with a (hout 344. 

Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from l>left voices, uttering joy. Heaven rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hpfanna's filPd; 
ThI et^-nal regions : lowly^ reverent 
l^ow'ards either thvone they bo.w, and to the ground 
With folemn adoration down they caft 
yiflCiff crowns inwove with amarant znd gold^ 

Imiiiortal. 
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Immortal amarant, a flowV which once 

In Paradifey fail by the tree of life, 

Began to bloom; but foon for man^s offenfe 155. - 

To Heaven removM, where firft it grew, there grows^ ■ 

And flowers aloft ihading the fount of life, 

And whei*e the riv*er of blifs through midfl of Heaven 

Rolls o'er Elyfian flow'rs her amber ^eam ; 

With thcfe that never fade the Spirits eica 369 

Bind theii' refplendent locks inwreath'd with beams> 

Now in ioofe garlands thick thrown off, the blight 

Pavementi that like a fea of jafper ihone, 

Impuipled with celeftial rofes fmird. 

Then crownM again, their golden harps they tookj 

Harps ever tunM, that glittering by their fide 

Like quivers hung, and with preamble fweet 

Of charming fymphony they intioduce 

Their facred fong, and waken raptures high ; 

N9 voice exempt, no voice but well could join 370 . 

Melodious part, fuch concord is in Heaven. 

Thee, Father, firft they fung Omnipotent, . ' • 

Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal Kipg j thee Author of all being, 
F<»4Atain of light, thyfelf invifit^le 375 

Amidfl the glorious brightnef^ where thou fit*ft 
Thron'd inacceflible, but when thou ihad'ft 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a clotid ' 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant Airine, 
D|^ with exceiEve bright thy (kirts appear, 380 • 

Yet dazle Heaven, that brighteft Seraphim 
Approach iiot| but v^th both wings veil their eyes. 
.; ' ' ■ " O 3 Tbce ' 
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Thee next they fyttg of all creation firft. 

Begotten Son, Divinfe SirtHittide, 

lit ithofe conij[>icaous countenance, witiiovt clcmd 

MWfe vifible, th* almighty Farther fhines, 

Whom elfe no creature can behold ; on thee 

InipttfCd ttC effulgence of his glory' abides, 

Transfus'd 6n thee his ample Spirit refts. 

Hi Iteav^n of Heav'ns and all the PoWrs therein 3^1 

By thee created, and by thee drew down 

Th' afptring Dominations : thou that day 

Thy Father's dreadful thttnder didft not fpare. 

Nor Aop thy flaming chariot wheels, that (hook 

Hcav'n^s everlafting frame, while o'er the necks j^ 

Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difarray'd.' 

Back from purfuit thy Pow*rs with loud acclame 

Thee only' extoll'd. Son of thy Father's mi^t. 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 

Ndt (b on Man : Him through their malice fall'n, 4JM 

Father of mercy' and grace, thou didft not doom 

So ftri6^1y, but much more to pity' incline : 

No fooner did thy dear and only S<m 

Perceive thee pitrpos'd not to doom frail Man 

So (tri&ly, but much more to pity* xnciin'd> 40^ 

He to appeafe thy wratk, and end the ftrife 

Of mercy' and juftice in thy face difcem'd, 

Regardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat 

Second to the*, oferM himftlf to die 

Fdk* Man's offenfe. O tthexampled lore, ^u 

Love no where t6 be found kft than Divine! 

Hail Son of God/ Saviour of MeiTi thy n«me 

Shal 
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Shall be the copious matter of my Cong 
Henceforthy and nerer (hall my harp thy praife 
Forjct, nor from thy Father*^ praife disjoki. 4^5 

Thus they in Heaven, above the ftarry fphere» 
Their happy ho«rs in joy and hymning fpent. 
Mean while upon the jfirm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whofe firft convex divfdet 
Tbi luminous inferior orbs inclosed 42^ ' 

From Chaos and th* inroad of Darknefs old, 
Satan alighted walks : a globe far off 
It feemMy now feems a boundlcfs ooadnent 
Dark, wafte, and Mpild, ander the frown of Night 
StarLefs exposed, and evcr-threatstag ftorms 415 

Of Chaos bluft^ring round, inclement iky ; 
Save on that (ide which from the wall of Heaven, 
Though diftant far, fbme fmall reflexion gains 
Of glimmfiring air lefs vex*d with tempeft loud t 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large m fpacious ibid. 4jo^ 
As when a vultur on Imaus bred, 
Whofe fnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 
Diflodging fiEom a region Icarce of prey 
To gorge the Aefh of lambs or yeanling kids 
On bitis whore ibcks'are f«d, ities tow'ard the ^ng» 
Of Ganges or Hydaipe^ Indian ftyeams ; 
But in his way lights on the barren p(aina 
Of Sericana, whe)« Chinefts ^hivc 
With fails and- wind their eany waggons ligHtt 
9§ em this winrfy Tea of land, the Fiend 446 

Walk'd up and down akme, bent <m his prey ) 
Alone, for other craftturi in this-j^laec ;•" 

' • • ^ G 4 Living 
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Living or lifelefs to be found was none; 
None yet^ but ftore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aereal vapors flew 4^ 

Of all things tranfitoiy* and vain, when fm. 
With vanity had fiU'd the works of men; 
'Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their, fond hopes of glory' or lafting fame, 
' Qr kappinefs in this or th* other life; j^* 

All who have.thcir reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful fuperftition and blind zeal, 
Nought feeking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ; 
Afl th' unaccomplifli'd works of Nature's hand, 4* 
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mix'd, 
Diflblv'xi on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 
Till final difiblution, wander here. 
Not in the neighboring moon, as fome have dream'd 
Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, ^ 

Tranflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt th* angelical and hwman kind. 
Hither of ill-join'd fons and daughters born 
Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though then rcnownM s 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and ftili with vain defign 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build t 
Others came fingle ; he who to be deemM 
A God, leapM fondly into i^tna flames, 4^ 

Empedocles s and he who to enjoy 
riato^t Elyfiumi )es^p*d into the fea# 

Cleombv^tu 
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>rotus I and many more too long, 
o*s and idiots, eremites and friers 

blacky and gray, with all their trumpery* 
Igrims roam, that ftrayM fo far to (eek 
gotha him dead, who lives in Heaven i 
icy who, to be fure of Paradife, 
put on the weeds of Dominion 
•"rancifcan think to pafs difguisM-; 4^' 

lafs the planets fev*n, and pafs the fixM, 
lat oryftallin fphere whofe balance weighs 
spidation talk'd, and that firii movM ; 
ow Saint Peter at Heav'n's wicket feetns 
it them with his keys, and now at foot 4t| 
av'n>5 afcent they lift their feet, when lo 
ent crofe wind from either coaft 
them tranfverfe ten thonfand leagues awry 
le devious air ; then might ye fee 

hoods, and habits with their wearers toft 490 
utter'd into rags, then reliques, beads, 
ences, difpenfes, pardons, bulls, 
ort of winds : all thefe upwhirl'd aloft 
T the baokfide of the world far off 
Limbo large and broad, fmce caird 49} 

iradife of Fools, to fewnnknown 
ifter, now unpeopled, and untrod. 
s dark globe the Fiend found as he pafs*d9 
mg he wanderM, till at laft a gleam 
^niog light tumM thither- ward in hafte f^m 
iverd ftcps : far diftant he deicries 
ling by degrees magnificent 
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Up to the wall of^Hcar^ a ftm^ure high ; 
At top whereof, but far more rich 24>|>eai'*d 
The work as^ of a kingly palace gate, ' fti^ 

With frontifpiece of diamond aad ^Id . 
£mbelli(h];d ; thick with. 4>3rkUng orient gems 
The portal (hone, inimitable on earth 
By model, or by (hading pencil drawn. 
TJhe ftairs were fveh as whei-eon Jacob faw 51a 

Angels a&ending and defcending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from Efasi fled 
To Padan-Aram, in the field of Luz 
Dreaming by night under the open iky, 
And waking cry^d, This is the gate of Heaven. 51^ 
Each ftair myfterioudy was meant, nor ftood 
There always, but drawn up to Heav^a fometimcs 
Vicwlefs J and underneath a bright fea flowed 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Vfho after came from earth, failing arriv'd $zaj 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Rapt in a chariot drawn by ^ry fteeds. . . 

The ftairs were then kt down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafy' afcent, or aggravate 
I^s fad exclufron from the doors of blifs r 5«5- 

l)ife£t againft which open'^from beneath* 
Juft o'er the blifsful feat of Paradife, 
A paff^e down to th' Earth, a paiTage wide^ 
Wider by far than that of after-times 
^cr moimt Sion, and, though that were Isypge^ , $f^' 
Orci- the PromisM Land to Qiii (6 dear^ 
By which, to vifit oft thofe haj^y.tribe% . ■ ,if^ 

On' 
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On high behtift^ hik Aogtlir t& and ho 

Pafs'd £jreq[«m^ and hit eyt vfitHa choice regard- 

F^MH Paneas the^btlilt of J^rdom^s ffood 535 

To Bferia%«y # i > trt the Hoijr Land 

Borders on Sgy^t md th' Arabian 0lore ; 

So wide the opening ftMil*d^ whese bounds we!re fet 

To darkad^ fnck M bcMnd t^ ocean wave. 

Sjt%a fronl^btnctv <Hiw on the lower ftair 54'* 

That fcal'd by tttip^ of gtAA to Heayen gate. 

Looks down wHk wonder at the fiidden view 

Of all this world at once. As when a fcoitt 

Through dariL and dliftrt Wflpjrs with peril gone 

Ait ^ight, at laft by break of cheariFiil dawn 545*' 

Obtains the brow c^ fome bigh-climbing hilly. 

Which to his eye dircovers nnaware 

The goodly pf«^€^ of feme foreign land 

Firft feen, c/t feme r«ndwn'd metropolis 

With glift'ring fptres and pinnacles adomM S9*'' 

Which n«w the rifmg fnn gilds- with his beams ) 

Such wonder feis^d, though after Heaven feen^ 

The Spi^rit malign, but mnch more envy feis*d«' 

At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 

Rqnnd he furveya (and well might, where he ftood '*' " 

So high above the chrcling canopy - •• 

Of night's extended fliade) froirt caftem point 

Of Libm tft the iMcy ^ that bears 

Andromeda far off Atlantic feas 

Beyond th' horizon j thtn from pole to pole 5^'- 

He views in breadth, and without lon^r paufe 

Pown right 4ttloth(^wofl4'»4fthir-«egicai' throws- ~ 

Hit 
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His flight precipitant, smd winds with eafe^ ■ 
Through the pure marble air his oblique wajr • ^ 
Amongft innumerable liars, that fliQtte i 

Sfars diilant, but nigh tomd feeraM et)icr woi^lds ) 
Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy ilet» 
Like thofe Hefperian gardens fam*d of old| 
Fortunate fields, and groves» and flow'ry valet, 
T^ice happy iles, but who dwelt happy there j 
He ^y*d not to inquire ; above them id! 
The golden fun in fplendor likeft Heaven 
AllurM his eye : thither his courfe he bends 
Through -the calm firmament, (but up or downs 
By center, or eccentric, hard to tell, . < 

Or longitude,} wheie the great luminary 
Aloof the vulgar conftellations thick. 
That from his lordly eye keep diftance due, 
Bifpenfes light from far $ they as they move 
TJb^ ftarry dance in numbers that compute , < 

Days months and years, tow'ards his all-chearing la 
T\im fwift their various motions, or arc turned 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The univerfe, and to each inward part 
With (gentle penetration, though unfeen, i 

Shoots invifible virtue ev^n to the deep $ 
So wondrouily was fet his ftation bright. 
There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhapt 
Aftronoraer in the fim's lucent orb 
Tfciough his glaz'd optic tube yet never faw. * 

The place he found beyond expreffion bright. 
Compared with ought on earthy metal or ftone $ 
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Not all parts like, but all alike infbrmM 

With radiant light, as glowing ir*on with firef 

If^metaly part feemM gold, part filvcr clear ; 505 

If ftone, carbunele moft or cinyfoHte, 

Ruhj or topa3», to the twelve that (hone 

In Aaron's breaft-plate, and a ftone befidea. 

Imagined rather oft than elfewhere feen, 

That ftone, or like to that, which here below 6o4 

Pfailofophers in vain fo long have fought. 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

Voladl Hermes, and^call up unbound' 

In various fliapes old Proteus from the fea, 

Ih>Gun'd thi^ugh a limbec to his native form» 60*5. 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 

Breathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers run 

Potable gold, when, with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chemic fun, fo far from us remote, 

Fhkluces, with tcn-eftrial^humor mix'd^ tf le 

Here iii the dark fa many precious things 

Of color gbrious, and-effcft fo rare ^ 

Here matter new to gaze the Devil Tpct 

Undazled; far and wide his eye commands; 

Po^ fight no obfhicle found here, nor fhade, 6x5 

But all fun-fhine, as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from th* equator, as they now 

Shot upward ftill direft, whence no way round 

Shadow from body opaque can fall 5 and th* air 

Ko-where fo clear, (harpenM his vifual ray 6i9 

To obje^s diftant far, whereby he foon 

(ayif« within kte.a gl9riou$ Aiigcl fytoA^' 

Thft 
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The fame whMa Jfdpi iaiiir elie w ^e Am « 

His back was turn'^, bvt not hia biigbtoeft litd f 

jQf beaming fupay rays a goktea (is^ 6 

Circled his head, nor left his Ipclbs behind 

Iliuftrious on his ihoulders flei^ with wingt 

Lay waving round ; on iome great chai^ge etn^^Hi 

He feem'd, or ^*d in cogitation deep. 

^iad wa« the Spi'rit impvre» as now in hope £ 

To find who might 4ire£l his wand'nng flight 

To Paiiidife the hs^py feat of Man» 

His jonrney^s en4 and our beginning woe* 

But firft he cafts to ch«\ge his proper Aiape, 

Which elfe might work him danger oi* delay i S 

And now a ftripling Chemb he appeases. 

Not of the prime, ye^fuch as in his face 

Youth fmil'dcaleftial) and to every limb 

Suitable grace difius*d» fo well he £eign'di 

Polder a coronet his flowing hair ,^ 

In curls on either cheek playM $ whigs he W0re 

Of many a colored plume fprinkled with gold^ 

His habit fit for4>ced fuccin&y and held 

Before his decent jfteps a fllver wand. 

HfB%drew not nigh .unheard ; the Ang^ hrig^ ^ 

Ere he drew nigh» his radiant vifkge tum!dj 

Admonifh'd by his £sa:, and (bait wae know9 

Th' Arohr Angel Uriel, one of the (even 

Who in. Qod's prefence^ neareft to his thrpnej^ 

&!^id ready at cox^mand, and are his eyes ft 

'That run thi*6u^ atl the Heav'ns, or down .to th* Ear 

Bear his fwift eitVl4^'<'^^i'->^^ su^ 40'> 
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Uriel, for thou of thgie knn Spi'rtis that ftand 
Id. Agtit of God's high throne, .gloiiouily bright, 655 
The firft art wont his groat authentic wiil 
Interpretier through higheft tieav'n to bring. 
Where all his Tons thy embafify attend i 
And here art likelieft by fupremc decree 
J!.ike honor to obtain, and as his eye ^(o 

To vifit oft this new creation round } 
Unfpeakabie defire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiofly Man, 
His chief delvght and favor, hua for whom 
j/Vll thefe bis woi;ks Sq wondfous he ordain'd, 665 

Hath brought me frpqi the quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandering. .Brighteft Stra^, tell ? 

In which of all thefe (hining orbs hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fixed ieat-hath none, 
^ut ail thefe fhining orbs his choice to dwell $ 670 
That I m%y find him, and with iecret gazt 
Or open admiration him behold, 
On whom the great Creator hath hcilowM 
Worlds, an4 on whom ha^ aU thefe graces pour-d-} •• 
That both in him and all things, as isoKct, 6f§ 

)lie nniverfal Maker we.mayiprajfe; 
Who juftly hath diiv'n out his rebel :iM 
To deepeft Hdl, and to wpairthat lois 
Created this new happy race jof Men 
Ja- ferve him 'better : wUe 4Ufr all his waya. #•# 

So fpake t^ie fal& diflemhlertuiipcrtesv'd | : ^ - ' 
For neither M^snm JkPOlgiiLq^^iJEBaiA /. ' }- >' >>* 
;/:.,: Hypocrify, 
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Hypocrify, the only' evil that walks . 

Invifible, except to . God ' alone^ 

By his pcnniflive will, through Heav'n and Earth : €%$ 

And oft, though wilSom wake, fufpieioxiL^ileeps 

At wifdom^s gate, and to fimplicity- 

Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks no ill ' 

Where no ill f^emss Which now for once beguird 

tUiiel, though regent of- the fun, and held 690 

The (harpeft-fighted Spi'rit of. all in Heayen y 

Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul 

In hiS: uprightnefs anfwcr thus return^; 

Fair Angel, thy defire, which tends t9 know 
TJke works of God| thereby to glorify 695. 

The great Work-mafter^ lead's to no excefs- 
That reaches, blame, but rather merits praiie 
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hitha^r 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone, 
.X« witn^fs with thine eyes what fome perhapSs. 700 . 
Contented wkh report hear only' ia Heav«n t- 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleafant to know,, and worthieft to be all ; 
H24 in remembxai^e. always with delight ^. ' 

jBu( what created mind can comprehend • '705 ; 

'jhheir number, or the wifdom infinite - 
That brought Jthem fortti, but hid their caufes deep f •' 
I faw when at his word the formlefs mafs,. 
This world's material mold, came to a heap i 
|k?(U|furion heard his voice, and wild uproar « yt% 

Stood rulMj; ftood vaft iniinitude confined ^ . 
Till at his fe^pn^jbiddinj^daijuiefs.fledyt,. 
, • Light- 
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Light (hone, and order from diforder fprung: 

Swift to their feveral quarters hafted then 

The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, firti 7x5 

And this ethereal quintefleace of Heaven 

Flew upward, fpirited with various forms. 

That roird orbicular, and tum*d to ftars 

Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move | 

Each had his place appointed, each his courfej 719 

The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 

Look downward on that globe, whofe hither fide 

With light from hence, though but refle£led, ihines } 

That place is Earth the feat of Man, that light 

His day, which elfe as th* other hemifphere 725 

Night would invade } but there the neighboring moon 

(So call that oppoiite fair ftar) her aid 

Timely* interpofes, and her monthly round 

Still ending, ftill renewing, through mid Heaven* 

With boixowM light her countenance triform 73a 

Hence fills and empties to inlighten th* Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam*t abode, thofe lofty (hades his bower. 

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 735 

Thus (aid, he turnM ; and Satan bowing low. 
As to fuperior SpiVits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honor due and reverence none negle£ls» 
Took leave, and tow^ard the coaft of earth beneath, 
Down from th* ecliptic, fped with hopM fuccefs, 740 
Throws his fteep flight in many an aery wheel. 
Nor ftay'd, till on Niphates' top he lights. 

TBB END OF THE THIRD BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

8atan now in profpef): qf Eden, and nigh the pUce 
wheft he mufc now attempt the bold enterprife which 
he undertook alone againft God and Man^ falls into 
many doubts with himfelf, and many paffions> fear^ 
envy, and defpair; but at length confinns himfelf in 
evil, journeys on to Paradife whofe outward profpeft 
and fituation is defcribed, overleaps the bounds, (its 
in the ihape of a cormorant •n the tree of life, as 
higheil in the garden, to look about him. The 
rarden defcribM ; Satan'^s Hrft fight of Adam and Eve j 
his wonder at their excellent rorm and happy ftate, 
but with refolution to work their fallj overhears 
< their llircourfe, thence gathers that the treeof know- 
ledge was ^forbidden them to eat of, under poialty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation 
by reducing them to tranfgrefs : then leaves them a 
while, to know further of -their ftate by fome other 
means. Mean while Uriel defcending on a funbeam 
warns Gabriel, who had in charge the ?ate of Para- 
' dife, that fome evil Spirit had efcapM the deep, and 
pafs*d at noon by his fphere in the fliape of a good 
-Anjgel -down to Paramfe, difcovered after by his 
funous^eftures in the mount. Gabriel promifes to 
itnd litm ere morning. Night coming on, Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of going to their reft : their bower 
defcriVd; their evening worftiip. Gabriel drawing 
forth his bands of night-watch to walk the round of 
Paradiie, appoints two ftrbne Angels to Adam*s 
bower, left the evil Spirit ihouid be tnere doing ibme 
Karm to Adam or Eve deeping $ there they find bim 
at the car of Eve, tempting her in a dream, andliriiu^ 
^ him, though unwilling, to Gabriel } hy whom qiiei- 
tionM, hefcornfully anfwers, prepares reriftance,l>u^ 
hindered by a fign from Heaven, flies out of Para* 
iik. .... 1 
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or that warning voice^ . which he who faw 
V Apocalyps heard cry in Heaven aloud». 
rhenthe Dragon^ put to fecond rout, 
orious down .to be revengM on men, 
^k* inhabitants on. earth I that now» 5 

dme was, our firib parents had been wam*d 
ining of. their fecret foe,, and fcap'd, 
o fcapM hit mortal fnare : for now. 
now firft inflamM with rage,, came down, 
npter ere th^ acauler of^man-kind, x% 

ck on innocent frail man his lofs 
firft battel, and his flight to Hell: 
: rejoicing in his fpeed, though bold 
and-fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft, 
his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 15 

Uing boils in his tumultuous breaft, 
Le a deviliih engin back recoils 
imfelfj horror and doubt diftra^ 
sbled thoughts, and from the bottom ftir 
;11 within him; for witlun him Hell &•" 

igs, and round about hiro, nor from Hell 
p no more than from himfelf can fly j 

H3 By 
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By change of placQ : now confcience wakes defpair 
That flumberM, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what Ke was, what ie, aind what muft be 25 

WoVfe ; of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft enfue. 
Sometimes tow^ards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleafant, his grievV look he iixes fad ; 
Sometimes tow'ards Heav'n and the full-blazing fun. 
Which now fat high in his meridian tower : 30 

Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with furpaffing gbry crown'd, 
Look^ft from thy fole dominion like the God 
Of this new world ; at whofe fight all the ftars 
Hide their diminiihM heads ; to thee I call, 35 

But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 
O* Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftate 
I fell, how glorious once above thy fphere j" ' 
Till pride and worfe ambition threw me down ■' 4.9 
Warring in Heav'n againft Heav'n's matchlefs king^ 
Ah wherefore ! he defcrv'd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was" 
In that bright eminence, and with his good' * 
Upbraided ndfne ; nov was his fer?ice hard. ' ' 45 
What coulctbe lefs- than td afford him phiiff, " 
The eafieft recompenfe^scnd {>ay hiin thanks, * 
How due! yet all his goodprov'd iWiii Aiir, 
And wrought but malice ; tifted up'fd high ' 
f fdeind fubjeftion, afid thought one ftep highef ?" 50. 
Would fet me hig'heft", and in a moiiiiehfqutt 
The debt imiricnfc of endlefs gittitude; ' * '" ■ " " 
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So burdeftfome ftill payings ftill to ovn^ 

Forgetful what from him I ftill receiy'd*, 

^PLnd underftood not th«t 1 grateful mind 55 

By owing owet not, hot ftill pays, at once 

Indebted and difcharg'd ; what bnrden then ? 

O had his pow^ffiil deftiny ordainM 

Me fome in^or Angel, I had ftood 

Then happy 5 no Unbounded hope had rais*d 60 

Ambition. Yet why net > (bme bthftr Power 

As great might have af\)it'.d, and me though meih 

Drawn to his part 5 but bdier Pow'rs as great 

Fell not, biit ftand uiiftiaken, from withih 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. 65 

Hadft thou the fame free will and powV to ftand ? 

Thou hadft : whom haft thou then or what t" accufe. 

But Heav'n*s frte love dealt equally to all ? 

Be idien his love acctn*s'd, fmce love or hate, 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe, 70 

Nay curs'd be thou 5 ftttce againft his thy* will 

Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 

Me miferable 1 whioh way ihall I fiy 

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair ? 

Which way I fly i^ Hell ; myfclf am Hell ; 7$ 

And in the loweft dieep a lower deep 

Still threatnii^g to devour Aie opens wide, 

To which the Hell I fuftef feems a Heaveo. 

O then at laft relent : is there no place 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left ? So 

None left but by fubmifiion ; and that word 

Difiiaili fotbids me, and my dread of ihame 

H 4 Among 
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Among the Spi'rits beneath, whom I feducM 
With other promifes and other vaunts 
Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue t$ 

Th' Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain. 
Under what torments inwardly I groan. 
While they adore me on the throne of Hell. 
yiTith diadem and fcepter high advanced, 90 

The lower ftill I fall, only fupreme 
In mifery $ fuch joy ambition finds. 
But fay I could j^pent, and could obtain 
By aft of grace my former ftate ; ' how loon 
Would highth recall high thoughts, how foon un(ay 
What feign'd fubmif&on fwore ? eafe would recant 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
' For never can tine reconcilement grow. 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc*d (b deep s 
Which would but lead me to a woiie rdapfe 100 

And heavier fall : fo (hould I purchafe dear 
Short intermiflion bought with double fmart. 
This knows my punifher; therefore as far • 

From granting he, as I from begging peace: 
All hope excluded thus, behold in ftead 105 

Of us out-caft, exilM, his new delight. 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 
So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 
Farewel remorfe : all good to me is loft j 
£vil be thou my good; by thee at leaft sio 

Divided empire with Heav^n^s king I hold. 
By thee, and more than hdlf perhaps will reign j 
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As Man ere long* and this new world (hail know. 

Thus while he fpake, each pafiion dimm'd his face ; 
Thrice chaogM with pale^ ire, enrff and defpair ; TI5 
Which marr'd hit borrowed viTage, and betrayed 
ilim counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heavenly minds from Aich diflempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he foon aware, 
Each perturbation fmoothM with outward cafan, xs« 
Artificer of fraud $ and was the firft 
That pra£tis'd hlfkood under faintly ihow. 
Deep malice to conceal, couchM with revenge » 
Yet not enough had pra£HsM to deceive 
Uriel once wamMj whofe eye purfued him down 115 
The way he went, and on th' Aifyrian mount 
Saw him disfigured, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy fort : his geftures fierce 
He marked and mad demeanour, then alone. 
As he fupposM, all unobfervM, unfeen. 130 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her inclofure green. 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of ar fteqp ¥Fildemefs, whofe hairy fides 135 ' 

With thicket overgrown, grottefque and wild, 
Acccf% cleny*d } and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of lofdeft fliade, ^ 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afcend 140 

Shade above fhade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieft view. Yet higher than their tops 

The 
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The veni*ii)iii wall of Paradife up fpning : 
Which to our general fire gave proCp^ large 
Into hit netfatr empire neighboring round. x^% 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlieft trees loaden with faireft fruity 
Bloflbms und fruits at once of golden hue. 
Appeared, with gay enamel'd colors mix'd t 
Qn. which the fun more glad imprcfs^d his beams 150 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid boW^ 
When God hath ihow'r'd the earth j £0 lovely feem'4 
That Undlkip ; And of pure now pui:er air 
Meets his approach, and to the heart infpires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All fadnefs but deipair : now gentle gaks 
Fanning their odoriferous wings difpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole 
Thofe balmy fpoils. As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are pad 169 

Mozambic, off at fea north-eail winds blow 
Sabean odors from the fpicy (hore 
Of Araby the bleft j with fuch delay 
Well pleaa'd they flack their courie, and many a league 
ChearM with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles : 265 
So entertainM' thoib odorous fweets the Fiend . 
Who came their bane, though with them better pleas*4 
Than Afmodeus with the fiihy fume 
That drove hinr, though enamoured, from the fpovtfe 
Qf Tobit's fon, and with a vengeance fent 170 

Frpm Media poft to Egypt, there fail bound. 
Now to th' afcent of that fteep (avage hill 

Satan 
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Satan had joamty^d oa, penfive and flaw; 
£ut further way found none, fo thick intwin*d» 
As one conttnved brake, the undergrowth if| 

Of ihrubs and tangling buflies had perplez'd 
All path of man or beaft that pafs'd that way t 
One gate there only was, and tfcat )ook*d eaft 
On th' other &dt j which when th' arch-felon few, , ■ 
Pue entrance he difdain'd, and in contempt, tf* 

At one (light bound high over leap'd all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and &eer within . : » 

Lights on his feet* As when a prowling wol£^ 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where ifliepherds pen their flocks at eve tt^ 
In hurdled c«tes amid the iield fecure, f 

Leaps o^er the fence with eafe into the fold : 
Or as a thief bent to unhbrd the caih 
Of ferae rich biurgher, whofe fubftantial door8» 
-CroTs-barrM and bolted fa&, fear no aflault, :i$o 

In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : , 
^o clomb this iirft gitind thief into God's fold } 
So fince into his church lewd hireling's. climb. 
Thence up ht flew, and on the tree of life, 
The naiddie tifee and higheft there thai: grew, ^^ff 

Sat like ^ cormorant ;. yet not true life 
Thereby r^ain^d, but ikt devifmg death 
To them who livM j nor pn the virtue thought » 

Of that life-giving plant, but only uB'd • ' 
For profpefl, what well us'd had been the pfedge sod 
Of immortality. So little know^ 
Any, but G9d aione^ to v^t right . ,,,--../ 
^ • The 
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The good before him, but penrertt beft diingt. 

To worft abufe, or to their meaneft ufe. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views 

To all delight of human fenfe expov^d 

In narrow room Nature^ whole wealdt, yea more, 

A Heaven on ^orth : ^r bitfsfur Pamd&fe* 

Of God the garden was, by him in th^eaftf 

Of Eden planted f- Eden ftretch'd her line- 

From Auran eaftward to the royal towers 

Of great Seleucia, built By Grecian kingv 

Or where the fons o^Eden long before^ 

Dwelt in Telaflar i in this pleafant foil' 

Hit far more pleafant garden God ordainM'^ 

Out of the ferdl ground he caused to grow- 

All trees of nobleft kind for fight^ fmell^ tafb 3 

And all amid them flood the tree of life. 

High, eminent^ blooming ambroiial fruit 

Of vegetable gold) and'next to life^ 

Our death the tree of knowledge grew faft by, . 

Knowledge Q^ good bou^t dear by knowing ill. 

Southward duough Eden went a river large, 

Noc changed his oourfe, but through the fhaggy hi 

Fafr^ underneath ingulPd $ for God' had thrown 

That mountain as his> garden 'mold high rai«*d 

Upon the rapid current, which througb veins 

Of porous earth with* kindly thtrfl up drawn, 

Role a frefli fountain, and widi many a- rill 

'i^^ter'd the garden; thence united feU 

Down the f(eep glade, and met the nedier floods 

Wiiich from his darJUbngc-paffiige now appcan,. 
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And now dhrided into fanrmmin ftreamt. 

Runs diTerfe, wandering numy a famous realm 

And country, whereof kere needs no account } 135 

But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 

How from that faph^r fount the crifped hrookSf 

Rolling on 4meBt fearl and fands of gold. 

With mazy error under pendent fliades 

Ran ne^kar, vifiting each plant, and fed i4« 

Flowers, worthy* >ofParadifey which not nice Art 

In beds and curious <kDots, but Nature boon 

PourM forth profuie on 4iiH and dale and plain. 

Both where the morning fun firft wannly fmote 

The open field, and where the unpiercM (hade 145 

Inbrown*d the noontide bowers : Thus was this place 

A happy nual feat of various view $ 

Groves whofe rich trees wept odorous gums and l>al«y 

Others whofe fruit bumifliM with golden rind 

Hong amiable, Hefperian fibles true, S5# 

If true, here only*, and of delicious tafte s 

Betwixt them lawn«, or level downs, and flocks 

Grazing the tender herb, were interposed. 

Or palmy hilloc ; -or the flowery lap 

Of fome irriguous valley fpread her ftore, 151 

Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the roft s 

Another fide, umbrageous grots and caves 

Of cool recefs, o*er which the mantling vine 

Lays forth her pnrple grape, and gently creeps 

Luxuriant ; mean while murmVing waters fall t^^ 

Down the dope hills, difpersM, or in a lake. 

That to the fringed bank with mystk crowned 

Her 
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Her cryftal mirrar htMs, onxte their ibreams. 

The birds ihtir quire apply -y aini^ venial aira, . 

j^n^thing the ibieU of Md and groTe, attuas ^t6$„ 

The trembling, leaves^ whil^ univcifal Panv 

Knit with thrGracei and the Hours ia dance 

Led on th* eternal Qurisg. Not diat fair field 

Of Enna, where Pro&rpin gatheriag flowers, 

HMielf a fairer flo^'r by gloomy I>ta 970 ; 

Was gatberM, which ceft Ceres all that paio 

To feek her through the world ^ nor that fweet grove 

Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' infpir'd 

Caftalian fpnng» might with this Paradife 

Qf Eden ftrire ; nor that Nyfeian ile ^ ^75 

GijFt with the river Triton, where old Cham^ 

Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jove,. 

Hid' An&akhea and her florid fou 

Young Bacchus from his ftepdame Rhfia*s eyej 

I^fr where Abaflin kings their iflue guard, aSo 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fuppos^d 

True Pturadife under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus heady inclosM with (hining rock^ 

A whole day's journey high^ but wide remote 

£0001 this Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend at 5 

^aw undelig^ited all delight, all kind 

Of living creatures- n€fw to- flght and flxange« 

Two of far nobler flmpe ere6b and tall,, 

Godlike. ere£l, : with native honor olad 

^ns^ked majefty (eem-M lords of all, ago 

And worthy* ftem^d j for in their looks divine. 

The image of.theis;gL9];ioua Maker flumes 

.... Truths 
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Truth, wifiiom, fim^tude (t:w€n and piuit» 

(Severe but in trvte iiKtl fmdom phcM) 

Whence true authority tn men ; though bodi %^f 

Not equal, se9 their fex not eqoal'feeni'M ; 

For contemplation he and valor fVmnMy 

For foftnefs Ihe and fwect attraftive grace. 

He for God only, (he for God in him : 

lfi« fair large front and eye fublime declared 30*^ 

Abfolute rule} ai\d hyacintlun locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hung 

Cluftring, but not beneath his (boulders broad : 

She as a veil down to the (lender wa^ 

Her unadorned golden treflbs wore ' fa^ 

Di(hevcrd, but in wanton ringlets wav'd " 

As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 

Sabje£lion, but requirM with gentle fway, * ' 

And by h^ yielded^ by- him bcft i-eceiv*d. 

Yielded with poy fubmiifion, modeft pride, 319' 

And fweet relu^ant amo\?ou8 delay. 

Nor thofe myfterious. parts wece then concealMj 

Then was not guilty (hame^ difhont ft fliame- 

Of nature*s wGcksi honor diihonorable, 

iiin-bred, how have y& troubled aU mankind Si-i^ 

With (hows inft^ad, mere (hows of feeming piure» 

And bsfliflii'd from man*s« life his happieft lift. 

Simplicity aSj^Cpotlefs innoctnce 1 

So pafsM they naked oh, nor (hunnM the (i^ht 

Of GQ.d or Angel, for they thought no ill i litk 

So hand in handdiey pafs'd, the lovdieft pair 

That ever fmce in love's embraces met j 

Adam 
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Adam the goodiieft man of men fince bom 

His fonsy the faireft of her daughtert Eve. 

Under a taft of ihade that on a green 325 

Stood whifpVing ibft^ by a fre(h fountain fide 

They fat them down $ and after no more toil 

Of their fwect gardening labor than fuffic^d 

To recommend cool Zephyr, and made eafe 

More eafy,. wholfome thirft and appetite 330 

Mi^re grateful, to their fupper fruits they fell, 

Ne^larin fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, (ide-long as they fat i-ecline 

On the foft downy bank damaikM with flowers : 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind 335 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brinuning ftream i 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 

Wanted, nor youthf\il dalliance as befeenu 

Fair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league. 

Alone as they. About diem fri(king play*d 340. 

All beafts of th* earth, fmce wild, and of all chafe 

In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den i 

Sporting the lion rampM, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid i bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

GambolM before them i th* unwieldy elephant 34.5 

To make them mirth us*d all his migh^ and wreathed 

His lithe probofcis $ clofe the ferpent fly 

Infmuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal gull* 

Gave proof unheeded j others on the graft 350 

CouchM, .and now flird with pafture gazing, ikt^ 

Or bedward ruminating} for the fun 

DecUttM 
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Dec]j#;4 WM )tg(tiog n^w with pfx>ne carreer 
To th' ocean i\^. wd in di* afcending fcale 
Of Heav> the flan tli«tiiiher evening rofo i 355 

When SatMi ftiU in gMe» as firft he flood, 
ScarcA thiM at length faii'd fpeech recovered fad* 
O Hell ! what do mine eyea with grief behold f 
Into our room of bliff thus high advanced 
Gaeatures of other mold, earth- bom perhapsi 36* 
Not Spirita»"yet to heavenly Spirits bright 
Litde inferior j whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and could love, fo lively fliinea 
In them divine refemblance, and Aich gn^e 
TM hand that formed them on their fliape hath peur'di 
Ah gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delights 
Will vaniihand deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafle is now of joy j 
Ihippy, but for fo happy ill fecurM 37^ 

Long to continue, and this high feat your Heaven 
111 fencM for Heaven to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enter!*d i yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom. I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I unpitiedi League with you I feek^ 375 
And mtrtual aimty fi> ftrait, fo dofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth J my dwellii^ haply may not pleafOf 
Like this fair Paradiib, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Aceqpt your Maker*s work j he gave it me, ^%% 

Which I aa h9dy give ; H^l ihall unfold. 
To entertain you two, hep widefl gates, 
Sfot, L I And 
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And fend forth all her kings ; there will be room> 

Not like thefc narrow limits, to receive 

Your numeroiu offspring 5 if no better place^ l%^ 

Thank him who puts me loath to this revenge > 

On you who wrong me not for. him who wr«ng*d. 

And 4Kould I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet public reafon juft, - 

liOQor an4 empire with revenge iniargM, 390 

By conquering this new world, compels; me now 

To do what elfe though damnM I fhoulc^ abhor^ 

So fpake the Fiend, and with necelTily, 
The tyrant's plea, excus'd his devilifti deeds. . 
Thpn from his lofty ftand on that high tree J9.J 

Down he alights among the fportfuj herd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as their (hape. fery'd beft his end. 
Nearer to yi?w l^is prey, and unefpy'd 
Tp. mark what of their ftate he more might leafn . 40c 
By wQrd or.aftion mark'd : about them round. 
A lion now h^^k^ with fiery, glfire j _ ■ , 

Then as a tiger,'. who by chance hathTpyld. 
In fome purliei^two^g^ntjie fawns at play,. 
Strait couclM^i.clpf^, .then rising chaxjges 6ft 401 

His couchant watch,- as one who .chpie his ground. 
Whence ruAnng %£ might fureft. fcife them both, 
Grip'd ip Qach p^ww^ when Adam firft of. men 
To firft of \siomi?n Eve thus moving fpeech, 
TiiriiM him all ear to hear new uttpraace flow. 41 < 

Sole partner, .and fole part, of all thefe joyS| . 
Dealer thy felf th^ all ^ needs. mu(l the >£qvnBr 
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That made us, and for ixt this ample world. 

Be infinitely good, and of his good 

As^Kberal and free as infinite } 415 

That i-aisM us from. the duft and placM us here. 

In all this happinefs, who at his hand 

Have nothing, merited, nor can perform 

Ought whereof he hath need', he who requires 

^m us no other fervice than to keep 4^0 

This one, this eafy charge, of aththe trees > ' 

In Paradife that bear delicious fruit 

So various, not to tafte that only tree 

Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life j 

Senear grows death to life, whate*er death is, 415- 

Some dreadful thing no doubt ; for well thou know*it 

God hath pronounced- it -deadi to tafte- that tree. 

The only fign of our obedience left- 

Among fo many iigns of pow*r and rule ' 

CfljfiurM upon us,>aud4ominioa given 4$^ ' 

Over all other creatures that poflefs 

Earth, air, and fea; ■ Then -let us not think hard ■ 

One eafy prohibition, who injoy 

Free leave fo large to aU things elfe, And choice. 

Ui^uiiited of manifold tklighta^-: . 4*35* 

But let us ever praife him^ and extol 

His bounty, followuig. our»delightful taflc^ 

To pruncj thefe growing plant** and tend thefe flowers. 

Which were it toilfome, yet with thee were fwect. . 

To.whomithus Eve reply'd. O thou for whom 440 > 
And from whom I .'was formM fle/h of thy ficlh. 
And without whom am to AC end,: my guide 

I a And^ 
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And heady ^what thou ka|b (hid is jvft and rig^ 

For we to him indeed all pratfes owe. 

And daily thanks ; I chiefty who enjoy 44^ 

So far ths hdppier lot, enjo3^ng thee 

Praecminent by Co muck odds, while thou 

Like confort to tkjrfelfcanft nowhere find. 

That day i oft remember, when fhnn fleep 

I fii4 awakM, and found m.yfelf rq^os^d «" 4^4 

Under a (hade on flowers, much wondVing ^ere 

And what I was, whfmoe ttiithier brought ^d how. 

Not diftant far from thenee a nrarm^nng foun^d 

Of waters iflued fVom a cave, and fpread 

Into a liqiiid plain, then ftood unmoT^d 4^} 

Pure a* tll^ expanse of Heaven i I thither went 

With unexperiencM thoughl;> and laid me dows 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to ine fcemM another jOcy* 

At I bent down to look, ]xdk oppofite 4^ 

A fhape within the watry gleam 2q>pearM, 

Bending ta look on me 4 I ftaiiedbackt 

It ftarted back j but pleasM I fooa retnhi^d 5 

PleasM it letum'd as iboa with anfw^ring look» 

Of QrjBipathy and love : there I had Ax^^d 4S5 

Mine eyes till now, and pin*d with vain deiire, 

Had not a voice thus wunM mc. What thou fteft, 

Whit there ^u feeft, fair Creature, is thyfelf j 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

An4 1 ^"oll bring thee where no fliadow ftays 47^ ' 

Thy coming, and thy (oft embraces^ he 

Whofe image tho^ «rt |; him thou ihak enjoy 

Infeparably 
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Inieparably thine, to him iiih bear 

Muldtiidee Hke thyfelf, and theiice be caird 

Mother of iraman race. Wliat couid I do, 475 

But follow ftrait, invifibly ikui led ? 

Till I efpyM thee, fair iodeed and tall, 

Under a platan $ yet methought lefs fair, 

Lefs winni ng foft, left amiably mild. 

Than that fmooth watry ^mage : back I tumM $ 489 

T&ou- following cry^dft aloud. Return fair Eve, 

Whom fly'fk thou ? whom thou fly*ft, of him thou art. 

His ileih, his bone } to give thee be*ing I lent 

Out of my fide to thee, neareft my heart 

Suhftantial life, to have thee by my fide 485 

Henceforth, an individual folace dear $ 

Part of my foul I feek thee, and thee dame 

My other half; with that thy gentle hand 

SeisM mine ; I yielded, and from that time fee 

Hokv beauty is excell'd by manly grace 490 

And wifdom, v^rhich alone is truly fair. 

So fpakexlur general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraCHon unreprovM, 
And meek fiitttnder, half eihbracing leenM 
Qn:ouf feft 4a;Mwr j half her fWtlling breaft 49 5 

Naked met his unider the floiiC^ gold 
Of her lodfe tMefles hid : Ik in delight 
Both of Uuer beauty and fubmWtve charmt 
Smird with iuperior love, as Jupiter 
9n Jimoiimiles, when he impregns the clouds 50^ 
Thatifaed May fiow'rs 5 and.pi-efsM her. matron lip 
With kiffea.pnrc:.3ftdc the JDetjiltum'd .) 

I 3 For 
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For envy, yet with jealous, leer malign 

£yM them afkance, and to himfelf thus plained. 

Sight hateful, fight torm^ting ! thus theib two 501 
ImparadisM in one another^s arms. 
The happier £den> ihall enjoy theii* fill 
Of blifs on blifs j while I to Hell am thruft. 
Where neither joy nor love, but £erce deflr^ 
Among our x>ther torments not the Jeafl, ^t 

Still unfulfiird with pain of longing j>ine^ 
Yet let me not forget what I have gainM 
From their own mouths : all is not theirs it feems ; 
One fatal tree there ftands of knowledge called* 
Forbidden them to tafte.: Knowledge forbidden ? 511 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why fhould their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be fm to know ? 
Can it 1^ death ? and do they only fland 
Sy ignorance ? is that their happy flate, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 5M 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin ! Hence I will excite their minds 
With more defire to know, and to rejefl 
Envious commands, inraated with defign 
To keep them low wfaoei knowledge might «xalt >$%$ 
Equal with Gods : afpirtng to be fiiek 
They tafle and die : what likelier caa enAie? 
But firfl with:«iarrow fearch I mufl walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave unfpyM ; 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 536 
Some wandering Spi^rit of Heav*n by fountain 'fide. 
Or in thick fhade petir^d, from )um to draw 

What 
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What further would be learn'd. Live while you may. 

Yet hapjry pair j enjoy, till I return, 

SJiort pleafuresy fcur long woes are to fucceed. 535 

So. faying, his proud ftep ke fcornful turned. 
But with dy circiunfpe^lion, and began 
Through wood,through wafte,o*er hill,o'cr dale, his roatt. 
Mean while in. utmoft longitude, where Heaven 
With esurth and ocean meets, the fetting fua 54^ 

Slowly defcended, and with right afped 
Againft the eaftem gate of Paradife 
LeveUM his evening ray« < it was a rock 
Of alab^fter, pird up to the clouds, 
Confpicuoas far> winding with one afccnt 545 

Acceifible^from tarth, one entrance high $ 
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rpfe, impofTible to climb> 
Betwixt thefe rocky pillars Gabriel fat, 
(^ef of th* angelic guards, awaiting night ; 550 

About him exercisM heroic games 
Th^ unarmed youth of Heaven, but nigh at hand 
Celeftial armoury, Shields, helms, and fpears. 
Hung high with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
TiMther came Uriel, gliding through the even 55$ 
On a fun beam, fwift as a (hooting ibu: 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir^d 
Imprefs the air> and (hows the mariner . 
From what point of his compafs to be^^rare 
Impetttoui winds s he .thus began in hafte* • 54a 

Gabiiel, to. thee thy courfe by lot hath given 
Charge and iixift watch, that to this happy place 
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No evil thing approach <fr eifler hi. 
This day at highth of noon cami!*to toy ^h&t 
A Spirit, 'tt^da^, as he feetn^A, -to kno^, ^ 

More of th* Almighty'* wcirks, and.chkfly MhB« 
God's lateft image : I defcfib'd his -M^ 
- Sent all -on fpeed, and markM his aei*y gafe^ 
But in the mount that lies from 6den nbtth. 
Where he fitft lighted, foon difcatti^d his look* ^ 
Alien from Heav'n, with paffions foul bbfcur'd^: 
Mine eye pijrfiied him ftill, but Uixdtr (hade 
Loft fight of Wm : one cff the tianifti'd crew, 
I fear, hath venturM from the deep, to raiffe 
New troubles ; him thy care ffliift be to iind. h; 

To whom the winged warrior thtts returned* 
Uriel, no wonder if thy'peifeA fight. 
Amid the fun's bright circle whert thou (itft. 
See far and wide s in at this gate none pafs 
?^he vigilance hereiplacM, hMt flich as totnt '^ 

Well known from Heav'n; and fmce meridilan'!iOttr 
No ci«ature theinee : if Spi'rit of other fort. 
So minded, hfave o'er-leapM thefe tarihy botmcb 
On pntpofe, hardlhbu know*ft it to escdude 
S j^ibritual ftlbftsmte with ' torporeal bar . j 

But if within the circuit'of thefe walks, 
In whzrtibftVcr fiiapc he lurk, of whom 
Thdu teirft, by morrow dawning! fliail know. 

So {M-omisM he; and Uriel to his tharge 
Wtum'd on ihtitbrfjfht beam, whoffe-point n^Wrti 
Bore him fldpe downward to'ttrefirn now fallen 
Benea^ ik' «Azore$ i whether the prime t)rb, 
^'* Incredi 

\ 
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IncmliblelMMrMft, had tludicr ioU'd 
Diuraa]^ or Mt kft Tolubil earthy 
^.ihorterflight toith'eaft, hadkft4iini thei« 595 
Arraying with<refl«dcd |nirpie* andtgold 
The clouds ^wt on/his iveAetn throne attend. 
Now came :ftilL «itaung on^ «nd twilight f^y 
Had in her fbhcr Hrery tfll things dad ; 
SHbnce . mcoompanied j Ibr beaft and birdy 6o# 

They to their .gnifly oonoh, theie to tftieir nefts 
Were flunk, «0 4Mit die Wakeful nightingales , ' 

She al} night long Iter ^toiorovs defcant fung ; 
Silonce was i^easM 1 now glowM the firmament 
Wkh living' (aphir»: Hefpenis, diat led 60$ 

The ftarry hoft, rode hrighteft, till the moon 
Riiing in clouded majefty^ at length 
Apparent que^n^tarfcird her pectlefs light, 
And o'er the dark 4ier'fiirer mantle threw. 
- ,When Adafti thus fo E^. Fair Confort, th' hour " 
Of night, ^sttid *all diing*- now rettr'd to reft 
Mind ue <^f ljfeett!{i6fb, fiiree Godhath fet 
Labor and ltft,'%is day^md night to men 
SutciTfir^ 5 iand the thnety view oJF fltffep 
Hkk^ fallilig^th fdfttruttlbrous weight inclines 615 
Our eye-litis : 6th«r cireitufes all day long 
Rove idle ntiiin|>loyn!, and Ids need Ineft 5 
Man h^hfs ddliy trbfk of b6(ly' or mind 
Appoihtefd, Whtth d^clkfesTiis dignity, 
Afid the rt^ai^ of Heaven 6n all his ways ; isM 

While other iutfmf Isunaftivfe tange, 
Abd 6f thMlr dolnks'Crod tikeft no accounts 
' ' T« 
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To-morrow ere freih morning ftreak the eaft 
With firft approach of light, we muft be rifen, 
yWid at eur pleafant labor, to reform 6x5 

Yon flow'ry arbors, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches orergrown. 
That mock our fcant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
^hofe bloifoms alfo, and thof^ dropping gums, . 630 
That lie be(bx>wa unfightly and unfmooth, 
Aik riddance, if we mean to tread with «afe$ 
Mean while, as Nature wills, night bids us reft« 

To whom thus Eve with perfect beauty' adornM. 
My Author and Difpofer,. what thou bidit 635 

Unargued I obey $ fo God ordains i 
God is thy law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is woman's happieft knowledge and her praife. 
With thee converfmg I forget all time 5 
All feafons and their change, all pleafe alike. C^ 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rifing fweet. 
With charm of earlieft bird« ; pleafant the fun. 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Glift'ring with dew ; fragrant the fertil earth 64.5 
After foft ihow'rs ; and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild $ then iUent night 
With this her folemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And thefe the gems of Heav'n, her ftany train : 
But neither breath of mom, when ihe afcends . 650 
With charm of earlicft birds ; nor rifmg fun . . 

On this delightful land^ nor herb, . fruit, flower, 

Glift'ring 
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-Glift^ring with, dew ; ii6r fragrance after (hoVrers 1 

Nor gratefii] evening mild) nor filent night 

With thi» her foleinn bird, nor wa^k by moon, 655 

Or glittering ftar-^light without thee it fweet. 

But wherefore ati night long ihine thefe ? for whom ^ 

This glotrious fight* when fleep hath fhtit*all eyes f 

To whom our general smeeftor reply'd. 
^aughter of God and Man, accompliihM Eve, 6^ 
Thefe have their courfe to iiniih round the earth* 
By morrvw evening, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Miniftring light prepared, they fet -and rife j 
Xell total daHcnefs (hould by night regain 665 

Her old poiTeflion, and extinguifh life 
In nature and aU llhings, which thefe foft fires 
Not only* inlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm, 
OT'emper or nourifh, or in part fhed down 'S70 

Their flellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the fun^s more potent ray. 
ThclTe then, though unbeheld in deep 6f night, 
Shine not in vain; nor think, though men were none. 
That Heav*n would want fpe£lators, God want pr&ife t 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfeen, bodi when we wake, and when we fleep i 
All thefe with ceafelefs praife his works behold 
Both day and night : hew ofiten-fiwaithe fleep '6%9 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
■Ccleftial voices to the midnight air, . > •' 

.: * Sole, 
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Singing thetr great Creator ? oft in bands 

While they kce{> wa&ch, or ni^dyrtnRidJ^g'ftraHc M5 

With heav^ttlj touch of inftmmeatal f<Muids 

In^%ill haitnomc number )oin*dy tlieiir iongs 

Divide the night, and lift oar thonj^ts lb fifdnren. 

Thu8 taikilig hand in luuKi aiotte l!ktj (HtfsM 
^6tt to their bliisful how'r f it was a f4ace ^5^ 

Chos'n foy the ifOfranPIantery when he fntni^d 
All things to Man's dciightful ufe^ the roof 
Of thickeft covert was inwoven fhade 
Laurel and ttiyrtie» and what higher grew 
■O^ Hrm and fn^;rant leaf on either Ude 695^ 

Acanthus, and each odorous bufhy Arub 
Fenced up the verdant wall^ each beauteous 'flower. 
Iris aH hues, rofe^, aaod jefTamin, 
RearM high their fiourilh'd heads between, and wrought 
^^faic ; underfoot the yioret, 700 

Crocus, and 4iyacinth, with rich inlay 
BroiderM the ground, more colored than with ftone 
Of coftlieft emblem-: other creature here. 
Bead, bird, infect, or worm, durft enter none, 
^«eh< was their awe of Man. In ihadier bower yoc 
^i^Olpe^^iaored and fequafterM, though but ^ignM» 
Pan or Sylvanus never ^ept, nor Nymph, 
Nor F«wlus daunted. ;Here in ck>(e r^eft 
With flowers, garlands, and Iweet-fmeiKng'herbs 
l^ufed Eve decked: flrft h^rnuptial bed, 716 

And heavenly iquires^the hymen^an fung, 
What day the genial ;Ailg^l'to*our fire 
^ v..^ Brought 



BMklV. PAKADISB LOST. iij 

Brought her in n^fqid hemttj more adornM, 

More lovely than Pandons whom the Gods 

Endowed with all their gifta^ and O too like 71 j 

In fad erent> whta to th* unwiier (on 

Of Japhet bn>iight by Hermes^ (he infiiirM 

Mankind with her £air looks, to be avengM 

On him who had ftoU Jeve^t authentic fire. 

Thus at their ihady lodge arriVd^ both ftood, 710 
Both tumMy and under open.iky ador*d 
The God that made both iky, air^ earth, and heaven* 
Which they.beheldy the moon's refplondent globe» 
And fbrry p9le : Thou- alfo mad*ft the night^ 
Maker omnipotent and thou the day, 7s | 

Which we in our appointed work employed 
Have finifh^dy k^if^ in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the crown of all pur bliih 
Ordain*d by thee, and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy abundance wanta j%m 
Partakers, and uncropt fa)lf to the ground. 
But thou haft promisM from us two a race 
To fill tl^ earth, who (hall with us extol 
Thy goodncft infinite, both when we wake^ 
And when we (eek* as now, thy gift of fleep* f 35 

This fsud unanimous, and other ritca 
Obferving none, but adoration pure 
Which God liket beft, into their inraoft bower 
Handed they went} and easM the putting oflF 
Tl^e troublefome di%uifes vdiich we wear, 74^ 

Strait iide by fide were laid) nor tum'd I weea. 
Adam from bis fair %oufe, nor Eve the lites 

Myftcrioue 
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Myftcrious of connubial love rcfus*d :. 
Whatever hjrpocrites aufterely talk 
Ofifwrity and place and innocence, 745 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker.bids increafe ; who bids abftain 
But our Deftroytr, foe to God and Man ? 
nil' wedded Love, raiyilei-ious law, true foorce 750 
Of human offspring, fole propriety 
InParadHe of.all things common elfeV 
By thee adult'rous luft was driv'n from men • 
Among the beftial herds to range ; by Ace 
Founded in rcafon, loyal, juft, and pure, 755 

Kelations deir', and all the charities 
Of father, fon, • and brother, firft were known. 
Far be' it, tkat 1 (hould write theefln or blame. 
Or think thee unbefitting holieft -place, 
PtrpCtual fiauntain of ddmeftic fweets ■ ySfsr 

Whofe bed is undc£l'd and chafte pronmmc'd, 
Prefent, or paft, as faint* and patriarchs us'd. 
Here love his golden (hafts employs, here lights ■ 
His conflant hump, and waves his purple wings, 
K^gips her^ and revels ; not in the bought fmilc 765 
Of harlots, lovel«fs, joylefs, unindeai*'d, 
Cafual fruition ; nor 'in court amours, 
Mix'd daAce> or wanton ma(k, ornridrtight ball, 
Or fcrenate, which the ftaiT'd lover fihgs 
Tlids proud fair, beft quitted with difdain. 770- 

Thefe luird by nightingales embracing flept, 
And on their naked limbs the^flowVy roof: 
I Show'rd 
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Show'rd rofesy which the morn repairM. Sleep oiiy 
Blcft pair ; and O yet happieft, if ye feck 
Vo happier ftate, and know to know no more. 775. 
' Now had night meafur'd with her ihadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vaft fubluwu: vault. 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth iflfuing at th.* accuftom'd hour ftood an3»*d- 
'^o'i^eir night watches in warlike parade, ' jSs 

When Gahnel to his next in pow'r thiu fptke. 

Uzziely half thefe dxstw off, and coaft the fouth 
With ftriaeft watch ; thefe odiCF wheel the north i 
Our circuit ;neets.full weft» Aa flame they pait, 
H^i wheeling to.thft ihield, Jialf to the fptaF» 7S5* 

From thefe, two fti'ong and fubtle Spi^rits hjC callM 
That near him/ftood, and gave them thus in charge. 

Ithuriel afid! Zephon, with wing'd fpeed ^ 

Search throughithis gaiiden« leave unfeaich'd no nook f * 
B|itrchicfly whece thofe two fair «reatui?es lodgey TfO^ 
Now laid perhaps afleep fccure of hamu 
This evening from the fun's decline arrived: 
Who tejis oCfotne' infernal Spirit ieen 
Hith^rward bent (who could have thought ?) efcap^d^ J 
Tlir^bars of Hell,, on errand bad no doubt 1 795"^ 

Such where ycifind,. feife faft, and hither bring. -^i- 

So f^jring, ,Qn he led his radiant ^es, 
Dazling the^mooh j thefe toi the bowV dsre£h '' 

In fearch of whom they fought : him there they founds 
Sqpaf. like a toad, cloie at the ear of Eve, So»- . 

AiTaying by his^devilifh art to reach . 
The organs of her faft<;;j', ^d .with, thebi forge . 

Illuiiont 



nl PAKAUISE I;^ST. Book IV, 

lilufiem as. he Hft, phaBtaUhis and dreuMi 

Or if» infpiriDg Tenom, he might t^nt ^ 

Th' aninMU ipirits that from puro blood aiifc itf 

Like ^p^\t iuneaths fiom riven pure, thoUGO ratfe 

At leaft difteqiper'd» difconteated thought^ 

Vain hope8> vain aims, iaordinate deiiFtt) 

Blown 1^ with lugh conceits tngendrii^ pndc* 

Ij^ thus int^nfilth$i|itl iKith.his.4m( 6f«. 

Touched lig)Ul>» i Ibr oofalfliQod oaa kidvni' 

Touclf of ce]e jlial temper,, but ntunta 

Of foi'ce to it» owB: likencfs i up he ftarts 

Difcover'd and furpiif 'd« AswheB>a%ark 

Lights on a hefip of nitrous powder^ laid tjg- 

Fit fpr the tun fome magazine to .ftom 

Agiiinft 4 rumored war» the fmutty grain 

With fudden blaze diffused inflames tht airi 

S9 £fsffied up in his own (hape die Fiend, 

Bj^k flept thofe two fair Angels half' amazed 8«« 

So fudden to behold the grifly king j 

Yet thusy unmov'd with fear, accoft him fbon. 

Which of thofe rebel Spi'rits adjudged fx> Hell 
Coxi}*4: thoH^ efcap-'dtiiy pciion ? and;tFaii»form*d> 
\!^hx fatft thou like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching itt the head of thefe-that fleep ? 

Know ye not theoy faid Satan flird widi rconi» 
Know ye not me? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where ye durft not foar : 
N0L to know me ai^^ies yourfelves unknown, 9)6 
The loweft of your thnmg; or if ye know^ 
Why a(k ye^ lui4 CupdAuoH^ begim . ^ 

Your 
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Your rndTage, like to end as much in vain > 

To whom thus Zephon» anfw'ring fcom witli fcorn. 
Think not, revolted Spi'rit, thy fliapc the fame, 835 
Or undinilniih''d brightnefs to be known. 
As when thou ftood'ft in Heav*n upri^t and pare ; 
That glory then, when thou no more waft good, 
Departed from thee* ) and thou refembleft now 
Thy fm and place of doom obscure and foul. S40 

But come, for thou, be fure, ihait give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So ipake the Cherub; and his grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace S45 

Invincible : abafh'd the Devil ftood. 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, and faw 
Virtue' in her (hape how lovely j faw, and pin*d 
His lofs 5 but chieHy to find here ohferv'd 
His luftrc vifibly impaired j yet fccmM 850 

Undaunted. Jf I mutt contend, faid he, 
Beft with the beft, the fender not the fcnt. 
Or all at once; more glory will be won, 
Or Icfs be loit. Thy fear, faid Zcphon bold, 
Will fave us trial what the leaft can do ^55 

Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. * 

The Fiend rcply'd not, overcome with rage 5 
But, like a proud fteed rein'd, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb : to ftrive or fly 
He held it vain; awe from above had quelPd S6b 

His heart, not elfe difmayM. Now drew- they nigh 
The weitem point, where thofe haif-roundmg guards 
Vol. I. ' K ' Juft 
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Juft met, and clofing ftood in fquadron joined. 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief 
Gabriel from the front dius called aloud. t6$ 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way, and How by glimpfe difcem 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the ihade. 
And with them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gate £;• 

And Hercc demeanour feems the prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteft ; 
jBtand Hrm, for in his look defiance lours. 

He fcarce had ended, when thofe two i^pproachMy 
AxKi brief related whom they brought, where fbimdy 
How bufied, in what form and pofhire couchM. 

To whom with ftem regard thus Gabriel ^ake. 
Why haft thoH, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib^d 
To thy tranfgreinons, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrefs 8So 

By thy example, but have powY and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place j 
Emplpy'd it feems to violate ileep, and thofe 
Whoil? dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 9S| 
Gabriel, thou hadft in Heav'n th' efteem of wife. 
And fuch J held thee j but this qucftion aik^d 
Puts me in doubt* Lives there who loves hts pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break h>ofe from Hell, 
3rik>ugh thither doom'd^ Thoti wouldft thyfelf, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place [doubts 

Farthcfl from paio, wfciere thou tnighfft h^ofie to change 

• Tcmifent 
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Torment with eafe, and iooneft rycompenfe 

Dq)^ witk dtligbC) which in this place I fought $ 

To thee no reafon, who know'ft pnly good^ Iff 

But evil ha(t not try*d : and wilt object 

His will who bound uf? let him Airer bar 

His iron gates, if be intends our fta^r 

In that dark dulance s thus much what was aflc^d* 

The reft is true» they found me where they fay^ 90a 

But that implies not violence pr harm. 

Thus he in fcom^ The warlike Angel mor'd» 
DifdainfuIIy half fmillng thus reply M. 
O lofs of one in HeaT*n to judge of wife. 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 905 

And now returns him •fit>m his prifon fcap'^d^ 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife 
Or not, who aik what boldnefs brought him hither 
UnlicencM from his bounds in Hell prefcribM j 
60 wife he judges it to Hy from pain 9x0 

However, 2md to fcape his puniihment* 
So judge l^ou ftill, prefumptuous, till the wrath, 
Which thou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and fcourge that wifdom "back to Hell, 
Which tau^t thee yet no better, that no pain 915 
Can equal anger inflnite provokM. 
But wherefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 
Came not all Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled > or thou than they 
Le£i hautly to indure ? courageous Chief, 910 

The firft in flight from pain, hadft thou allcdg'd 
To thy defei ted hoft thi« caufe of fli^t, 

K a Thou 
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Thou fiirely hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwer'd frowning ftern, 
Noi that I lefs indure, or (hrink from pain, 915 

Infulting Angel ; well thou know'ft I Itood 
Thy fierceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The blafting volied thunder made all fpeed, 
And fcconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 
Sut ftili thy words at random, as before, 930 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From. hard aflays and ill fucceffes paft 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry'd : 
J therefore, I alone firft undertook 935 

To wing the defolate abyfs, . and fpy 
This new crej^ted world, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afflifted Powers 
yo fettle here on earth, or in mid air ; 94.0 

Though for poflcflion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare againft; 
Whofe eafier bufinefs were to feiTe their Lord 
High up in Heav'n, with fongs to hymn his throne, 
And prdftis'd diftances to cringe, not fight. 94.5 

Yo whom the warrior Angel foon reply'd. 
To fay and flrait unfay, pretending firft 
Wife to fly pain, profefling next the fpy. 
Argues no leader but a liar tracM, 
^Sa^an, and couldfl thou faithful add? O name» 950 
O facred name of faithfulnefs profanM ! 
Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 
; i' ,:, Army 
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Army of Fiendsy fit body to fit head. 

Was this your difcipline and faith engaged* . 

Your military obedienge, to difiblvc ^.5^^ - 

Allegiance to th' acknowledge Power fupreme ? 

And thou, fly hypocrite, who now wouldfl feem • 

Patron of liberty, who more than thou 

Once fawn'd, and cringM, and feryily adored . . : 

Heav'n^s awful monaixh ? wherefore but in hope^ 960 

To difpoflefs him, and thyfelf to reign ? : *: 

But mark what I arreed thee now, Avant 5 ^ . * 

Fly thither whence thou fledft : if from this hour* 

Within thefe hallow\l limits thou appear, \ 

Ba^k to th] infernal pit I drag thee chainM, 965 

And Teal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn 

The facii gates of Hell too (lightly barr'd* 

So threatened he ; but Satan- to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage reply'd. 
, Then when I am thy captive talk of chains^ 970 
Proud limitary Cherub, but ere then 
Far heavier load thyfelf expeA to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heaven's king . 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
Us'd to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 97 j 
In progrefs through the road of Hcav'n ltar-pav*d. 

While thus he fpake, th' angelic 'fquadron bright • 
Turned fiery red, iharp'ning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx,, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears, as thick as when a field 98a 

Of Ceres ripe for harveft waving bends 
Her bearded grove of e^rs, which way th? wind 

K 3 " Sways 
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Sways them ; the csitftil plowman doubting ibuids> 
Left on the tbiTtlhing floor his hdpeful (heaves 
Preve chaff. On Mother fide Satan alarmM ^5 

ColIe£litf| iSi iiis might dihtid ftood. 
Like TCHerilr or Atlas unremorM : 
His ftature reachM the iky, and on his creft 
Sat horr^ ^tiiliM $ nor Wanted in his grafp 
What fttih*d beA fpear and fiiield : ntiw di-cadftil deeds 
Might have erifti^d, nor only Paradifc 
In this comlAOtidh) but the ftany cope 
Of HMY^ p^hftp^, or ill the elements 
At leaft had gOiift to Wrkek^ difturb'd and torn 
^ith violeilte of this eottfiiiSl, had not foon 995 

l*h' Eternal 16 pW vent tnth hortid fray 
Hung forth ih Hfeav'n hite fe6ldeh Ibil^, yet (ben 
Betwixt Afy«a ftftd the Sco^oh ii^^ 
Wherein dl t'hll^ citaised firft he WeighM, 
The penduloUiB round eakth With h^Ilihc^d air k6oo 
In counterpoife, now ^hd^s all tv^t^» 
Battels and i*ealm^ t hi tli^fe he put two wdght^ 
The fe^tttei ^ach 6f psac^^ and lof fight ; 
The latfi^ quick up iAeW, and kick 'd the beam ; 
Which Gabrid fpyiiig, thus t)dlpake fte Fittid. ttb^ 
Satan, I know thy Ih^ngth^ ahd thoti khow^ft mine i 
Neithw our oWft, but giVh : what folly theh 
To boaft Wh^t Meii tin t!o ? fiilce tfiint no Aiorfc 
Than HeaV'il permits, n6r mine, though tioubkd now 
To.trample thNte ais mftre : ibV^oof look up, tbio 

And read thy lot ih yoh cefelftial fign, 
Whei-cthoil'a«^gh\i>flihd lhowfe!rowKj^t,howW«dti 

If 
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If tfaoQ refift. The Fiend lookM up> and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft s nor more ; but fied 
Murm*nng> and with him fled the fliades of night. lo 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Morning approachM, Eve relates to Adam 1 
blefome dream; he likes it pot, yet comfi 
They come forth to their day labors : The 
ing hymn at the door "of diek bower. God * 
man inexcufable fends Raphael to admoniil 
his obedience, of his free eftate, of his em 
at hand, who he is, and why his enemy, ai 
ever elfe may avail Adam p kn^w. KajAtf 
down to Paradife, his appearance defcribM> 
ing difcernM by Adam afar off fitting at til 
his bower; he goes out to meet him, bring 
his lodge, entertains him with the choiceft 
Paradiie eot together by feve $ their difcoui 
ble : Raphael performs his meffage, minds 
his ftate and of his enemy ; relates at Adam 
who that enemy is. and how he came to be £ 
Ymhg Jnrofn his firft revott ii He^veg^ aM 
" fibn thereof 5 "how he drew Ihis legtofls aft 
the parts of the north, and there incited tb 
bel with him, perfuading all but only Ab( 
raph , who in argument difTuades and opp< 
then f orfakes him. 



t <3» ] 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK V. 

NO W ihorn her rofy fteps in th' eaftcm clime 
Advancing, f<roe*d the earth with orient pearly 
When Adam w&kM, lb cuftom'd, for his ileefk 
Was aery light from pure digeftion bred. 
And temperate vapors bland, which th' only found j^ 
Of leaves mnd finning rills, Aurora*s fan. 
Lightly difpert^d, and the ikrill matin fong 
Of birds oil «irery bongh ; fo much the more 
His wonder wks to find unwaken'd Eve 
With tre^ dii^ompoisM, tmd g^wing cheek, lO. 

As tlfft>ifgh ^m^uiet reft : he on his fide 
Leaning half raisM, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamoured, and beheld 
Beauty, whtch, whether waking or afleep. 
Shot forth pecuiia!r graces ; then with voice x^ 

Mild, as -when Zephyms on Flora breathes. 
Her hand foft touching, whifper'd th\is, Aynkt 
My faireft, my 'dfpoxisM, my lateft found, 
Heav'n's laft beft gift, my ever new delight. 
Awake ; the morning fliines, and the firefh fieM id 
Calls us ; we !ofc the prime, to mailc how Iprhrtg 
Our tended phmts, howbbws Ac citrOA gnnrei 

What 
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What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 

How nature paints her colors, how the bee 

Sits on the bloom extra6Hng liquid fweet. . . , a 

Such whifp-ring wak'd her, but with ftartled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 

O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe. 
My glory, my parfeftion, glad I fee 
Thy face, and morn returned j for I this night 3 
(Such night till this I never pafs*d) have dream'tl. 
If dreamM, not as I oft am wont, of thee, 
Works of day paft, or morrow's next defign. 
But of oftenfe and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night 1 methought 3 
Clofe at mine ear one call'd me forth to walk . . 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine j it faid. 
Why fleep'ft thou, Eve ? now is the pleafant time. 
The cool, the filent, fave where filence yields 

?p the night-warbling bird, that now awake 4 

unes fweeteft his love-laborM fong j now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with more plcaAng light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things j in vain. 
If none regard ; Heav'n wakes with all his eyes, 
"VVThom to behold but thee. Nature's defire ? 4 

tn whofe fight all things joy, with ravifhmcnt 
Attra^ed by thy beauty ftill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I directed then my walk 5 
^jid oi|i, methought, alone I pafsM through ways 5 
That brought me on a fudden to the tree 
Of iiiterdidled knowledge ; fair it feemM, 
, "" * Muc 
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Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 

And as I wondering look'd, befide it ftood 

Oht (hap'd and wingM like one of thofc from Heaven 

By us oft feen ; his dewy locks dllliird 

Ambrofia ; on that tree he alfo gaz'd j 

And O fair plant, faid he, with fruit furcharg'd, 

Deigns* none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fweet, 

Nqr God, nor Man ? is knowledge fo defpisM ? 69 

Or envy' or what referve forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid who will, none fhall from me withhold 

Longer thy ofFer'd good, why elfe fet here ? 

This faid, he paus'd not, but with ventrous arm 

He pluck'd, he tafted ; me damp horror chillM 65 

At fuch bold words vouch'd with a deed fo bold: 

But he thus overjoy'd, O fruit divine, 

Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropt. 

Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods of MeA : '70* 

And why not Gods of Men, fince good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows. 

The author not impaired, but honored more ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

Partake thou alfo ; happy though thou art, 75 

Happier thou raay'ft be, worthier canft not be : 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyfelf a Goddefs, not to eaith confinM, 

But fomotimes in the air, as we, fometimes 

AUend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and fee 8# 

What life the Gods live there, and fugh live thou. 

So faying, he drew nigh, and to me held| 

Ev'n 
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Ev^n to my mouth of that fame fruit hftld part 

Which he had pluck'd $ the pleiiant favory (mell 

Sq quicken'd appetite^ that I, mnhought, (5 

Could not but tafte. Fetthvith up to the alouds 

With him I flew, and underneath behdd 

The earth outfiretch'd immenfe, a fro^eft wide 

And various : wondring at my flight and chaagt 

Tq this high exaltation i fuddenly 9a 

My guide was gone, and I« methought, funk down. 

And fell afleep ; but O how glad I wakM 

To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night 

Related, and thus Adam anfwer'd fad. 

. Beft image of myfelf and dearer half, 95 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in deep 

Affe61:s me equally j nor can I like 

This uncouth dream, of evil fprung I fear ; 

Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none. 

Created pure. But know that in the foul xo« 

Are many leiTer faculties, that ferve 

Reafon as chief; among thefe fancy next 

Her office holds ; of all external things. 

Which the fivQ watchful fenfes reprefent. 

She forms imaginations, aery fliapes, 105 

Which reafon joining or disjoining, frames 

All what we^ affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge or opinion j then retires 

Into her private cell when nature refts. 

Oft in her abfence mimic fancy wakes xifli 

To imitate her } but misjoining fhapes, 

Wild works produces oft, and ihoft in dreams, 

IH 
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Ill matchiBg words and deeds long paft or late. 

Some Aich refemblances methinks I Ibid 

Of our laft evening's talk» in this thy dreaai» 115 

But with addition ftrangt j yet be not Mm 

Evil into the Mind of God or Man 

May conne and go. To iinap)^nyv*d» and leave 

No fpot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 

That what in deep thou didft abhor to dream, la^ 

Waking thou never wilt conftnt to do. 

Be not diflieartenM then, nor cloud thofe looks. 

That wont to be more cheartul and fercne. 

Than when fair motning firft finiles on the world ; 

And let vs to our fVeih employments rife 11^ 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 

That open now their choiceft boibmM fmelis, 

Referv'd from night, and k^t for thee in ftore. 

So chear*d he his fair fpoufe, and ihe was chear^d. 
But fdently a gentle tear let fall i3# 

From either eye, and wip'd them with her hairj 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood. 
Each in their cryftal iluce, he ere they fell 
Kifs'd, as the gracious iigns of fweet renunfe 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 13^ 

So all was olear'd, and to the field they hafte. 
But firft, from under (hady arbo^rous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open iigbt 
Of day-fpring, and the fun, who fcarce np rifen, 
With wheels yet hovering o^er tlie ocean Inrim, . tf* 
Shot pnraliei to the earth his dewy xay, 
Difcovering ia ivide iflndAaip JiU due «ift 

Of 
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Of Paradife and Eden's happy plains'. 

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began 

:T|^eir orifons, each morning duly paid 14 

In various ijtile y for lieither various ftile 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 

Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronounced or fung 

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

yjow'd from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe, 15 

More tuneable than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefs ; and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy glorious works. Parent of good. 
Almighty, thine this univerfal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair j thyfelf how wondrous then! ij 
Unfpeakable, who fitft above thefe heavens 
To us invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy loweft works j yet thefe declai*e 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Sp«ak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, x( 

Angels J for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his thione rejoicing j ye in Heaven, 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
Him finl, him laft, him midft, and without end. i( 
Falreft.of ftars, laft in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the davyn, . . • 
Sure pledge of day, that crown' ft the froiling morn 
With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere, 
^hile day arifes, that fweet hour of prime, 13 

Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and foul. 
Acknowledge iiim thy ^eater, found his praife- ■ - 
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In thy eternal courfe, both when thou climb*ft, 
And when high noon haft gain'd, and when thou falPft, 
Moon, that now meet'ft the orient fun, now fly'ft, 175 
With the fixM ftars, fixM in their orb that flies, 
And ye five other wand'ring fires that move 
In myftic dance not without fong, reibund 
His praife,^who out of darknefs call'd-up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, the cldeft birth 1 3« 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix 
And nourifh all things ; let your ceafelefs change 
Vary to our great Maker ftill new praii'e. 
Ye Mifts and Exhalations that now rife 185 

From hill or fteaming lake, dulky or gray. 
Till the fun paint your fleecy flcirts with gold. 
In honor to the world's great Author rife. 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolor'd flcy. 
Or wet the thirfty earth with falling /bowers, 190 

Rifmg or falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praife, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow. 
Breathe foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every plant, in fign of worlhip wave. 
Fountains and ye, that warble, as ye flow, 195-' 

Melodious n^urmurs, warbling tunc his praife. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls ; ye Birds, 
That finging up to Heaven gate afcend. 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife. 
Tethat in waters glide, and ye that walk aoo 

The earth, and ftately tread, or lowly creep j 
Witnefs if I be filent, morn or even. 
Vol. I. L To 
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To hill or valley, fountain, or frefli (hade 

Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife. 

Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 205 

To give us only good j and if the night 

Have gathered ought of evil or concealed, 

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 

So pray'd they innocent,- and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovered foon and wonted calm. aio 

On to their morning's rural work they hafte 
Among fweet dews and flow'rs j where any row 
Of fruit-trees over- woody reached too far 
Their paroper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitlefs embraces ; or they led the vine 115 

To wed her elm ; Ihe fpous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable aims, and with her brings 
Her dow'r th' adopted clufters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 
With pity Heav'n's high king, and to him calPd %29 
Raphael, the fociable Spi'rit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and fecur'd 
His mairiage with the fev'ntimes-wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid he, thou hear'ft what ftir on Earth 
5atan from Hell fcap'd through the darkfome gulf a»^ 
Hath raisM in Paradife, and how difturb'd 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converfe with Adam, in what bowV or ihade 239 
Thou find'ft him from the heat of noon r«tir*dj 
To refpit his day-labor with repafl^. 
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Or with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on. 

As may advife him of his happy ftate, 

Happinefs in his pow^r left free to will, 235 

Left to his own free will, his will though free. 

Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 

He fwervc not too fecure : tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom ; what enemy. 

Late fairn himfelf from Heaven, is plotting now 240 

The fall ef others from like ftate of blifs $ 

By violence ? no, for that fliall be withftood | 

But by deceit and lies j this let him know, 

Left wilfully tranfgrefling he pretend 

Surprifal, unadmonifliM, unforewarnM. 245 

So fpake th' eternal Father, and fulfiird 
All juftke : nor delayed the winged Saint 
After his charge received : but from among 
Thoufand ccleftial Ardors, where he ftood 
Veil'd with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 15^ 
Flew through the midft of Heav'^n ; th^ angelic quires. 
On each hand parting, to his fpecd gave way 
Through all th' empyreal road j till at the gate 
Of Heav'n arriv'^d, the gate felf-openM wide 
On golden hinges turning, as by work 215. 

Divine the fovran Archite6l had framed. 
From hence no cloud, or, to obftruiSl his fight. 
Star interpos'd, however fmall he fees. 
Not unconform to other fhining globes, 
Barth and the gard'n of God, with cedars crownM 260 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 
Of Galileo^ lei$^ aflur^d^ obferves * 

I *r L 2 Imagined 
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ImaginM lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot, from amidft the Cyclades 
.Pelos or Samos firft appearing, kens 265 

A cloudy fpoi. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpceds, and through the vaft ethereal iky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds, then witli quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air j till within foar tjf 

Of tow'ring eagles, to* all the fowls he fccms 
A Phoenix, gaz'd by all, as that fole bird. 
When to infhrine his reliqucs in the fun*s 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flics. 
jAtonce on th' eaftern cliff of Paradife 275 

He lights, and to his proper fliape returns 
A Seraph wingM ; fix wings he wore, to (hade 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
£ach flioulder broad, came mantling o*er his breaft 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair zZ9 

Girt like a (tarry zone his wafle, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colors dipt in Heav*n $ the third his feet 
ShadowM from eitlier heel with feathcrM mail, 
Sky-tinftur*d grain. Like Maia's fon he ftooda igp 
And (hook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fiU'd 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 
Of Angels under watch ; and to his ftate> 
And to his meflage high in honor rife ; 
For on fome meflage high they guefs'd him bound, a^m 
Their glittering tents he pafsM, and now is come 
Into the blifsfiil field, through groves of ixjyrrli* * 

And 
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And Howling odors, cafiia, nard, and balmj 

A wildemefs of fweets $ for Nature here 

WantonM as in her prime, and play'd at will 295 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet» 

Wild above rule or art $ enormous blifs. 

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 

Adam difcem'd, as in the door he fat 

Of his cogl bowY, while now the mounted fun 300 

Shot down direcl his fervid rays to warm 

Earth ''s inmoft womb, more warmth than Adam needs 1 

And Eve within, due at her hour preparM 

For dinner favory fruits, of tafte to plcafe 

True appetite, and not difrelifh thirft 305 

Of ne£la''rous draughts between, from milky ftream, 

BeiTy or grape: to whom thus Adam calPd. 

Hafte hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe trees, what glorious ihape 
Qbtites this way moving j feems another morn 31* 
Ris^n on mid-noon ^ fome great beheft from Heaven 
To ua perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be our gucft. But go with fpeed. 
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pour 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive 315 

Our heav'nly ftranger : well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and large beftow 
From large befl:ow'd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by difburd'ning grows 
More fruicFul, which inftrufts us not to fpare. 32© 
To whom thus Eve. Adam, carth^s hallow'd mold. 
Of God infpir'dy fmall ilore will fervci where ftore, . 
L 3 All " 
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All feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk i 

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 

To nourilh, and fuperfluous moift confumes r 32^ 

But I will hafte, and from each bough and brake. 

Each plant and jucieft gourd, wtUpluck fuch choice 

To entertain bur Angel gtieft, as he 

Beholding fhall confefs, that here on Earth 

C?od hath difpens'd his bounties as in Heaven* 33^ 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in haftc 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choofe for delicacy bcft. 
What order, fo contrived as not to mix 
Taftes, not well joinM, inelegant, but bring* .33 J 

Tafte after tafte upheld with kindlied change ^ 
Beftirs her then, and from each tendei' ftalk 
Whatever Earth all-bearing mother yields 
In India Eait or Weft, or middle ihore 
III Pontus or the Punic coaft, or where 3441 ' 

Alcinous reignM, fiiiit of all kinds, in coat 
Kough or fmooth rin'd, or bearded hufk, or fhellj^ 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand; for drink the grape 
^he crufhes, inoffenfive muft, and meaths 345,' 

From many a berry', and from fweet kernels prefs'd 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veflels pure, then ftrows the ground 
With rofe and odors from the tfhrub unfumM. 

■^Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 35^ 
His God-like gtieft, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 

Perfe^ions^ 
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Perfections ; in himfelf was all his ftate, 

More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue long 355 

Of horfes led, and grooms befmear'd with gold, 

Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape. 

Nearer his prefence Adam though not awM, 

Yet with fubmifs approach and reverence meek. 

As to' a fuperior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus faid. Native of Hcav'n, for other place 

None can than Heav'n fuch glorious fhape contain j 

Since by defcending from the thrones above, 

Thofe happy places thou haft deignM a while 

To want, and honor thefe, vouchfafe with us 3(5 

Two' only, who yet by fovran gift poffels 

This fpacious ground, in yonder fliady bower 

To reft, and what the garden choiceft bears 

To iit and tafte, till this meridian heat 

Be pver, and the fun more cool decline. 370 

Whom thus th* angelic Virtue anfwerM mild. 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though Spi'rits of Heaven, 
To- vifit thee j lead on then where thy bower 375 

O'erfhades 5 for thefe raid-hours, till evening rife, 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's aibor fmil'd 
With flowVets deck'd and fragrant fmells 5 but Eve 
Uadeck'd fave with herfelf, more lovely fair 380 

Than Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs fcign'd 
Of three that in mo^nt Ida nak^d ftrove^ 

L 4. Stood 
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Stood to' entertain her gueft from Heav'n ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infiim 
AlterM her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 385 
Beftow'd, the holy falutation us'd 
Long after to blelt Maiy, fecond Eve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy Tons, 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 390 
Have heap'd this table. RaisM of grafly turf 
Their table was, and mofTy feats had rounds 
And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
All autumn pilM, though fpring and autumn here 
Danc'd hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold; 
No fear lefl dinner cool 5 when thus began 
Our author. Heavenly flranger, pleafe to tafle 
Thefe bounties, which our Nourifher, from whom 
All perfeft good, unmeafur'd out, defcends. 
To us for food and for delight hath causM 400 

The earth to yield j unfavory food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures j only this I know. 
That one celeflial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whpfe praife be ever fung) to Man in part 405 

Spiritual, may of purcfl Spi'rits be found 
No* ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligential fubflances require. 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 410 

Of fcnfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmcll, touchy tSL^t, 
Tailing concoft, digeft, affimilate. 

And 
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And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was created, needs 

To be AiftainM and fed ; of elements 415 

The groffer feeds the purer, eaith the fea. 

Earth and the fea feed air, the air thofe fires 

Ethereal, and as loweft fii'ft the moon j 

Whence in her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurg'd 

Vapors not yet into her fubftance tum'd. 429 

Nor doth the moon no nouridiment exhale 

From her moift continent to higher orbs. 

The fun, that light impaits to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompenfe 

In humid exhalations, and at even 415 

Sups with the ocean. Though in Heav'n the trees 

Of life ambrofial fiiiitage bear, and vines 

Yield ne6lar } though from off the boughs each mom 

We brufh mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 4J# 

Varied his bounty fo with new delights. 

As may compare with Heaven ; and to tafle 

Think not I fhall be nice. So down they (at. 

And to their viands fell j nor feemingly 

The Angel, nor in mift, the common glofs 43S 

Of Theologians j but with keen difpatch 

Of real hunger, and conco£live heat 

To tranfubftantiatc : what redounds, tranfpires 

Through Spi'rits with eafej nor wonder } if by fire 

Of footy coal th' empiric alchemift 44^ 

Can turn, or holds it poifible to turn, 

Metals of droiTieft ore to perfe^ gold 

Aa 
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As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 

MinifterM naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleafant liquors crown'd : O innocence 445 

DeferviiTg Paradife ! if ever, then. 

Then had the fons of God excufe to' have been 

Enamour'd at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 

Love unlibidinous reign'd, nor jealoufy 

Was underftood, the injured lover's Hell. 450 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fufiic'd. 
Not hurden'd nature, fudden mind arofe 
In Adam, hot to let th' occafion pafs 
Giv'n him by this great conference to know 
Of "things above his world, and of their being 455 
Who dwell in Heav'n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whofe high pow'r fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
'fhus to th' empyreal minifter he fram'd. 460 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to Man, 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfard 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte, 
toifd not of Angels, yet' accepted fo, 465 

As that more willingly thou couldft not feera 
AtHeav'n's high feafts to' have fed : yet what compare? 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
All- things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not depravM from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one firit matter all. 

Indued 
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Indued with various forms, various degrees 

Of fubftance, and in things that live, of life j 

But more refin'd, more fpiritous, and pure, 475 

As nearer to him plac'd or nearer tending 

Each in their feveral aftive fpheres affign'd. 

Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 

Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 

Sj^rbtigs lighter the green ftalk, from thence the leaves 

More aery, laft the bright confummate flower 

Spirits odorous breathes : ilow'rs and their fruit, 

Man's Aourifliment, by gradual fcale fublim'd. 

To vital fpi'rits afpire, to animal. 

To intelleftual 5 give both life and fenfe, . 4?^ 

Fancy and underftanding ; whence the foul 

Reafon receives, and reafon is her being, 

Difcurfive, or intuitive ;, difcourfe 

Is ofteft yours, the latter moft is ours, 

I>ifr«ring but in degree, of kind the fame. 490 

Wonder not then, what God for you faw good 

If I refufe not, but convert, as you. 

To proper fubftance : time may come, when Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient di'et, nor too light fare ; ^9$ ' 

And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 

Your bodies may at laft turn all to fpirit, 

Improv'd by tracl of time, and wing'd afcend 

Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 

Hera or in heavenly Paradifes dwell j 500 

If ye be found obedient, and retaiix 

Unalterably &rm his love eiitire> 

Whofe 
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Whofe progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 

Your fill what happincfs this happy ftate 

(^an comprehend, incapable of more. 505 

"f o whom the patriarch of mankind replyM» 
O favourable Spi^rit, propitious gueft. 
Well haft thou taught the way that might dire£l 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet 
From center to circumference, whereon 510 

In contemplation of created things 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay. 
What meant that caution join'd. If ye be found 
Obedient ? can we want obedience then 
To Jiim, or poffibly his love defert, 515 

Who form''d us from the duft, and placM us here 
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 
Human defires can feek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God ; sa« 

That thou continueft fuch, owe to thyfelf. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advisM* 
God made thee perfeft, not immutable j 
And good he made thee, but to perfevere 5*5 

He left it inrthy pow*r; ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not over-rurd by fate 
Inextricable, or ftrift neceflity 1 
Our voluntary fervice he requires. 
Not our neceffitated; fuch with him 5SC 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts^ not free, be try'd whether they fcrvc 

Willini 



PARADISE LOST. 157 

or no, who will but what they muft 
iy, and can no other choofe ? 
ind all th* angelic hod, that ftand 535 

of God cnthronM, our happy ftate 
5 you yqurs, while our obedience Holds j 
r furcty none 5 freely we ferve, 
we freely love, as in our will 
or not; in this we ftand or fall : 540 

le are falPn, to difobedience falPn, 
From Heav'n to deepeft Hell 5 O fall 
liat high ftate of blifs into what woe ? • 
horn our great progenitor. Thy words 
e, and with more delighted ear, 545 

nftniftor, I have heard, than when 
c fongs by night from neighboring hills 
nufic fend : nor knew I not 
oth will and deed created free j 
we never Ihall forget to love 5<|» 

ker, and obey him whofe command 
i yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
mc', and ftill affurc i though what thou tell'ft 
fs'd in Heaven, fome doubt within me move, 
•e defire to hear, if thou confent, 555 

I relation, which muft needs be ftt^nge» 
of facred filence to be heard ; 
have yet large day, for fcarce the fun 
ifti'd half his journey*, and fcarce begins 
ir half in the great zone of Heav'n. 560" 

Adam made requeft ; and Raphael ^ 

ort paiife affcnting, thuj began. - • ^ 

High 
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Eccentric, intcrvolvM, yet regular 

Then raoft, when moft irregular they feem ; 

VUld in their motions harmony divine 625 

So fmooths her charming tones, that God^s own ear 

Liftens delighted. Evening now approach^ 

(For we have alfo' our evening and our mom. 

We ours for change delegable, not need) 

Forthwith from dance to fwect repaft they turn 630 

Defirous ; all in circles as they flood. 

Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd 

With Angels fbod, and rubied neftar flows 

In pearl, in diamond, and mafly gold, 

Fnnt of*delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 635 

On flow'rs repos'd, and with frefh flow'rets crown'd, 

They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 

Quaff immortality and joy, fecure 

Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds 

Sxeefs, before th' all-bounteous King, who fhowr'd 

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 

Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhal'd 

From that high moimt of God, whence light and (hade 

Spring both, the face of brightefl Heav'n had changM 

To giateful twilight (for night comes not there 645 

In darker veil) and rofeat dews difposM 

All but th' unfleeping eyes of God to refl 5 

Wide over all the plain, and wider fvtr 

Than all this globous earth in plain outfpread, 

(Svtth are the courts of God) th' angelic thi-ong, 650 

Difpers'd in bands and files, their camp extend 

By 'living (treams among the uees of life. 

Pavilion* 
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Pavilions numberlefs, and fuddcn rear'd, 

Celeftial tabernacles, where they flept 

FamiM with cool winds j fave thofe who in their courfe 

Melodious hymns about the fovran throne 

Alternate all night long : but not fo wak'd 

Satan j ib call him now, his foimer name 

Is heard no more in Heav'n j he of the firft, 

{f not the firft Arch- Angel, great in power, 660 

n favor and praecminence, yet fraught 
With envy* againft the Son of God, that day 
Honored by his great Father, and pi*ocIam*d 
Mefliah.King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that fight, and thought himfelf impaired* 
Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain. 
Soon as midnight brought on the duiky hour 
Friend! ieft to fleep and filence, he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 
jUAworfliipt, unobeyM the throne fupreme 670 

Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awakening, thus to him in fecret fpake. 

Slcep^ft thou. Companion dear, what fleep can clofe 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember'ft what decree 
Of yefterday, fb late hath pafsM the lips 675 

Of Heav'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart j 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy fleep difient ? New laws thou feeft imposed j 
j^ew laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
In us who ferve, new counfels, to debate 
What doubtful may cnlue : more in this place 
Vol, I. M To 
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To utter is not fafe. Aflemblc tshou 
Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night t585 
Her fhadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hafte. 
And all who under me their banners wave, 
Homeward with flying march where we poflefd^ 
The quarters of the north j there to prepare 
J'it entertainment to receive our king ,699 

The great Mefliah, and his new commands^ 
Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 
. So fpake the falfe Arch- Angel, and infused 
Bad influence into th' unwary breaft 6^^ 

Of his aflbciate : he together calls. 
Or feveral one by one, the regent Powers, 
Under him regent j tells, as he was taught. 
That the moft High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had difmcumber'd Heaven, 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move j 
Tells the fuggefted caufc, and cafts between 
Ambiguous words and jcaloufies, to found 
Or taint integrity : but all obeyed 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 705 

Of their great potentate 5 for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven; 
His countenance,' as the morning ftar that guides 
The fi:arry flock, allur'd them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of Heav'n's hoftl 7x0 
Mean while th' eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns 
Abftnifcft thoughts, from forth his holy mount 

And 
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■torn within the golden lamps that bum 
ly before him, faw without their light 
lion rifmg, faw in whom, how fprea^ 715 

\g the fons of morn^ what multitudea 
banded to oppofc his high decree 5 
fmiling to his only Son thus faid. 
I, thou in whom my glory I behold 
1 refplendence. Heir of all my might, ytd 

f it now concerns us to be iure 
r omnipotence, and with what arms 
lean to hold what anciently we clame 
ity or empire ; fuch a foe 

ng, who intends to' ereft his throne 715 

[ to ours, throughout the fpaeioUs north } 
3 content, hath in his thought to try 
ttel, what our pow'r is, or our right* 
} advtfc, and to this hazard draw 
fpeed what force is left, and all employ 73b 
r defenfe, left unawares we lofe 
our high pUce, our fanftaary, our hill« 
whom the Son with calm afp^6l and clear, 
ning divine, ineffable, ferene, 
anfwer* Mighty Father, thcru thy foes ^35 
ha(l in derifion, and fecure 
rft at their vain deitgns and tumults Tadii^ 
;r to me of glory, whom their hate 
atcs, when they fee all regal power 
me to quell their pride, and in event 746 

r whether I be dextrous to fubdue . 1 

vbels, or be found the wpr^ in Heaven* 

M 2 80 
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So fpakc the Son ; bixt Satan with his powers 
Far was advanced on winged fpeed, an hoft 
lanumerable as the ftars of night, 745 

Or ftars of morning* dew-drops, which the Am 
ImpearU on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pafs'd, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
Jn their triple degrees ; regions to which 750 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the fea, from one entire globofe 
StretchM into longitude i which having pafs^d 
At length into the limits of the north 755 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 

High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 

Kais'd on a mount, with pyramids and towers 

From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold; 

The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call 76a 

That ftrufture in the diale6l of men 

Interpreted) which not long after, he 

Affefting all equality with God, 

In imitation of that mount whereon 

vMefliah was declared in fight of Heaven, 7^5 

The Mountain of the Congregation caird| 

For thither ^e aflembled all his train. 

Pretending fo commanded to confult 

About the great reception of their king. 

Thither to come, and with calumnious art 770 

Df counterfeited truth thus held their eai-s. 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms,Virtttes, Powers, 

If 
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If theie magnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular, (itice by decree 
Asiother now hath to himfelf ingrofs^d 775 

All pow>, and us eclipsM under the name 
Of King anointed, for whom all this hafte 
Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here» 
This only to confult, how we may beft 
^' With what may be devis'd of honors new yt^ 

Receive him coming to receive from us 
Klnee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile, 
Too much to one» but double how indur*d ^ 

To one and to his image now proclamM ? 
But what if better counfels might ere£^ 7S5 

Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yoke ? 
Will ye fubmit your necks, and choofe to bend 
The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft 
To know ye right, or if ye know yourfelves 
natives and fons of Heav'n poiTefsM before 790 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free 5 for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well confift. " ' 

Who can in reafon then or right aflume 
Monarchy over fuch as live by right 79^' 

His equals, if in pow'r and fplendor lefs. 
In freedom equal ? or can introduce 
Law and cdi&. on us, who without law 
Err not ? much lefs for this to be oui* Lord, 
Aad look fbiT-adoration to th^ abuf« too 

Of thofe imperial titles, which afTert 
Our being ordaiki'd.to gpverny not to ferve. 
'" '- M 3 Thus 
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Thus far his bold difcoiirfe witkout controU 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
^Wtdiel, than w&om none with more ztnl «<lor'd 
The Deity'i and divine commands obeyed. 
Stood up, and ih a flame of zeal ftvere 
The current of his fury thus opposM. 

O argument blafjphcmous, faife and prowf 1 
fVr^rds whick no ear ever to hear in Heav'n 
Kxpe£led, lead of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyfelf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou With impious obloquy eondema 
The juft decree of God, pronounced and ^vorn. 
That to his only Son by right indued 
With regal fcepter, every foul in Heaven 
Shall b^nd the knee, and in t&at h«ttor due 
Confefs him rightful king^? unjuft, thou fay*ft» 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free. 
And equal over equals to kt reign. 
One over all with unfueceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God, (halt thou difputtt 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the Pow'rs of I^ai 
Such as he pleas'd, and circumfcribM their being I 
'S'et by experience taught we know how gooc^ 
And of our good and qi£ our dignity 
How provident he rs, how far from thought 
To make us lefs, bent rather to exalt 
Quf happy ftate under one head more near 
United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 
That equal over equals mtHuurc^h r«igQ » 

'Th 
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'elf though great and glorious doft thon count, 
il aftgelic nature joinM in one, 
l1 to him begotts n Son ? by whom S.35 

y his Word the mighty Father made 
:hings, ev^n thee ; and all the Spi^rits of Heayea 
im created in their bright degrees, 
TiCd them with glory \ and to their glory nam*d 
>nes. Dominations, Princedoms^ Virtuss, Powers, 
itial PowVs ; . nor by his reign obfcur'd, 
more iUuft^ious made i fince he the head 
of our number thus reduced becomes $ 
aws our laws; all honor to him done 
ms our own. Ceafe then this impious rage, I4J: 
tiempt not thefe ; but haften to appeafe 
incenfed: Father, and th'* incenfed Son, 
le pardon may be found in time befought. 
fpake the fervent Angel 5 but his real 
: reconded, as out of feafon judged, $^a 

ngular and ra(h, whereat rejoic'd 
Apoftate, and more haughty thus reply^d. 
we were form'd then, fay'ft thou ? and the work 
condary hands, by talk transferred 
1 Father to his Son ? firange point and newl S55 
rin which we would know whence learn'd : who faw 
n this creation was ? i^mcmber'ft thou 
making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 
Lnow no time when we were not as^ now } 
V none before us, felf- begot, felf-rais'd tSo' 

ur own quickening pow'r, when fatal CQUfie 
:ircled his. full orb, the birth inatjiu:^ . . 

M 4 Of 
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Of this our native Heaven, ethereal fens. 

Our puiiTance is our own ; our own right hand 

Shill teach us higheft deeds, by proof to try U^ 

Who is our equal : then thou ihalt behold 

Whether by fupplication we intend 

Addrefs, and to begirt th* almighty throne 

Befeeching or befieging. This report, 

Tbefe tidings carry to th* anointed King | S70 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He faidy and as the found of waters deep 
Hoarfe murmur echoM to his words applauie 
Through the infinite hoft ^ nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though -alone S75: 

Incompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwerM bold. 

O alienate from God, O Spi'rit accurs'd» 
Forfaken of all good ; I fee thy fall 
DeterminM) and thy haplefs crew involvM 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread S8a 

Both of thy crime and punifhment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God*s Mdiiah ; thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchfaf' d ; other decrees 
Againft thee are gone forth without recall $ %t^ 

That golden fcepter^ which thou didfl: reje^i^ 
Is now an iron rod to bruife and break 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didfl advifc, 
. Yet not for tfiy advice or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted, left the wiath tyd 

Impenden|^ raging into fudden flame 
Diitinguifh not; forfoon expe^ to feel .: 

His 
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lunder on thy head, dorouring fire. 
who created thee lamenting leam^ 
who can uncreate thee thou ihalt know. S95 
pake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found 
g the faithlefsy faithful only he } 
g innumerable falfe, unmov*d» 
keuy unfeducMy unterrify'd, 
yalty he kept, his loye, his zeal ; 900 

jmber, nor example with him wrought 
enre from truth, or change his conftant mind 
rh fingle. From amidft them forth he pafsM, 
way through hoftile fcom, which he fuftainM 
or, nor of violence feared ought j 905 

nth retorted fcom his back he turned 
>fe proud towVs to fwift deftru£lion doomM. 
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THE ARGUMENT* 

Kaphael continues to rehte how Michael and Gabriel 
wei*c fent forth to battel againft Satan and his 
Angels. The firft fight defcribM : Satan and hia 
Powers retire under night: He calls a council^ in- 
vents devilifli engins, which in the fecond day*s 
fight put Michael and his Angels to fome diforder s 
but they at length pulling up mountains ovcr- 
whelm'a both the force and machines of Satan s 
Yet the tumult not fp ending, God on the third 
day fends Messiah his Son, for whom he had re- 
ferv'd the glory of that viftory : He in the power 
of his Father coming to the place, and cauiing all 
his le|;ions to ftand ftill on either fide, with his 
^ cluu-ipt and thunder driving into the midft of hit 
' cnemtes, purfues them unable to' refift towards ^e 
wall of Heaven ; which opening, they leap down 
with horror and confufion mto the place of punifh- 
ment prepar'd for them in the deep: Messiah re- 
turns with triumph to his Father. 
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AL L night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfued 
Through Heav'n*8 wide champain held his way ; till 
Wak'd by the circling hours, with rofy hand [morn» 
Unbarred the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, fail by his throne, 5 

Where light and darknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diilodge by turns, which makes through 
Grateful viciflitude, like day and night i [Heaven 

Light ifliies forth, and at the other door 
Pbiequious darknefs enters, till her hour 10 

To veil the Heav'n, though darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here t and now went forth the mom 
Such as in higheft Heav'n, array'd in gold 
Empyreal ) from before her vanifh'd night. 
Shot through with orient beams ; when all the plain 15 
Covered with thick imbattel'd fquadrons bright^ 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery deeds 
Refle6Hng blaze on blaze, firft met his view x 
War he perceivM, war in procincl, and found 
Already known what he for news had thought 20 

To hjive reported : gladly then he mix'd 
Among thofe friendly Pow'iSj who him received . 

With 
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With joy and acclamations loud, that one. 

That of fo many myriads falPn, yet one 

Retum'd not loft : On to the facred hill - ^5 

They led him higH applaudecl, and prefent 

Before the feat fupreme ; from whence a voice 

From midft a golden cWud thus n^ild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done, welThafl^thou fought 
The better fight, who flngle haft maintained 3a 

Againft revolted multitudes the caufe 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in amiS) 
And for the teftimony' of truth haft borne 
Univerfal reproach, fai- worfe to bear 
Than vielenccj for this was all thy carc^ 35 

To ftand approved in fight of God, though worlds 
Jttdg'd thee perverfc : the eafier conqueft now 
Remain! thee, aided by this hoft of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than fcom'd thou didft depart, and to fubdne 4^ 

By fcrcc, who rcafon for their law refiiie. 
Right t^afon for their law, and for their king 
Mefliah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go Michael of celeltial armies prince. 
And thou in military prowefs next 45 

Gabriel, kad forth to battel thefe my (on* 
Invincible, 'lead forth my armed Saints 
By thoufatnds and by millions rang'd for itghtj 
Equal inf number to that Godlefs crew 
Rtbellious ; them with fire and hoftile arms 5^ 

Fearlefs aflault, and to the brow of Heaven 
Purfu&g 4xvft them outfrom God and hhfi 
' * Infd 



Into their place of puAiflifnent, tke gulf 

Of Tartani«, iwhich ready opens wide 

His fiery Chao« to receive their fall. 5^ 

So fpake the ibyran voico, and clotida began 
To darken all the hill, and fofioke to roll 
In duflcy^'wreatba, rehi^bmt lUmies, the fign 
Of wrath awakVI % nor ^vwith lefs dread the kmd 
Ethereal titnnpet from on high *gan blow t €m 

At which command the Powers militant. 
That ftood for Hear^n, in mighty quadrat jeiB*d- 
Of union irrefifttble, mov'd on 
In filence their bright legions, to the found 
30f inftrumental harmony^ that breath'd- B^ 

Heroic ardor to adventrous deeds 
Under their God4ike leaders, in the eatrfa 
Of God and his Mefliah. On they moTC 
IndifTolubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 
^4f*r firait'ning vale, nor wood, nor ftream diridet' )l^ 
Their perfeft ranks j for high above the ground 
Their mafch was, and the paffive air upbore 
Theii* nimble lanead $ as when the total kind 
Of biitls, in orderly array on wing, 
'Came fummonM over Eden to receive ji^ 

Their names of thee ; fo over many a traft 
Of Heav'nithcy marchM, and many a province -wide ' 
Tenfold the lengdi of this terrene : at laft • 
Far in th'' horizon to the north appeared 
'Ffom (kirt to (kirt a fiery region, ftretch^d tk 

In battailous afpe6(, and nearer view 
Briilled with upright beams innumeraliIt'-> 

Of 
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Of rigid fpearty and helmets throng'4, and ihields 
Various, with boaftful argument portrajrM, 
xTbe banded Powers of Satan hafting on {5 

With furious expedition $ for they ween'd 
That felf-famc day by fight, or by furprife. 
To win the mount of God, and on his thrane 
To fet (he envier of his ftate, the proud 
Afpirer, but their thoughts prov'd fond and Tain 90 
In the mid way : though ftrange to us it ieem*d 
At firft, that Angel ihould Nvith Angel war. 
And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in fej(livals of joy and love 
Unanimous, as fons of one gre^ fire ^ 

Hymning th' eternal Father : but the ihout 
Of battel nfw began, and rufliing found 
Of onfet ended foon each milder thought. 
High in tlie midft exalted as a God 
cTh* Apoftate in his fun-bright chariot fat, 100 

Idol of majefty divine, inclos'd 
With flaming Cherubim and golden ihields ; 
Then lighted ^m his gorgeous throne, for now 
'*Twixt hoft and haft but narrow fpace was left, 
lA. dreadful interval, and front to front 205 

Prefented ft*)od in terrible array 
Of hideous length : before the cloudy van. 
On the rough edge of battel ere it joinM, 
Satan with vaft and haughty (bides advanced 
<Iame towrit^g, arm'd in adamant and gold j no 

Abdiel that fight endurM not, where he ftood 
Among the mightieit, bent on bighefi deeds, 
. .J And 
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And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O Heav'n 1 that fuch rcfemblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 115 

Remain not : wherefose ihould not ftrength and might 
There fail where viitue^ fails, or weakeft prove 
Where boldeft, though to iight unconquerable ? 
His puifTance, trufting in th' Almighty^s aid, 
{ xuean to try, whofe reafon I have try'd 110 

Unfound and falfe^ nor is it ought but juft. 
That he who in debate of truth hath won 
Should win in arms, in both difputes alike 
Vi6lor $ though brutifh that cont^ft and foul. 
When reafon hath to deal with force, yet £0 125 

Moft i-eafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth ftepping oppofit, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
JacensM, and thus fecurely him defyM. i 30 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reached 
The highth of thy afpiring unopposM, 
The throne ,of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandoned at the terror of thy power ^ 
Ot: potent tongue : fool, not to think how vain 135 
Againft th' Omnipotent to rife in arms 5 
Who out of fmalleft things could without end 
Have raisM inceifant armies to defeat 
Thy folly 5 or with folitary hand 
JS^aching beyond all limit, at one blow 140 

Unaided could have fini{h'd thee, and whelmed 
Thy legions under darkneis : but thou feefk 
.Vol. I. N , AU 
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All are not of thy train ; there be who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not viHble, when I alone . j^f 

SeemM in thy world erroneotto fe& diflent 

From all : my fcB. thou feeft ; irow learn too late 

How few fometimes may know> when thoufands err. 

Whom the grand foe with fcomful eye aflcance 
Thus anfwer'd. 111 for thee^ but in wiik'd hour 15^ 
Of my revenge, firft fought for thou retum'ft 
From flight, feditious Angel, to reeeive 
Thy merited reward, the firft aflay 
Of this right hand provoked, fince firft that tongue 
In^ir'd with contradiftion durft oppofe ' 155 

A third part of the Gods, in fynod met 
Their deities to aflert, who vdiile they feel 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com^ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 166 

From me fome plume, that thy fuccefs may ihow 
Deftru6lion to the reft : this paufe between 
(UnanfwerM left thou boaft) to let thee know j 
At firft I thought that Liberty and Heaven 
To heav'rily fouls had been all ofte; but now 16 J 

I fee that moft through floth had rather ferve, 
Miniftring Spi^rits, trained up in feaft and fong ; 
Such haft thou arm^d, the minftrelfy of Heaven, 
Sei*vility with freedom to contend, 
As both their deeds compared this day fhall prove. 170 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel ftem reply'd, 
Apoftate, ftili thott err'ft, nor end wilt find 

.. Of 
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Of erringy &om the path of truth remote i 
UnjufUy thou deprav'il it with the name 
Of fervitude to fenre whom God ordains, ^y^ 

Or Nature : God and Nature bid the fame. 
When he who niles is worthieft, and excels 
Them wh«m he governs. This is fervitude. 
To fei*ve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelled - 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, iSH 
Thyfelf not free, but to thyfelf inthrallM j 
Yet lewdly dar'ft our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom ; let me fenre 
In Heav'n God^ver bleft, and his divine 
Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey M 5 i%f 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms expe6l : mean while 
From me retum'd, as erft thou i'aidft, from flight. 
This greeting on thy impious creft receive. 
So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempeft fell 19^ 
On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his fliield 
Such niin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back recoil' d ; the tenth on bended knee 
Ht^mafTy fpear upftayM; as if on earth 195 

Winds imder ground, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong had pu(h'd a mountain from his feat 
Half funk with all his pines. Amazement feiz*d 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee 
TImis foird their mightieft ; ours joy fiird, and ftiout^ 
Prefage of viftory, and fierce defire 
Of battel ; whelieat Michael bid found 

N 2 TIC 
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Th* Arch- Angel trumpet j through the vaft of Heaven 

It founded, and the faithful armies rung 

Uo^nah to the High'ft : nor ftood at gaze %o^ 

The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous joined 

The horrid -ihock : now ftorming fury role. 

And clamor fuch as heard in Heav*n till now 

Was never} arms on armour claihing hray^d 

IKMTible difcord, and the madding wheels u# 

Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noife 

-Of conflift ; over head the difmai hifs 

Of fiery darts in flaming volies flew, 

And flying vaulted either hoft with fire. 

$o under fiery cope together rufli'd i| jp 

Both battels main» with ruinous aflault 

And inextinguifhable ragej all Heaven 

jRefounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth 

Had to her center fhook. What wonder ? when 

Millions of flerce encountnng Angds fought aao' 

On either fide, the leaft of whom could wield 

Thefe elements, and ann him with the force 

Of all their regions : how much more of power 

Army* agatnft army nun^berlefs to raife 

Preadful combuflion warring, and difturb, ss^ 

Though not deftroy^ their happy native feat j 

Had not th^ eternal King omnipotent 

From his flrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd 

And limited their might; though numberM fuch 

A* each divided legion might have feemM %%^ 

A numerous hoft, in fbrengtii each armed hand 

A legion, ledin:£ghtyetkadecXeem*d ... 

Each 
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Each warrior fingle as m chief, expert 
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fwjiy 
Of battel, open when, and when to clofe #35 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear j each on himfelf rcly'd. 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
^f yi6lory : deeds of eternal fame 940 

Wcfe done, but infinite ; for wide was fpread 
That war and various, fometimes on firm ground 
A flanding fight, then foaring on main wing 
Tormented all the air; all air feemM then 
Ccnfli6ling fire : long tim^ in even fcale 145 

The battel hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious pow*r had fhown, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
of fighting Seraphim confusM, at length 
*^aw where the fword of Michael fmote, and felPd 9r$9 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed fway 
Brandiih^d aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wailing; fuch deftruftion to withfland ^ 

He hafled, and opposM the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample ihield, 255 

A vaft circumference : At his approach 
The great Arch- Angel from his warlike toil . 
SurceasM, and glad as hoping here to end 
Inteflin war in Heav'n, th' arch-foe fubdu'd 
-Or captive draggM in chains, with hoftile frown 260 
And vifage all inflamM firfl thus began. 
Author of evil, unknown till thy revolt, 

N 3 . UnnamM 
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UnnamM in Heaven, now plenteous, as thou feeft 
Thefe a^r. of hateful ih-ife, hateful. to sA\, 
4r)|ough heavieft by juft meafure on thyfelf %6$ 

And tl)y. adherents : how haft thou difturb'd 
Heav^n^s blefTed peace, and into nature brought 
Mifery, unfttated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ? how haft thou inftillM 
.'Thy malice into thoufands, once upright . 170 

And failth&ily new prov'd falfe ? But think not hen^ 
To prouble holy ^ft.; Ifeav^n cafts thee out 
From all her confines. Heav'n the feat of blifs 
Brooks not .the works of violence and war. 
^«nce then, and evil go with thee along, ^75 

Thy oif&prii^, to the place of evil, Hell, 
Thou 9Bd thy wicked crew ; there niingle broils. 
Ere this avenging fword begin thy doom. 
Or fome more fudden vengeance wing'd fpom God* 
i Pr^]|»iCate thee with augmented pain. »9i» 

Sofpidce the Prince of Angels i to whom thus 
The Adverfar^. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery tiireats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou tsm'd the leaft of thefe 
:Tt) flight, or if to fall, but that they rife t^$ 

y nvanquifli'd, eafier to tranfa£l with me 
That tho4i ihouldft hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chace me hence? err sot that'fb fliali end 
The ftrife which thou cairft evil, but we ftile 
''I^c ftrife of glory ; which we mean to win, t^o 

Or turn this Heav'n itfelf into the HelV 
Thou fabkft, here however to dwell frcKK : 
!'. . i . If 
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If not to reign : mean while thy utmoft force. 
And join him namM Almighty to thy aid, 
f fly noty but have fought thee far and nigh. 295 

They ended parle, and both addrefs'd for light 
Unfpeakable) for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift 
^uma^n imagination to fuch highth 306 

Of Godlike pow'r? for likeft Gods they feem'd, 
Stood they or mov'd, in ilature, motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now wav'd their fiery fwords, and in the air 
Alade horrid circles ^ two broad funs their fliields 305 
BlazM oppofit, while expe^ation ftood 
In horror ; from each hand with fpeed retirM, 
Where erft was thickeft fight, th' angelic throng. 
And lefj^ large field, unfafe within ihe wind 
iQf fuch commotion ; fuch as, to fet forth 310 

Great thix^s by fmall, if nature^ s concord brokcj 
Among the conftellations war were fprung. 
Two planets i-ufhing from afp£^ malign v> ' 

Of fierceft oppofition in mid iky 
^Should combat, and their jarring fpheresconfoirad. 
Together both with next to' almighty artiv 
Up-lifted imminent, one ftroke they aim'd 
That might dctermin, and not need repeat. 
As not of pow'r at once ; nor odds appeared 
c|ir might or fwift prevention : but the IWord 3*0 

Of Michael from the ai-moury bf God 
Was given hixu temper^ (6^ that neither keen 
'. ' < N 4 Nor 
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Nor folid might refift that edge : it met 

The fword of Satan with fteep force to fmite 

Defcending, and in half cut Ihcer; nor ftayM, 315 

But with fwift wheel revei-fe, deep entring Ihar^d 

All his right fide t then Satan firft knew pain. 

And writh'd him to and fro convolved 5 fo fore 

The griding fword with difcontinuous wound 

Pafs'd through him : but th* ethereal fubftance cIos*d« 

Not long divifible ; and from the gafh 

A ftream of ne£la'rou8 humor ifluing flowed 

Sanguin, fuch as celeftial Spi'rits may bleed. 

And all his armour ftainM ere while Co bright. 

forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many and ftrong, who interposM 

Pefenfe, while others bore him on their ihields 

Back to his chariot, where it ftood retirM 

From off the files of war; there they him laid 

Onafhing for anguifli and defpite and ihame, 34A 

To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 

Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet foon he healM $ for Spi'rits that live throughout 

Vital in every pait, not as frail man 34^ 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins. 

Cannot but by annihilating die } 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air ) 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, sso 

Ail intelle^l, all fenfe i and as they pleafe. 

They limb themfelvesy and color^ (hape or fixe 

Afluxne, 
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Aflume, as likes them beft, condenfe or rare. 

Mean while in other parts like deeds defervM 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with fierce enfigns pierc'd the deep array 
Of Moloch furious king j who him defyM, 
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threatened, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
RefrainM his tongue blaiphemous $ but anon 36a 

Down cloven to the wafte, with iliatterM arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe, 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm^d, 
VanquifliM Adramelech, and Afmadai, 365 

Two potent thrones, that to be lefs than Gods 
DifdainM, but meaner thoughts learned in their flighty 
Mangled with ghaftly wounds through plate and maiU 
Nor ftood unmmdful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheift crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel fcorchM and blafted overthrew. 
I might relate of thoufands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth $ but thofe tleik 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 
Setlf. not the praife of men : the other fort. 
In might though wondrous and in a£ls of war. 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
CancePd from Heaven and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwelL 380 

For ftrength from truth divided and from jufi, 
IDaudaiblc^ nought merits but difpraile 

And 
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And ignomiayy yet to glory' afpires 
Valn-^oriousy and through infamy feeks fame: 
^Therefore .eternal filence be their doom. j8 j; 

And now their mightieft quelPd, the battel fwerv'd. 
With many an inroad gor'd 9 deformed rout 
Enter'dy :and foul diforder; all the ground 
With Ciiver'd armour ftrown, and on a heap 
^ariot and charioteer lay overturn^, 3^ 

And fiery foaming fteeds i what (lood> recoird 
O'cr-weariedy through the faint Satanic hoft 
Defenfive fcarce, or with pale fear furprizM, 
Then firft with fcar/urprizM and (enfe of pain, 
JT.I^d ignominious, to fuch evil brought 395 

^y fm of dilobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or pain, 
far otherwife th' inviolable Saints 
In cubic phalanx firm advanc a entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably armM 5 400 

Silch high advantages their innocence 
Gave them abovp their foes ; not to have finn'd, 
Not to have difobey'd j in fight they ftood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be pain'd 
By wound, though from their place by violence movM. 
* "Now" night her courfe began, and over Heaven 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd. 
And filence on the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Vi£lor and Vanqui/li'd : on the foughten field 410 

Alichael.and his Angels prevalent 
Incamping, plac'd in guard their watches round. 

Cherubic 
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Cherubic waving fires : on th* other part 
Satan with his rebellious difappearM, 

fdf in the dark diflodg'd : and void of reft, 41 1 

His potent^es to council callM by night j 
And in the midft thus undifmay'd began. 

O now in (langer tryM, now known in arms 
Not to be overpow^rM, Companions dear, 

ci*<)und wqrthy not of liberty alone, 4J1D 

Too mean pretence, but what we more afFeft, 
Honor, dominion, glory and renown $ i 

Who have fuftain'd one (l&y in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days ?) 
What IIcQAren^s Lord had pow'rfulleil to fend 4^^ 
Agaii>ft us from about his throne, and judgM 
Su&ientrto fubdue us to his will. 
But pix>ves not fo : then fallible, it feems^ 
Of future we may deem him, though till now , 

^Omnifcient thought. True is, lefs finnly arm'd, 439 
Some difadvantage we indur^d and pain. 
Till now not known, but known as foon contemnMf 
Since now we find this our empyreal fpirn -, 

Incapable- of mortal in}ury, 

^Imperifhable, and though piercM with wound*, 415 
Soon clofing, and by native vigor heal'd* 
Of evil thon fo fmall as eafy think 
The remedy ; perhaps more valid arms, . : 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet^ 

(JMay ferve to better us, and worfe our foes,. 44^ 

Or equal what between us made the odda» 
In nature>none : if other hiddej^ cauii^ 

Left 
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Left them fuperior, while we can prefenrc 
Unhurt our minds and underftanding founds 
Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 

He fat i and in th* aflembly next upftood 
Nifroch, of Principalities the prime j 
As one he ftood efcapM from cruel fight^ 
Sore toirdy his riven arms to havoc hewn, 
'And cloudy in afp66l thus anfwVing fpake* 
Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjojrment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we find^ 
Againft unequal arms to fight in pain» 
Againft unpain*d> impaflive ; from which evil 
Ruin muft needs enfue ; for what avails 
Valor or ftrength^ though matchlefs, queird with 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of mightieft ? Senfe of pkafure we may well 
'Sparc out of life perhaps, and not repine. 
But live content, which is the calmeft life : 
But pain is perfe£( mifery, the word 
Of evils, and exceffive, overturns 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 
Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourfelves with like defenfe, to me dcferves 
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look composM Satan reply'd. 
<N<M: uninvented that, which thou aright 
Belicv'fl fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
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Of this ethereous mold whereon we ftand. 

This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adom'd 

With plant, fruity flow'r ambrofial, gems and gold $ 

Whofe eye fo fuperficially furvcys 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 

Deep under ground, materials dark and crude. 

Of fpiritous and fiery fjpume, till touched 

With Heaven^s ray, and tempered they (hoot forth 48^ 

So "beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 

Thefe in their dark nativity the deep 

Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame $ 

Which into hollow engins long and round 

Thick-ranunM, at th' other bore with touch of fire 

Dilated and infuriate, fhall fend forth 

From far with thund'nng noife among our foes 

Such implements of mifchief, as fhall da(h 

To pieces, and overwhelm whatever ftands 

Adverfe, that they ihall fear we have difarm*d 49^ 

The Thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 

Nor long^ihall be our labor; yet ere dawn, 

£flFe£l (hall end our wi(h. Mean while revive ; 

Abandon fearj to (bength and counfel join'd 

Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpair'd. 495 

' He ended, and his words their drooping chear 

Inlightcn'd, and their languifh'd hope reviv'd* 

Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 

To be th' inventor mifs'd ; fo cafy' it fcem'd 

Once found, which yet unfound moft would have thought 

Impollible : yet haply of thy race 

In futui'e days, if malice (hould abound^ 

Some 
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Some one intent on mifchief, or mfplr^d 

With deviliifa machination, might devife 

Like inftmment to plagne the ions of men 505 

For fin, on war and mutual (laughter bent. 

Forthwith from council to the work tiiey flews 

None arguing ftood ; Innumerable hands 

Were ready ; in a moment up diejr tum*d 

"firide the celeftial foil, and faw beneath 5x4^ 

Th^ originals of nature in their crude 

Conception ; fulphurous and nitrous foam 

They found, they mingled, and wiA fnbtle artj^ 

Conco6ied and adufted they reducM 

Toblackeft grain, and into ftore convcy'dj 515 

Part hidden veins digg'd up (nor hath this earth 

Entrails unlike) of mineral and ftone. 

Whereof to found their engins and their balls 

Of miffive ruin j part incentive reed 

Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire. 5*4 

So all ere day-fpring, under confcious nighty 

Secret they finifhM, and in order fet. 

With filent circumfpeftion unefpy'd. 

Now when fair mom orient in Heav'n appearM, 
tip rofe the vi6lor Angels, and to arms 525 

The matin trumpet fung : in arms they ftood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent hoft. 
Soon banded ; others from the dawning hills 
LookM round, and fcouts each coaft light-armed fcouf, 
Each quarter, to defcry the diftant foe, 530 

Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for fight. 
In motion \»r in halt ; him foon they met- 
■ • - Under 
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Under fpread enfigns moving nigh> in flo# 
But firm Imttalion ; back with fpeedieft fail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim the fwifteft wing, $%f 

Came fly'ingy and in ftiid air akmd thus cryM.. 

Army WarriorSy arm for* fight } the foe at hand« / 
Whom fled we thought, will fave us long pvrfuit 
This day; fear not his flight; fo thick a^ cloud 
He comesy and fettled in his face I fct 54;if 

Sad refoiution and fecure : let each ^ 

His adamantin coat gii'd well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe faft his orbed fhield. 
Borne ev^n or high $ for this day will pour down^ > 
If I conje£hire ought, no drizling fliower, 54.J 

But rattling ftorm of arrows barbM with fire. 

So wam'd he them aware themfclves, and footi 
In order, quit of all impediment ; 
Inftant without difturb they took alarm. 
And onward movM imbattelM : when behold 554 
Not diftant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grofs and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilifh enginry, impalM 
On every fide with fhadowing fquadrons deep» 
To hide the Fraud. At interview both flood $$$ 

A while J but fuddenly at head appeared 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold f 
That all may fee who hate us, how we feek 
Peace and compoAire, and with open breaft 5(0 

Stand ready to receive thend, if they like 
Owr overture, and turii aot back penrpFftf 

But 
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But that I doubt; however witnefs Heaven, 
Heaven witnefs thou anon, while we difcharge 
Freely our part 5 ye who appointed ftand, ^6^^ 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear. 

So fcoffing in ambiguous woixisy he fcarce 
Had ended t when to right and left the front, 
divided, and to either flank retired : 576 

Which to our eyes difcoveiM, new and ffarange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheeU (for like to pillars moft they feem^d. 
Or hollow'd bodies made of oak or fir, 
fiSrith branches lopt, in wood or mountain felPd) $7^ 
Brafs, iron, ftbny mold, had not their mouths 
With iiideous oriHce gapM on us wide. 
Portending hollow tnice : at each behind 
A Seraph flood, and in his hand a reed 
€tood waving tipt with fire j while we fufpenfe $t^ 
Collected flood within our thoughts amusM, 
Not longv for fudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 
With nicefl: touch. Immediate in a flame, 
put foon obfcurM with fmokc, all Heav'n appear^. 
From thofe deep throated engins belchM, whofe roar 
ImboweTd with outrageous noife the air. 
And all her entrails tore, difgorging foul 
Their devilifh glut, chain'd thunderbolts and hail 
<Of iron globes $ which on the vi6lor ho(t 599 

Leveled, with fuch impetuous fury fmote. 
That whoi^i they hit, none on thtir feet niight ftand, 
* Though 
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Though ftanding clfe as rocks> but down they fell 

By thoufands. Angel on Arch- Angel roll'd 5 

The fooner for theh* arms ; unarmed they might 59^ 

Have eafily as Spi'rits evaded fwift 

By quick contradion or remove ; but now 

Foul diilipation followed and forc'd rout ; 

Nor ierv'd it to relax their ferried Hies. 

What (hould they do ? if on they nifli'd, repulfe 600 

Repeated^ and indecent overthixiw 

Doubled, would render them yet more defpis'd* 

And to their foes a laughter ; for in view 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row. 

In pofture to difplode their fecond tire 605 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They worfc abhorrM. Satan beheld their plight. 

And to his mates thus in derifion callM. 

O Friends, why come not on thefe viftors proud ? 
Erewhile they fierce were coming; and when we, 6x0 
To entertain them fair with open front 
And breaft (what could we more?) propoimded terms 
Of compofition, fhait they changM their minds. 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell. 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they feem*d6i5 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 
For joy of oft'er'd peace : but I fuppofe, 
If our propofals once again were heard. 
We (hould compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome mood« 610 
Leader, the terms we fent were terms of weight. 
Of hard contents, and full of force urg'd home. 

Vol. I. O Such 
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Such as we might perceive amusM them all, 

And (tumbled many ; who receives them right. 

Had need from head to foot well underftandj 625 

Not underftood, this gift they have beiides. 

They (how us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in pleafant vein 
.Stood fco(fing, highten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory ; eternal might 63^ 

To match with their inventions they prefum'^d 
So eafy^ and of his thunder made a fcom. 
And all his hod derided, while they ftood 
A while in trouble i but they ftood not long ; 
Kage prompted them at length, and found them anni 635 
Againft fuch helli(h mifchief fit to^ oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels plac'd) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven 649 

Of pleafure (ituate in hill and dale) 
Light as the lightning glimpfe they ran, they flew i 
From their foundations loofning to and fro 
They pluck'd the feated hills with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the (haggy tops 645 
Up -lifting bore them in their hands : Am'aze, 
Be fure, and terror feis'd the rebel ho(t. 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward turned; 
Till on thofe curfed engins triple-row ^50 

They faw them whelmM, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep 5 

Themfelfet 
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Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flung^ which in the air 

Came (hadowing» and opprefsM whole legions arm^d | 

Their amour helped their harm, cruih'd in and bruia'd 

Into their fubftance pe&t> which wrought them paia 

Implacahie, and many a dolorous groan. 

Long ftm^ling undemeatfay ere they could wind 

Oiat of fuch pris'n, though Spi'nts of pureft light, 6^ 

Puveft at iirfty now grofs by finning grown. 

The reft in imitation to like arms 

Betook them, and the neighboring hills uptore | 

So hills amid the air encounter*d hills 

Hurrd-to and fro with jaculation dire, ^65 

That under ground diey fought in difmal ihade} 

Inftmal noife ; war feemM a civil game 

To this uproar) horrid confufion faeapM 

Upon cottfufion roie : and now all Heaven 

Hid gone to wrack, wi^ ruin overfpread } 670 

Had not th* almighty Father, where he fits 

Shrined in his fan£hiary of Heav'n fecxuie, 

Confulting on the fum of things, forefeen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advisMs 

That hts great purpofe he might fo fulfil, 675 

To honor-his anointed Son aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All powV on him transferrM 1 whence to his Son 

Th' afleffor of his throne he thus began. 

'* Effulgence of my glory. Son beloved, 680 

Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 

Vifibly, »wiiat by dei^ I am, 

O % And 
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And in whofe hand what by decree I do. 

Second Omnipotence, two days are paft. 

Two days, as we compute the days of HesTen, ^^5 

Since Michael and his Pow*r» went forth to tame 

Thefe difobedient : fore hath been their fight. 

As likelieft was, when two foch foes met ahnM; 

For to themfblves I left them, and thou know^H, 

Equal in their creation they were form'd, 690 

Save what fin hath impairM, which yet hath wrought 

Infendbly, for I fufpend their doom $ 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 

Endlefsy and no folution will be found : 

War wearied hath performed what war can do, 695 

And to diforder^d rage let loofe the reins. 

With mountains as with weapons armM, which maket 

Wild work in Heaven, and dange*rous to the main. 

Two days are therefore pafi, the third is thine { 

For thee I have ordain'd it, and thus far 700 

Have fufferM, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war, (Ince none but Thou 

Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue* and grace 

Immenfe I have transfusM, that all may know 

In Heav'n and Hell thy pow*r above compare j 705 

And this perverfe conunotion governed thus. 

To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir 

Of aU things, to be Heir and to be King 

By facred un^on, thy dcferved right. 

Go then thou Mightieft in thy Father^s nught* 710 

Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That fhake Heaven's bafi$, bring forth all my war. 

My 
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My bow and thunder, my almighty arms 
Gird on, and fword upon thy puiflant thigh ; 
Purfue thefe fons of darknefs, drive them out 715 
From all Heav^n*ft bounds into the utter deep : 
There let them learn, as likes them, to defpife 
^.God and Meifiah his anointed king. 

He faid, and on his Son with rays dire£l 
,Shone full j he all his Father full exprefsM j%m 

Ineffably into his face received; 
And thus the filial Godhead anfw^ring fpake. 
O Father, O Supreme of heav'nly Thrones, 
Firft, Higheft, Holieft, Beft, thou always ieek*ft 
To .glorify thy Son, I always thee, 715 

As is moft juft $ this I my glory* account, 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well pleasM, declar'ft thy will 
Fulfiird, which tb fulfil is all my blifs. 
Scepter and powV, thy giving, I affume, 730 

And gladlier (hall refign, when in the end 
Thou fhalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov^fl : 
But whom thou hat^fl, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 735 

Image of thee in all things $ and fhall foon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav'n of thefe rebdPd, 
To their prepared ill manfion driven down. 
To chains of darknefs, and th* imdying worm, 
That from thy juft. obedience could revolt, 74.0 

Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then fhall thy Saints uQmixM, and from th" impure 
O 3 Far 
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Far feparate, circling thy holy mount 

Unfeignfed Halleluiahs to thee fing» 

Hymns of high praife, and I among them chief. 745 

So faid, he o^er his fcepter bowing, rofe 
From the right hand of glor}' where he fat ; 
And the third facred mom began to ihine, [ibtind 
Dawning through Heav'n : forth rufli'd with whiriwind 
'The chariot of paternal Deity, 75b 

Flaihing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn^ 
Itfclf inftinft with Spirit, but convoy'd 
By four Cherubic fhapcs ; four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with ftars their bodies all 
And wings were fet with eyes, with eyes the wheels 
Of beril, and carrcering fires between ; 
Over their heads a cryftal firmament. 
Whereon a faphir throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber^ and colors of the ihow'ry arch. 
He in celeflial panoply all arm^d ^m 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended j at his right hand victory 
Sat eagle-wingM } beiide him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder florM, 
And from about him fierce efFufion roird 765 

Of fmoke and bickering flame and fparkles dire ; 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came, far off his coniiing fhone; 
And twenty thoufand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen : yift^ 
He on the wings of Cherub rode fublime 
On Ihe cryl^Un iky^ in fa^ir thron'd^ 

Uluftriout 
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Illuftrious far and wide, but by his own 

Firft fcen 5 them unexpefted joy furprisM, 

When the great enfign of Meifiah blazM 775 

Aloft by Angels borne, his fign in Heaven ; 

Under whofe conduft Michael foon reduc'd 

His army, circumfus'd on either wing. 

Under their Head imbodicd all in one. 

Before him pow*r divine his way prepared} jto 

At his command th* uprooted hills retired 

Each to his place ; they heard his voice, and went 

Obfcquious ; Heav*n his wonted face renew'd. 

And with frefti flow'rets hill and valley fmil'd. 

TJiis faw'his haplefs foes, but ftood obdur'd, 785 

And to rebellious fight rallied their Powers 

Iiifenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. 

In heav'nly SpiVits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 

But to convince the proud what figns avail, 

:Pr wonders move th' obdurate to relent ? 790 

They hardcn'd more by what might moft reclame. 

Grieving to fee his glory, at the fight 

Took envy ; and afpiring to his highth. 

Stood reimbattePd fierce, by force or fraud 

Weening to profper, and at length prevail 795 

Againll God and Mei&ah, or to fall 

In univerfal ruin laft j and now 

To final battel drew, difdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 

Ji^Q all his hoft on either hand thus fpake. Soo 

Stand ftill in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Ye Angels arm'd, this day from battel reft j 

O 4 Faithful 
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Faithful hath been your warfai'c, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous caufe. 
And as ye have rcceivM, fo have ye done 
Invincibly ; but of this curfed crew 
The punifliment to other hand belongs $ 
Vengeance is his, or whofe he fole appoints ; 
Number to this day's work is not ordained 
Nor multitude; ftand only and behold 
God's indignation on thefe Godlefs pour'd 
By me ; not you but me they have defpis'd. 
Yet envied j againft me is all their rage, 
Becaufe the Father, t' whom in Heav'n fupreme 
Kingdom and pow'r and glory appertains. 
Hath honored me according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath aflign'd ; 
That they may have their wifh, to try with me 
In battel which the ftronger proves, they all. 
Or I alone againft them, fince by ftrength 
They meafure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchfafe. 

So fpake the Son, and into terror changM 
His countenance too fevere to be beheld. 
And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four fpread out their ftarry wings 
With dreadful fhade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. 
He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night ; under his burning wheels 
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; ftedfaft empyrean (hook throughout^ 

but the throne itfelf of God. Full foon 

long them he an-ivM, in his right hand 835 

iping ten thoufand thunders, which he Tent 

ore him, fuch as in their fouls infixM 

^es } they aftonifliM all refiftance loft, 

courage ; down their idle weapons dropt $ 
r (hields and helms and helmed heads he rode S4» 
Thrones and mighty Seraphim proftrate. 
It wifh'd the mountains now might be again 
-own on them as a fhelter from his ire. 
' lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 

arrows, from the fourfold -vifagM Four S45 

in6^ with eyes, and from the living wheels 
:in£l alike with multitude of eyes ; 
J Spint in them rul'd, and every eye 
rM lightning, and fhot forth pernicious fire 
long th' accursM, that withered all their ftrength, 85% 
1 of their wonted vigor left them drained, 
laufted, fpiritlefs, affli6led, fall'n. 

half his ftrength he put not forth, but checked 

thunder in mid voly; for he meant 
: to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven t 855 
i overthrown he raisM, and as a herd 
goats or timorous flock together throng'd 
ve them before him thunder-ftruck, purfued 
^h terrors and with furies to the bounds 
i cryftal wall of Heaven, which opening wide, 860 
I'd inward, and a fpacious gap difclosM 
i the waftefttl deep} t^c mon^ou« fight ' 

Struck 



Struck them with horror backward, but faor worfe 
UrgM thefn behind ; headlong tbemfelves the^, threw 
P^wn from the verge of Heav'n ; eternal wrath %6s 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 

Hell heard di* unfufferable noife. Hell faw 
Heav*n ruining from Heaven, and would have fled 
Affrighted j but &n&. fate had caft too deep 
Her dark foundations, and too faft had bound. 870 
Nine days they fell $ confounded Chaos roarM, 
And fflt tenfold confuiion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, fo huge a rout 
Incumbered him with ruin : Hell at laft 
Yawning r^fivM them whole, and on them closM} 
Hell thfir fit habitation fraught with Erp 
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain. 
DifburdenM Heav'n rejoicM, and fopn repairM 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rollM. 
^ple viflor from th^ expulfion of liis foes SSo 

MefTiah his triumphal ^diariot turnM : 
To meet him all his Saints, who filent ftood 
£)iie-witnefles of his almighty a6l8. 
With jubilee advancM ; and as jthey went, 
jBhaded yjith branching palm, each order bright, 885 
Sung triumph, and him fung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given, 
W orthieft to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
^Lnd ten;iple of his mighty Father t^ron'4 890 

On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where now he fits at the right bwd rf blifs. 

Thus 
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Thus meafuring things in Heaven by things on Earthy 
thy requeft, and that thou may^ft beware 
what is pafty to thee I have revealM 895 

lat might have elfe to human race been hid ; 
B difcord which befel, and war in Heaven 
long th' Angelic Pow'rs, and the deep fall 
thofe too high afpiring, who rebelPd 
th Satan ; he who envies now thy (late, 900 

10 now is plotting how he may feduce 
ee alfo from obedience, that with him 
•eav'd of happinefs thou may'ft partake 
punifhmenty eternal mifery ; 
lich would be all his folace and revenge, 905 

a defpite done againft the moft High, 
ee once to gjain companion of his woe. 
: liften not to his temptations, warn 
f weaker; let it profit thee to' have heard 
terrible example the rewaid 9ifl» 

difobedience 5 firm they might have ftood, 
; fell \ remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 



THE END OF THE SIXTH BOOK* 
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PARADISE LOST. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Kaphsel at the reqtieft of Adam relates how tad where- 
lore this world was firft created $ that God, after the 
expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heaven, 
declared his pleafure to create another world and 
other creatures to dwell therein ; fends his Son with 
glory and attendance df AAgels to perform the work 
of creation in fix days : the Angels celebrate with 
hymns the performance thereof and his reafceniioD 

■' into Heaven. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VII. 



DESCEND from Heav'n, Urania, hj that nan* 
If rightly thoti art callM, whofe voice divine 
Following, above th* Olympian hill I fear. 
Above the flight of Pegalean wing. 
The meaning, not the name I call : for thou 5 

Nor of the Mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'ft, but heav'nly boni» 
Before the hills appear*d, or fountain flowM, 
Thou with eternal Wifdom didft eonverfe, 
Wifdom thy fitter, and with her didft play y^ 

In prefence of th' almighty Father, pleasM 
With thy celeftial fong. Up led by thee 
Into the Hcav'n of Heavens I have prefumM, 
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air, 
Hiy tempering ; with like fafety guided down jj 

Return me to iny native element : 
Left from this flying fteed unreinM, (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime) 
Difmounted, on th* Aleian field I fall 
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn. m# 

Half yet remains unfung, but narrower bound 
Within the vffible diumal Tpheie | 

Standing 
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Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole, 
More fafe I fing with mortal voice, unchanged 
To hoarfe or mute, though falPn on- evil days, - 25 
On evil days though fallen, and evil tongues j 
In darknefs, and with dangers compafs'd round. 
And folitude ; yet not alone, while thou 
Viiif ft my flumbers nightly, or when mom 
Purples the eaft : ftill govern thou my fong, 30 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few« 
But drive far off the barbarous dilTonance * 

Of Bacchus and his revelers, the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 
Jn Rhodope,- where woods and rocks had ears 35 

To rapture, till the favage clamor drown*d 
Both harp and voice ^ nor could the Mufe defend 
Her fon. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For thou art heav'nly, ihe an empty dream. 
^ , Say Goddefs, what enfued ^en Raphael, 40 

The affable Arch -Angel, had forewarned 
Adam by dire example to beware 
Apoftafy, by what befel in Heaven 
To thofe apoftates, left the like befal 
In Paradife to Adan^ or his race 45 

Charged not to touch the interdicted tree. 
If they tranfgrefs, and (light that fole command. 
So eafily obeyM amid the choice 
Of all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite. 
Though wandering. He with his conforted Eve §m 
'The ftory heard attentive, and was fill*d 
With admiration and deep mufc^ to hear 

Of 
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Of things Co high and ftrange, things to their thought 

So unimaginable as hate in Heaven, 

^ind war fo near the peace of God in blifs 55 

With fuch confufion : but the evil foon 

Driv''n back redounded as a flood on thofe 

From whom it fprung, impolTible to mix 

With blefTednefs. Whence Adam foon repealed 

fl»he doubts that in his heart arofe : and now 60 

Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of Heav'n and Earth confpicuous firft began. 

When, and whereof created, for what caufe, 

What within Eden or without was done 65 

Before his memory, as one whofe drouth 

Yet fcarce allay' d ftill eyes the current ftream, 

Whofe liquid murmur heard new thirft excites. 

Proceeded thus to aflc his heav'nly gueft. 

< Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70 

Far differing from this world, thou hail reveal'd, 

Divine interpreter, by favor fent 

Down from the empyiean to forewarn 

Us timely' of what might elfe have been our lofs. 

Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach: 

For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 

Immortal thanks, and his admonilhment 

Receive with folemn purpofe to obferve 

Immutably his fovran will, the end 

pf what we are. But fmce thou haft vouchfaf 'd 89 

Gently for our inftruftion to impart 

Things abqvc earthly thought, which yet coacern'd ^ 

^ Yql.i/' P 0\a 
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Our knowisgy. as to higheft wifdom feemM, 
Deign to defcend now lower, and relate 
What may no lefs perhaps avail us known^ 15 

How firft began this Heav'n which we behold 
Diftant Co high, with moving fires adornM 
Innumerable, and this which yields or fills 
All fpace, the ambient air wide interfusM 
Epibracing round this florid earth, what caufe f6 
Mov'd the Creator in his holy reft 
Through all eternity fo late to build 
In Chaos, and the work begun, how foon 
AbfolvM, if unforbid thou may'f): unfold 
\Vhat we not to explore the fecFets afk 95 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify his works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though fteep ; fufpenfe in Heaven^ 
jield by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hears, xoo 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
His generation, and the rifing birth 
Of Nature from the unapparent deep : 
Or if the ftar of evening and the moon 
Halle to thy audience, night wkh her will bring xoj 
Silence, and fleep lift'ning to thee will watch. 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy fong 
End, and difmi-fs thee ere the morning fhine. 
Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft befought s 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwcr'd mild* sio 

This alfo thy requeft with caution afk'd 
Obtain : tiiough to recount almighty works 

What 
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What words or toi^e of Seraph can fuAcCy 

Or heart of man fufiice to comprehend ? 

Y*t what thou canft attain, which beft may ferre 115 

To glorify the maker, and' infer 

Thee alfo happier,^ (hall not be w!t|iheld 

Thy hearing, fuch commiiRon from abov« 

I have receiv'd, to anfwer thy defire 

Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abftaitt Jp9 

To aik, nor let thine own invention hope 

Things not reveal'd, which th' invifible King^ 

Only omnifcient, hath fupprefsM in night. 

To none communicable in Earth or Heaven: 

Enough is left befides to fearch and know. 125 

£ut knowledge is as food, and needs no leff 

Her tempYance over appetite, to know 

In meafure what the mind may well contaitt>f 

Opprefl*es elfe with furfeit, and foon turns 

Wifdom tafolly% as nouriihment to wind. 139 

Know then, that after Lucifer from HeaveA 
(So caU him, brighter once amidft the hoil 
Of Angels, than that ftar the ftars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Info hit place, and the great Son returned S3 5 

Viftorious with his Saints, tV omnipotent 
Eternal Father from hi» throne beheld- 
Their multitwdc, and to his Son thus (pake. 

At lead our envious foe hath fail'd, who thou^t 
AH like himielf rebellious, by whofe aid- X46 

This inacceffible high (Irength, the feat 
Of deity fupreme^ us difpo^fs^dy 

Px He 



He truftedtto have feizM, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more; 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I fee 145 

Their ftation, Heav'n yet populous retains 
Number fufficient to poffefs her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With minifteries due and folemn rites : 
But left his hea^ exalt lum in the harm 150 

Already done, to have difpeopled Heav'n, 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe 
Self-loft, .and in a moment will create 
^Bother world, out of one man a race -S55 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 
Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They op^n to themfelves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience try'd, 
lAad Earth be chaug'dto Heav'n, and Heav'n to Eartl^ 
One kingdom, Joy and union witlK)ut en4- 
Mean while inhabit lax, ye Pow'rs of Heaven* 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, fpeak thou, and be k done t 
fi/iy overftiadowing Spi'rit and might wiUi thee ' 165 
I fend along ; . ride forth, apd bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth, 
Boundlefs the deep» becaufe I am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the fpace. 
'/Though I \mcircumfqribM,myfelf retire, . . jyo 

And put not fprth my goodnefs which is free. 
To a6l ornot} nece^ty. and chance t 

: * ;. : Approach 
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Approach not me, and what I will is fate* 

So fpake th* Almighty, and to what he fpakc 
Msfi Word, the filial Godhead, gave effeft. 175 

Immediate are the a6ls of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears . 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive, 
^reat triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, iSo 

When fuch was heard declared th' Almighty's will j , 
Glory they fung to the moft High, good-will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace ; 
Glory to him, whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight iXc 

And th' habitations of the juft 5 to him 
Clory and praife, whofe wifdom had ordain'd 
Good out of evil to create, inftead 
Of Spirits malign a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffufe 190 

%& good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So fan^ the Hierarchies : Mean while the Son 
On his great expedition now appeared. 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of majeHy divine; fapience and love 195 

f nimenfe, and all his Father in him fhone. 
About his chariot numberlcfs were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged SpiVits, and chariots wing'd ' 
From th' aiitioury of God, where ftand of old 206 
IVfynads between two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Againft a folemu day, harnefs'd at hand, 

.P^ . Celcftiia 



«,4 PARADISE LOST, ^ok 

Celeftial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous^ for within them Spirit liv^d. 
Attendant on their Lord : Heaven open'd wide 
Her ever during gates, haimonious found 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 
' On heav'nly ground they ftood, and from the fliorc 
They viewed the vaft immeafurable abyfs 
Outrageous as a fea, dark, wafteful, wild, ^ 
Up from the bottom tumM by funous vnndi 
And furging waves, as mountains, to aflault 
Heav*n's highth, and with the center mix the pol« 
Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, pea 
Said then th' omnific Word, your difcord end 5 
Nor ftay'd, but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn j 
For Chaos heard his voice : him all his train. 
FolIowM in bright proceflion to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then ftay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compafles, prepared 
In God's eternal ftore, to circurafcribo. 
This univerfe, and all created things : 
One foot he centered, and the other turn'4 
Jlonnd through the vaft profundity obfbure, 
And faid. Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds> 
This be thy juft circumference, O world*. 
Thus God the Heav'n created, thus the Earth, 

Ma 
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Matter unform'd and void : Darknefs profound 
Cover'd th' abyfs : but on the watry calm 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outfpread, 233 
And vital virtue' infusM, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mafs, but downward purg'd 
The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 
Adverfe to life : then founded, then conglob'd 
'Like things to like, the I'eft to feveral place 24^ 

Difparted, and between fpun out the air, 
And Earth felf-balanc'd on her center hung. 

Let there be light, faid God, and forthwith light 
Ethereal, firft of things, quintelTence pure 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native eaft 24.5 
To joiumey through the aery gloom began, 
Spher'd in a radiant cloud, for yet the fun 
Was not ; fhe in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojoum'd the while. God faw the light was good 5 
And light from darknefs by the hemifphere 250 

Divided : light the day, and darknefs night 
He nam'd. Thus was the firft day ev'n and morn : 
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the celeftial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld ; 255 

Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth ; with joy and fhout 
The hollow univerfal orb they fill'd, 
And touched their golden harps, and hymning praised 
God and his works. Creator him they fung, 
Both when firft evening was, and when firft mom. 260 

Again, God faid, let there be firmament 
Amid the waters, and let it divide 

P 4 T^^ 
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The waters from the waters : and God made 

The firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparent, elemental air, diffiis'd ^65 

In circuit to the uttermoft convex 

Of this ^reat round : partition firm and fure^ 

The waters underneath from thofe above 

Dividing : for as earth, fo he the world 

Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide tjp 

Chryftallin ocean, and the loud mifrule 

Of Chaos far removM, left fierce extremes 

Contiguous might diftemper the whole frame s 

And Heav'n he nam'd the firmament : So cvea 

,And morning chorus fung the fecond day, ^jif 

The earth was formM, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involved. 
Appeared not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flowed, not idle, but witli wann 
JProlific humor foffning all her globe, %9o 

Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moifture, when God faid^ 
Be gathered now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Jmjnediately the mountains huge appear 285 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds, their tops afcend the Iky ; 
So high as heav'd the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep^ 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they n^ 

Hafted with glad precipitance, uproll'd 
As drops on dult conglobing from the dry j . \ 

' Pit 
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Part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge direft. 
For haile ; fuch fli^t the great command imprefs^d 
On the fwift floods : as armies at the call 995 

pf trumpet (for of armies thou haft heard) 
Troop to their ftandai'd, fo the watry throng. 
Wave roiling after wave, where way they found. 
If fteep, with torrent rapture, if through plaini 
8oft-ebbing; nor withftood them rock or hill, 3od 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With ferpent error wandering, found their way^ 
And on the wafhy oofe deep channels wore j 
Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry, 
AU but within thofe banks, where rivers now 305 
Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train* 
The dry land, earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters he callM feas : 
And faw that it was good, and faid. Let th' earth 
Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 3x0 
And fiiiit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 
Whofe feed is in herfelf upon the earth* 
He fcarce had faid, when the bare earth, till then 
Defert and bare, unfightly, unadorned, 
fraught forth the tender grafs, whofe verdure clad 31 J 
Her univerfal face with pleafant green. 
Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flow'r'd 
Opening their various colors, and made gay 
Her bofom fmelling fweet : and thefe fcaixe blown, 
f o>th flori(h'd thick the ciuftring vine, forth crept 32* 
The fmelling gourd, up ftood the corny reed ^ 

ImbattcJM inher fiqld, and th' humble (hiub, -„ 

^ And 
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And bu(h with firizled hair implicit: laft 
Koie as in dance the ftately trees, and fpread 
^faeir branches hung with copious fruity or gemm*d 
Their bloflbms *. with high woods the hiils were crownMi 
With tufts the ralleys, and each fountain fide^ 
With borders long the riTers : that eardi now 
SeemM like to Heav^n> a feat where Gods might dwel!. 
Or wander with delight, and lore to haunt 330 

Her facred (hades : though God had yet not rained 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the earth a dewy mift 
Went up and watered all the ground, and each 
Flint of the field, which ere it was in th' earth 333 
God made, and every herb, before it grew 
On the green ftem 5 God faw that it was good t 
So ev'n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th' Almighty fpake, Let there be lights 
High in th' expanfc of Heaven, to divide 34^ 

The day from night 5 and let them be for figns. 
For feafons, and for days, and circling years. 
And 4et them be for lights as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven 
To give light on the earth 5 and it was fo. 345 

And God made two great lights, great for their ufc 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day. 
The lefs by night altern 5 and msde the ftars. 
And fet them in the firmament of Heaven 
To' iHuminate the earth, and rule the day \s^ 

In their viciilitude, and rule the night. 
And light from darkaefs^ to dividot God law^ 
- Surveying 



^BookVU. PARADISE LOST. .%i^ 

Surveying his great work, that it was good: 
For of celeftial bodies firft the fun 
•A mighty fphere he fram'd, unlightfome firfty 355 
Xhpugh of ethereal mold : then form'd the moon 
Globofe, and every magnitude of ftars» 
And fow'd with ftars the Heav'n thick as a field t 
Of light by far the greater part he took> 
(Tranfplanted from her cloudy (hrine, and plac'd 3^ 
In the fua'» orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm to retain 
Her gathered beams, great palace now of light* 
Hither as to their fountain other ftars 
Repairing, in their golden urns draw light, 365 

And hence the morning planet gilds her herns; 
By tin£lure or reflection they augment 
Their fmall peculiar, though from hunaan fight 
So far remote, with diminution feen. 
<Piril in his eaft the glorious lamp was feen, 37b 

Kegent of day, and all th* horizon round 
Inve^ed with bright rays, jocond to run 
His longitude through Heav'n's high road ; the gnf 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danced 
"Shedding fweet influence : lefs bright the moon 375 
But oppofit in leveFd weft was fet 
His miiTor, with full face borrowing her light 
From him, for other light /he needed none 
In that afp^Cl, and ftill that diftance keeps 
Till night, then in the eaft her turn (he fhhies, )^ 
Revolv'd on Heav'n's great axle, and her reign 
With thoufand lefler lights dividual hoids^ 

Wltk 



«io PARADISE tbST. iookVlt. 

With thoufand thoxifand ftars, that then appearM 
Spangling the hemifphere : then firft adomM 
With their bright luminaries that fet and rofe, 385 
Glad evening and glad morn crownM the fourth day. 

And God faid. Let the waters generate 
Reptil with fpawn abundant, living foul ; 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 

^ifplayM on the" open firmament of Heaven. 390 

And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And evei-y bird of wing after his kind ; 

;Atid faw that it was good, and blefsM them, faying> 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the feas 
And lakes and running ftreams the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd, on th' earth. 
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay 

^With fry innumerable fwarm, and (hoals 400 

Of fifh that with their fins and fhining fcales 
Glide under the green wave, in fculls tliat oft 
Bank the mid fea : part ilngle or with mat^ 
Graze the fea weed their pafture, and through groves 
Of coral ftray, or fporting with quick glance 405 

Show to the fun their wavM coats dropt with gold. 
Or in their pearly (hells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment, or under rocks their food 
In jointed armour watch : on fmooth the feal^ 

^And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 410 
Wallowing unwieldy', enormous in their gate 
Terapeft the ocean : there leviathan, ^ 

J ; *; Hugeft 
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Hugcft of liring creatures, on the deep 

Stretched like a promontory deeps or fwima 

j^Lnd feems a moving land, and at his gills 41$ 

Drawsin, and at his trunk fpouts out a iea. 

Mean while the tepid caves, and fens and ihores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from th* egg that fooa 

Burfting with kindly rupture forth difclosM 

Their callow young, but feathered foon and fledge 419 

They fumm*d their pens, and foaring th' air fublimc 

With dang defpisM the ground, under a cloud 

In profpe6t j there the eagle and the ftork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build : 

l^art loofly wing the region, part more wife 43 1 

In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way. 

Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth 

Their aery caravan high over feas 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 

Eaijng their flight ; fo (leers the pi-udent crane 439* 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds 5 the air 

Flotes, as they pafs, fann'd with unnumbered plumes i 

From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 

Solaced the woods, and fpread their painted wings 

TiU" cv'n, nor then the folemn nightingale 435 

Ceaj'd warbling, but all night tun'd lier foft lays ; • 

Others on filver lakes and rivers batVd 

Their downy breaftj the fwan with arched neck 

Between her white wings mantling jMToudly, row* 

Her ftate with oary feet j yet oft they quit 44^ 

The dank, and rifrng on ftiff pennons, tower 

The Olid aereal iky ;. Others on ground . 

.. '. '^ ' "^ Walked 
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WalkM firm $ the crefted cock wliofe clanon ibunds 
The filent hours, and di' other whoie gay train 
Adorns him, colorM with the florid hue 44.5. 

Of rainbowf and ftarry^ eyet. The watert thus 
With fiih replenifliMy and the air with fowl,. 
Xvcning and mom fokmnizM the fifth day. 

The iixth, and of creation laft arofe 
With evening harps and matin, when God iaid, 459 
Let th^ earth bring forth foul living in her kind. 
Cattle and creeping things, and beaft of th* earthy 
Each in their kind. The earth obey My and ftrait 
Opening her ferdl womb teem'd at a birth 
Xniiumerous living creatures, perfeft forms, 45) 

LimbM and fall grown : out of the ground op roie 
As from his lair the wild beaft where he wont 
In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den; 
Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walker 
The cattel in the fields and meadows green t 4(4 

Thofe rare and folitary, thcfe in flocks 
Yafturing at once, and in broad herds upfprung. 
The gralTy clods now calv'd, now half appcar'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke fnok bondi. 
And rampant (hakes his brinded mane ; the ovnoe^ 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole . 
Rifing, the crumbled eartb above them threw 
In hillocs : the fwift ftag from under ground 
Boi>e up his branching head: fcarce horn his mold 47c 
Behemoth biggefl; bom of earth npheavM 
His vaftnefs s fleeced l;h« docks and bleatin|^ roft^ 

At 
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As plants : ambiguous between iea aad land 
The riv^ horfe and fcaly crocodile. 
J^ once came forth whatever creeps the ground^ 47J 
Infe6l or worm : thofe wavM their limber fans 
For wings, and fmalleft lineaments exa6^ 
In all the liveries decked of fummer''s pride 
With fpots of gold and purple', azure and green s 
^Thefe as a line their long diraenfion drew, 4S6 

Streaking the ground with flnuous trace j not all 
Minims of nature ; fome of ferpent kind. 
Wondrous in length and coi-pulence, involv'df 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 
The parfimonious emmet, provident 4^5 

Of futui*e, in fmall room large heart Inclosed, 
Pattern of juft equality perhaps 
Hereafter, joln'd in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : fwarming next appear^ 
^The female bee, that feeds her hulband drone 450 
Delicioudy, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey ftorM : the reft are numberlefs. 
And thou their natures know' ft, and gave them names* 
Needlefs to thee repeated ; nor unknown 
The ferpent fubtleft beaft of all the field, 49^ 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen eyen 
And hairy ma9e terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heav'n in all her glory (hone, and roU'd 
Her motions, as the great firft Mover's hand ^om 

Firft wheePd theii- courfe ; earth in her rich attirt 
.Co^fummate lovely fmil'd 3 airi water, earthi 

By 
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By fowl, iiihy bead, was flown, was fwum, was walkM 
Frequent ; and of the fixth day yet remained j 
rThere wanted yet the mafter work> the end 505 

Of all yet done ; a creature who not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but indued 
With fan6Uty of reafon, might ereft 
His Aature, and upright with front ferene 
govern the reft, felf- knowing, and from thence 510 
Magnanimous to correspond with Heaven, 
But gi-ateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Defcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 
Direfted in devotion, to adore 

,And worfhip God fupreme, who made him chief 515 
'of all his works : therefore th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father (for where is not he 
Prefcnt?) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitude, and let them rule 510 

'Over the fifh and fowl of fea and air, 
Beaft of the field, and over all the earth, 
And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This faid, he fonn'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Duft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breathed 515 
The breath of life ; in his own image he 
Created thee, in the image of God 
Exprefs, and thou becam'ft a living foul. 
Male he created thee, but thy confort 
Female for race ; then blefs*d mankind, and faid, 53,0 
•fee fruitful, multiply, and the earth, 
Subdue it^ and throughout dominion hold 

; Over 
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Over fi(h of the fea, and fowl of tV air. 
And every living thing that moves on th* earth. 
Wherever thus created, for no place 535 

Is yet diftin6l by name, thence, as thou know'ft, 
.He brought thee into this delicious grove, 
This garden, planted with the trees of God, 
Delegable both to behold and talle 5 
And freely all their pleafant fi-uit for food 540 

Gave thee ; all forts are here that all th' earth yields 
Variety without end ; but of the tree, 
Which tailed works knowledge of good and evil. 
Thou may'ft not j in the day thou eat'ft, thou dy'ft 5 
Death is the penalty imposed, beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite, left Sin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendent Death. 

Here finifh'd he, and all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So ev'n and morn accomplifli'd the fixth day 1 550 

Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, though unweaiied, up retum'd. 
Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode. 
Thence to behold this new created world 
Th'* addition of his empire, how it fliow'd 555 

In profpefl from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode 
Followed with acclamation and the found 
Symphonicus of ten thoufand harps tliat tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 360 

Refounded, (thou remember'ft, for thou heardft) 
The Heav'ns and all the conftellations mng, 

Vx)L, I. Q^ Th« 
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The planets in their ftation lift^ning ftood. 

While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 

Open, ye cverlafting gates, they fung, 565 

Open, yc Heavens, your living doors j let in 

The great Creator from his work retum'd 

Magnificent, his fix days work, a world ; 

Open, and henceforth oftj for God will deign 

To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men 570 

Delighted, and with frequent intercourfc 

Thither will fend his winged meffengerg 

On eiTands of fupcmal grace. So fung 

The glorious train afcending : He through Heaven, 

That opeuM wide her blazing portals, led, 575 

To God's eternal houfe direft the way, 

A broad and ample road, whofe duft is gold 

And pavement ilars, as ftars to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaxy, that milky way, 

Which nightly as a circling zone thou feeft 580 

Powder'd with ftars. And now on earth the ferenth 

Evening arofe in Eden, for the fun 

Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on. 

Forerunning night j when at the holy mount 

Of Heaven's high feated top, th' imperial throne 5S 

Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and fure. 

The filial Pow'r arriv'd, and fat him down 

With his great Father, for he alfo went 

Invifible, yet ftay'd, (fuch privilege 

Hath Omniprefence) and the work ordainM, 5 

Author ahd end of all things, and from work 

l^ow refling, blcfsM and hallow'd the fev'nth day. 
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As refting on that day from all his work, 

But not in filence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and refted not, the folemn pipe, 595 

And dulcimer, all organs of fweet ftop, 

All founds on fret by ftring or golden wire 

TempcrM foft tunings, intermixM with voice 

Choral or unifon : of incenfe clouds 

Fuming from golden cenfers hid the mount. 600 

Creation and the fix days afts they fung, 

Great arc thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow'r j what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 

Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 

Thin from the giant Angels 5 thee that day 605 

Thy thunders magnify M 5 but to create 

Is greater than created to deftroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ? cafily the proud attempt 

Of Spi^rits apoftate and their counfels vain '619 

Thou haft repell'd, while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminifh, and from thee withdraw 

The number of thy worfliipers. Who feeks 

To leflen thee, againft his purpofe fcrves 

To manifeft the more thy might: his evil 615 

Thou lifeft, and from thence creat'ft more good. 

Witnefs this new-made world, another Heaven 

From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline,* the glafly fea ; 

Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with ftars 629 

Numerous, and every ftar perhaps a world 

Of deilin'd habitation j but thou know'ft 

Qji Their 



22S PARADISE LOST. Book VIL 

Their feafons : among thefe the feat of Men, 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfas'd. 
Their pleafant dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men, 
And fons of Men, whom God hath thus advanc'd. 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worfhip him, and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in fea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worfhipers 630 

Holy and juft : thrice happy if they know 
Their happinefs, and perfevere upright. 
So fung they, and the empyrean nmg 
With halleluiahs : Thus was fabbath kept. 
And thy requeft think now fulfill'd, that afk'd 635 
How firft this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was don* 
From the beginning, that pofterity 
Inform'd by thee might know ; if elfe thou ieek^ft 
Ought, not furpai&ng human meafure, iky. (40 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Adam inquires concerning celeftial motions, is doubt- 
fully anfwer'd, and exhorted to fearch rather things 
moi-c worthy of knowledge : Adam aflents j and, 
ftill defirous to detain Raphael, relates to him what 
he remembered fmce his own creation, his placing 
in Paradife, his talk with God concerning folitude 
and fit fociety, his firft meeting and nuptials with 
Eve, his difcourfe with the Angel thereupon j who 
sifter admonitions repeated departs. 
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TH E Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him ftill fpeaking, ftill ftood fix'd to hear ; 
Then as new wak'd thus gi-atefully reply'd. 

What thanks fufficient, or what rccompenfe 5 

Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Hiftorian, who thus largely haft allay'd 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and vouchfaf 'd 
This friendly condefcenfion to relate 
Things elfe by me unfearchable, now heai'd 10 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With gloiy attributed to the high 
Creator ? fomething yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy folution can refolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 45 

Of Heav'n and Earth confifting, and compute 
Their magnitudes, this earth, a fpot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compar'd 
And all her numbered ftars, that feem to roll 
Spaces incomprehenfible (for fuch ao 

Their diftance argues and their fwift return 
Diurnal) merely to officiate light 

0^4. Round 
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Round this opacous earth, this puiiclual fpot, 

One day and night, in all their vaft furvey 

Ufelefs befides ; reafoning I oft admire, 25 

How nature wife and fnigal could commit 

Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater fo manifold to this one ufe. 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impofe 30 

Such reitlefs revolution day by day 

Repeated, while the fedentary earth, 

That better might with far lefs compafs move, 

Scrv'd by more noble than herfelf, attains 

Her end witliout lead motion, and receives, 35 

As tiibute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought 

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light ; 

Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So fpake our fire, and by his countenance feem'd 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe, which Eve 40 
Perceiving where fhe fat retir'd in fight. 
With lowlinefs majeftic from her feat, , 
And grace that won who faw to wifli her ftay, 
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To viflt how they profper'd, bud and bloom, 45 

Her nurfery ; they at her coming fprung. 
And touched by her fair tendence gladlier grew.. 
Yet went ihe not, as not with fuch difcourfe^ 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : fuch pleafure ihe refcrv'd, 50 

Adam relating, ihs fole auditrefs : 
Her hufband the relator flie preferr'd 

Before 
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Before the Angel, and of him to aik 

Chofe rather ; he, fhe knew, would intermix 

Grateful digreflions, and folve high difpute 55 

With conjugal careffes ; from his lip 

Not words alone pleas'd her. O when meet now 

Such pairs, in love and mutual honor joinM ? 

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth fhe went. 

Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 

A pomp of winning graces waited ftill, 

And from about her lliot darts of dcfire 

Into all eyes to wifli her ftill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt propose 

Benevolent and facil thus reply'd. 65 

To afk or fearch I blame thee not, for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee fet. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His feafons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 7« 
Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the reft 
From Man or Angel the great Architeft 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire; or, if they lift to try 75 

Conje6lure, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the ftars, how they will wield 89 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To favc appearances, how gird the fphere 

With 
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With centric and eccentric fcribled o*er, 

Cyrle and epicycle, orb in orb : 

Already by thy reafoning this I guefs, I5 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and fuppofeft 

That bodies bright and greater fliould not fenre 

The lefs not bright, nor Heaven Aich journeys run« 

Earth fitting ftill, when (he alone receives 

The benefit : confider firft, that great 9< 

Or bright infers not excellence : the earth 

Though, in comparifon of Heaven, fo fmall. 

Nor glift'ring, may of folid good contain 

More plenty than the fun that barren fhines, 

Whofe virtue on itfelf works no effect, 9 

But in the fruitful earth; there firft received 

His beams, una^live elfe, their vigor find. 

Yet not to earth are thofe bright luminaries 

Officious, but to thee earth's habitant. 

And for the Heav'n's wide circuit, let it fpeak xo( 

The Maker's high magnificence, who built 

So fpacious, and his line fh-etch'd out fo far ; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own 5 

An edifice too large for him to fill, 

Lodg'd in a fmall partition, and the reft so 

Ordain'd for ufes to his Lord beft known. 

The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attribute. 

Though- numberlcfs, to his omnipotence. 

That to corporeal fubftances could add 

Speed alrhoft fpiritual ; me thou think'ft not flow, u 

Who fince the morning ^our fet out from Heaven 

Where God refidcs, and ere mid-day arriv'd 
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Iq Eden, didance inexpreffible 

By numbers that have name. But this I urge. 

Admitting motion in the Heav'ns, to (how siS 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it movM ; 

Not that I Co aHirm, though fo it feem 

To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth. 

God to remove his ways from human fenfe, 

Plac'd Heav'n from Earth fo far, that earthly fight. 

If it prcfume, might err in things too high, 

And no advantage gain. What if the fua 

Be center to the world, and other ftars 

By his attractive virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 115 

Their wand'ring courfe now high, now low, then hid, 

Progreflive, retrograde, or flanding itill. 

In fix thou feeft, and what if fev'nth to thefc 

The planet earth, fo ftedfaft though (he feem, 

Infenfibly three different motions move ? 1 30 

Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribe, 

Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities, 

Or feve the fun his labor, and that fwift 

No6himal and diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 

Invifible elfe above all ftars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night ; which needs not thy belief. 

If earth induftrious of herfelf fetch day 

Traveling caft, and with her part averfe 

From the fun's beam meet night, her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 140 

Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous air. 

To the tcrreftrial moon be as a ftar 

Inlightnin 
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Inllghtning her by day, as (he by night 

This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there. 

Fields and inhabitants : Her fpots thou feed 

As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produc 

Fruits in her foftenM foil, for fome to cat 

Allotted there ; and other funs perhaps 

With their attendent moons thou wilt defcry 

Communicating male and female light. 

Which two great fexes animate the world, 

StorM in each orb perhaps with fome that live. 

For fuch vaft room in nature unpoffefsM 

By living foul, defert and defolate, 

Only to ihine, yet fcarce to contribute 

Each orb a glimpfe of light, conveyM fo far 

Down to this habitablcy^hich returns 

Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 

But whether thus thefe things, or whether not. 

Whether the fun predominant in Heaven 

Rife on the earth, or earth rife on the fun. 

He from the eail his flaming road begin. 

Or (he from weft her filent courfe advance 

With inofFenfive pace that fpinning fleeps 

On her foft axle, while flie paces even. 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along, 

Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 

Leave them to God above, him fervc and fear ; 

Of other creatures, as him pleafes beft, 

Wherever plac'd, let him difpofc : joy thou 

In what he gix-es to thee, tliis Paradife 

And thy fair Eve j Heav'n is for thee too high 
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to know what pafles there j be lowly wife : 
Think only what concerns thee and thy being 5 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures thei-c 175 
Live, in what ftate, condition or degree. 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth only but of highcft Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, cleared of doubt, reply 'd. 
How fully haft thou fatisfy*d me, pure iS« 

Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel ferenc. 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The eafieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far o6Fall anxioois caies, 1S5 

And not moleft us, unlefs we ourfelves 
Seek there with wand'ring thoughts, and notions vain.. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end j 
Till warnM, or by experience taught, Ihe kam, 19^ 
That not to know at large of things reniote 
From ufe, obfcure and fubtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wifdom j what is more, is fume. 
Or eroptinefs, or fond impertinence, 195 

And renders us in things that moft concern 
Unpra6lisM, unprepared, and ftill to feek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
Ufcful, whence haply mention may arife 200 

Of fomething not unfeafonable to aflc 
By fufTerance^ and thy -wonted favor deigned. 

Thie 
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Thee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance : now hear me relate 

My ftory, which perhaps thou haft not heard ; %o$ 

And day is not yet fpent ; till then thou feeft 

How fubtly to detain thee I devife. 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate. 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy reply : 

For while I fit with thee, I feem in Heaven, ftia 

And Tweeter thy difcourfe is to my ear 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleafanteft to thirft 

And hunger both, from labor, at the hour 

Of fweet repaft $ they fatiate, and foon fill 

Though pleafanty but thy words with grace divine 

Imbued, bring to their fweetnefs no fatiety. 

To whom thus Raphael anfwer'd heavenly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men. 
Nor tongue ineloquent | for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pourM sio 

Inward and outward both, his image fair : 
Speaking or mute all comelinefs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms f 
Nor lefs think we in Heaven of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow- fervant, and inquire 225 

Gladly into the ways of God with Man : 
For God we fee hath honored thee, and fct 
On Man his equal lo^e : fay therefore on ; 
For I that day vras abfent, as befel, 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, 230 

Far on excurfion tow'ard the gates of Hell j 
Squared in full legion (fuch command we had) 

To 
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To fee that none thence liTued forth a fpy. 

Or enemy, while God was in his work. 

Left he incens'd at fuch eruption bold, a 35 

Deftruftion with creation might have mixM. 

Not that they durft without his leave 9tttm^, 

But as he fends upon his high beheftt 

For ftate, as Sovran King, and to inure 

Oor prompt obedience. Faft we found, faft fhut 14^ 

The difmal gates, and banicado'd ftrong | 

But long ere our approaching heard within 

Noife, other than the found of dance or fong. 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we rctum'd up to the coafts of light 3145 

Ere fabbath evening : fo we had in charge. 

But thy relation now j for I attend^ 

Pleased with thy words no lefs than thou with mine. 

So fpakc the Godlike Pow'r, and thus our fire. 
For Man to tell how human life began 250 

Is hard j for who himfelf beginning knew ? 
Defu-e with thee ftill longer to converfe 
Induced me. As new wak'd from foundeft fleep 
Soft on the flow*ry herb I found me laid 
In balmy fweat, which with his beams the fun 255 
Soon dryM, and on the reaking moifture fed. 
Strait toward Heav'n my wondering eyes I tum'd. 
And gaz'd a while the ample iky, till raisM 
By quick inftinftive motion up I fpnmg. 
As thitherward endevoring, and upright 260 

Stood on my feet ; about me round I faw 
liill, dale, and fhady woods, and funny plains, 

And 



«4JO PARADISE LOST. BookVIUi 

And liquid lapfe of raunn'ring ftreams ; by thcfe, «[ 

Creatures that liv'd and raovM, and vvaikM, or flew,. - 

Birds on the branches wai'bling $ all things fmilM, 265 

With fragrance and with joy my heart o'erflow'd, ^ 

Myfelf I then perus'd, and limb by limb •', 

Sui*vey'd, and fometimes went, and fometimes ran. 

With fupple joints, as lively vigor led : 

Jut who I was, or where, or from what caufe, «70i 

Knew not J to fpeak I try'd, and foi:thwith fpake^ 

My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

Whatever X faw. Thoi^ Sun, faid I, fair light. 

And thou inlighten'd Earth, fo frefh and gay. 

Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 1 

And ye that live and move, fair Creatures tell. 

Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here ? 

Not of myfelf ; by fomc great Maker then. 

In goodnefs and in pow'r praeeminent 5 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 180 

From \yhom I have that thus I move and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know. 

While thus I call'd, and ttray'd I knew not whither, 

From where I firft drew air, and firft beheld 

This happy light, when anlwer none retum'd 285 

On a green ihady bank profufe of flowers 

Pcnfive I fat me down j there gentle fleep 

Firft found me, and with foft opprefliion feis'd 

My droufed fenfe, untroubled, though I thought 

I then was pafling to my former ftate 290 

Infenfible, and forthwith to diflblve : 

When fuddenly ftcod at my head a dream, 

^Whoft 
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■Whofe inward apparition gently mov'd 
My fancy to believe I yet had being. 
And liv'd t One came, methought, of (hape divine, 
^]id faid. Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, rife, 
Firft Msn, of men innumerable ordainM 
Firft Father, calPd by thee I come thy guide 
To the garden of blifs, thy feat preparM. 
So fayinj^, by the hand he took me faisM, 300 

And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth Aiding without ftep, laft led me up 
A woody mountain 5 whofe high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, inclos'd, with goodlieft trees 
Planted, with walks, and bow'rs, that what I faw 305 
Of tearth before fcarce pleafant feem'd. Each tree 
Loaden with faireft fruit that hung to th' eye . , , 
Tempting, ftirr'd in me fudden appetite 
To pluck and eat ; whereat I wakM, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Ha4 lively fhadowM : Here had new begun 
My wandering, had not he who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 
Prefence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe. 
In adoration at his feet I fell 315 

Submifs : he rear'd me', and Whomthoufought'ftlam, 
Said mildly, Author of all this thou feeft 
Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 
This Farad ife I give thee, count it thine 
To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat ; 320 

Of every tree that in the garden grow5 
Vol. I. R Eat 




i4» PARADISE LOST. Book ' 

Eat freely with glad heart ) fear IlM no dearth : 
But of the tree whofe operation bruEt 
Knowledge of good and ill, which 1 1 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith» 
Amid the garden by the tree of lifie^ 
Remember what I warn thee, (hun to tafte. 
And fliun the bitter confequence : for know^ ^ ox 
The day thou eat^ft thereof, my fole commaadt ( 
Tranfgrefs'd, inevitably thou (halt die, v f 

From that day mortal, and this happy ftate 
Shalt lofe, expell'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and forrow. Sternly ht pronounc*^ 
The rigid interdiction, which rebounds . . 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my dfote 
Not to incur j but foon his dear afpe6i i.: ., 
RetumM, and gracious purpofe thus rene 
Not only thefe fair bounds, but all the < 
To thee and to thy race I givej as lords 
PofTefs it, and all things that therein live. 
Or live in fea, or air, beaft, fiih» and fow]» 
In fign whereof each bird and beaft behold 
After their l^inds ^ I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With bw fubjeftion | underftand the fame 
Of fifh within their watry refidence. 
Not hither fummon'd, fince they cannot change 
Their element to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he fpake, each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching two and two, theie OQwring low 
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blandiihmenf^ach bird fioopM on his wing, 
f d them, M fflfey pafs'd, and underftood 
' natigpf'^MM fuch knowledge God indued 
iddip apprehenfion : but in thefe 
i^^JEt what methought I wanted ftill ) 355 

to the heay'nly viiion thus prefumM. 
»y what name, for thou above all thefe, 
e mankind, or ought than mankind higher, 
BTeft fu my naming, how may I 
i thee. Author of this univerfe, 36* 

ill tiiit good to man ? for whofe well-being 
•ly, and with hands fo liberal 
aft provided all things : but with me 
It who partakes. In folitude 
appioefs, who can enjoy alone, 365 

ijoyM^, what contentment find f 
|.prePmptuous ; and the vifion bright, 
ile more brightened, thus reply'd. 
iirft thou folitude ? is not the earth 
ious living creatures, and the air 370 

M, and all thefe at thy command 
and play before thee ? know'fl thou not 
guage and their ways ? they alfo know. 
Ton not contemptibly ; with thefe 
ime, and bear rule ; thy realm is large, 371 
the univerfal Lord, and feem'd 
g. I with kasft of fpcech implor'd, 
ble deprecation thus replyM. 
my words offend thee, heav'nly Power, 

R a My 
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My maker, be propitious while I ^ak. 3& 

Haft thou not made me here thy AibfBtute, 
And thefe inferior far beneath me fet ^ v 
Among unequals what fociety , . . ,. 

Can fort, what harmony or tiue delight > \ ; 
Which muft be mutual, in proportion due ,.. )l 
Giv'n and receiv'd ; but in diiparity 
The one intenfe, the other ftill remifs . 

Cannot well fuit with either, but foon prove , / 
Tedious alike: Of fcllowihip I fpeak . '} s i' 

Such as I feek, fit to participate , ■ 4> 

All rational delight, wherein the brute ^. . 

Cannot be human confort J they rejoice .' ^ 

Each with their kind, lion with lionefs j . Jt^, 

So fitly them in pairs thou haft combin'^dj • ' 

Much lefs can bird with beaft, or fiih with &wl * 39 
So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape j ^^ -^ 

Worfe then can man with beaft, and leaft oif ^•Z 

Whereto th' Almighty anfwer'd not difpleaiNlt' 
A nice and fubtle happinefs I fee 
Thou to thyfelf propofeft, in Ae choice 40 

Of thy aflbciates, Adam, and wilt tafte 
No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitary. 
What think'ft thou then of me, and this my ftate? 
Seem I to thee fufficiently poflfefs'd 
Of happinefs, or not ? who am alone 40 

From all eternity, for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much lefs. 
How have I then with whom to hold converfe 

Saf 
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th the creatures which I made, and thofe 

inferior, infinite defcents 41© 

I what other creatures are to thee ? 

;as\l, I lowly anfwer'd. To attain 

;hth and depth of thy eternal ways 

nan thoughts come (hori, Supremi of things; 

n thyfplf art perfeft, and in thee 415 

ificience found ; not fo is Man, 

degree, the caufe of his defire ' • 

v^erfation with his like to help, 

:e his defers. No need that thou 

1 propagate, already infinite, 410 

rough all numbers abfolute, though one 5 

m by number is to manifcft 

jle imperfeftion, and beget 

his like, his image multiply'*d, 
y defc6live, which requires 425 

ral love, and deareft amity, 
n thy feci-efy although alone, 
th thyfelf accompanied, feek'ft not 
rommunication, yet fo pleas'd, 
aife thy creature to what highth thou wilt 439 
an or communion, dcify'd ; 
nverfing cannot thefe ereft 
rone, nor in their ways complacence find. 

im'oolJcn'd fpake, and freedom us'd 
ivc, and acceptance found, which gain'd 435 
ifwcr from the gracious voice divine. 
3 fur to try tiiee, Adam, I was picas "d, 

I^ 3 • And 
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And find thee knowing not of beafts alone, 
Which thou haft rightly nam*d> but of thyfelf, 
ExpreiCng well the fpiVit within thee free, ^ 

My image, not imparted to the brute, 
"Whofe feliowfliip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reafoi^was thou freely ihouldft diflike^ 
And be fo minded ftill $ I, ere thou fpak'ft. 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 4. 

And no fuch company as then thou faw^ft 
Intended thee, for trial only brought. 
To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet: 
What next I bring (hall pleafe thee, be afliirM, 
Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 4 

Thy wifli exa6lly to thy heart's defire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav'nly overpowered. 
Which it had long ftood under, ftrainM to th" hight 
In that celeftial colloquy fublime, 4 

Ajb with an objeft that excels the fenfc 
Dazled and fpent, funk down, and fought repair 
Of fleep, which inftantly fell on me, callM 
By nature as in aid, and closM mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 4 

Of fancy my internal fight, by which 
Abftraft as in a trance methought I faw. 
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the (hape 
Still glorious before whom awake I ftood; 
Who ftooping open'd my left fide, and took 4 

From thence a rib, with cordial fpirits warm, 

A 
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And life-blood ftreaming frefh ; wide was the wound^ 

But fuddenly with flefli filPd up and heal'd : 
[ *T)it rib he formM and faihion'd with his hands j 
Under his forming hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike, but different fex, fo lovely fair. 
That what feem'd fair in all the world, fcem'd now 
Mean, or in her fumm*d up, in her contain^ 
And in her looks, which from that time infu«''d 
Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things from her air infpirM 
The fpi'iit of love and amorous delight. 
She difappear'd, and left me dark ; I wak'd 
To find her, or for ever to deplore 
Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure : 4S0 

When out of hope, behold her, not far off. 
Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn'd 
With what all Earth or Heaven could bcftow 

To make her amiable : On fhe came, 

Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unfeen, 485 

And guided by his voice, nor uninforih'd 

Of nuptial fan^lity and marriage rites < 

Grace was in all her fleps, Heav'n in her eye. 

In every gefture dignity and love. 

I overjoyM could not forbear aloud. 490 

This turn hath made amends ; thou haft fulfilled 

Thy wprds. Creator bounteous and benign. 

Giver of all things fair, but faireft this 

Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee 

Bone of my bone, flelh of my flelh, myfclf 495 

R 4 Before 



H« PARADISE LOST. Biok Vill 

Bcfoi*e mcj Woman is her name, of Man 
Extracted ; for this caufe he Aiall forego 
Father and mother, and to' his wife adhere; 
And they {hall be one flefli, one heart, one foul. 

She heard me thus, and though divinely brought, 
Yet innocence and virgin modefty. 
Her virtue and the confcience of her worth. 
That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won, 
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retir'd. 
The more defirable, or to fay all, 505 

Nature herfeif, though pure of fmful thought. 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, (he tum'd ; 
I followed her, fhe what was honor knew. 
And with obfequious majefty approved 
My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bower 5x0 

I led her bluftiing like the mom : all Heaven, 
And happy conftellations on that hour 
Shed their feledeft influence 5 the earth 
Gave fign of ^ratulation, and each hill 5 
Joyous the birds; frefti gales and gentle airs 515 

WhifperM ir to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofc, flung odors from the fpicy flinib, 
Difporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal, and bid hafte the evening ftar 
On this hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 520 

Thus have I told thee all my ftate, and brought 
My ftory to the fum of eaithly blils 
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 
In all things elfe delight indeed, but fuch 

As 
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As usM or not, works in the mind no change^ 525 

Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 

I mean of tafte, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers^ 

Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here 

Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranfported touch ; here paflion firft I felt, 530 

Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments clfe 

Superior and unmov'd, here only weak 

Againft the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 

Or nature fail'd in me, and left fome part 

Not proof enough fuch object to fuftain, 535 

Or from my fide fubdufting, took perhaps 

More than enough 5 at leaft on her beftow'd 

Too much of ornament, in outward fliow 

Elaborate, of inward lefs exa6^. 

For well I underftand in the prime end 540 

Of nature her th** inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which moft excel. 

In outward alfo her refembling lefs 

His image who made both, and lefs exprefling 

The charafter of that dominion given 545 

O'er other creatures ; yet when I approach 

Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute fiie feems 

And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 

Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay. 

Seems wi fell, virtuoufeft, difirreeteft, beftj 550 

All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 

Degraded, wifdom in difcourfe with her 

Lofes difcountenancM, and like folly ihows ; 

Authority 
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Authority and reafoa on her wait. 
As one intended BrA, not after made 
Occafionally ; and to confummate all, 
Greatnefs of mind» and noblenefs their (eat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placed. 

To whom the Angel with contra6Ud brow. 
Accufe not nature, /he hath done her part $ 
Do thou but thine, add be not diffident 
Of wifdom, flie deferts thee not, if thou 
Diimirs not her, when moft thou need'ft her nig 
By attributing over much to things 
Lefs excellent, as thou thyielf perceiv'ft. 
For what admir'ft thou, what tranfports thee fo, 
An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherifhing, thy honoring, and thy love. 
Not thy fubjeflion j weigh with her thyfelf j 
Then value : Oft-times nothing pro&ts more 
Than felf-efteem, grounded on juft and right 
Well managed j of that (kill the more thou kno' 
The more (he will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her (hows t 
Made fo adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that virith honor thou may^ft love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen leaft wi 
But if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated feem fuch dear delight 
Beyond all other, think the fame vouch(af 'd 
To cattel and each beaft i vdiich would not be 
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To tbem made common and divulg'd, if ought 

Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 

The foul of man, or paifion in him move. 585 

^hat high^er in her iociety thou And*ft 

fVttra^live, human, rational, love ftill ; 

[n loving thou doft well, in paflion not. 

Wherein true love confifts not j love refines 

The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his {eat 590 

[n reason, and is judicious, is the fcale 

}y which to heav'nly love thou may^ft afcend, 

^ot funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 

\mong the beafts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abafliM Adam reply'd. 595 

"leithcr her outfide formed fo fair, nor ought 
n procreation common to all kinds 
Though higher of the genial bed by far, 
\.nd with myfterious reverence I deem) 
o much delights me, as thofe graceful a£lS) 600 

rhofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
'rom all her words and a6Uons mixM with love 
^nd fweet compliance, which declare unfeigned 
Tnion of mind, or in us both one foul $ 
larmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

•lore grateful than hai'monious found to th' ear. 
fet thefe fubje6]t not 5 I to thee difclofe 
Vhat inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'dy 
Vho meet with various obje6Vs, from the fcnfe 
^aiioufly reprefentingi yet ftill free 610 

Ipprove tlie beft^ and follow what I approve « 

To 
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To love thou blam'ft me not, for love thou fay'ft 
Leads up to HeRv'n, is both the way and guide ; 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I aflc ; 
Love not the heav'nly Spi'rits, and how their love 6i| rr^x 
Exprefs they, by looks only', or do they mix q^q 

Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? c*j 

To whom the Angel with a fmile that glow'd G-i 

Celeftial rofy red, love's proper hue, 1" 

Anfwer'd. Let it fuffice thee that thou know'ft 6zo '^ 
Us happy', and without love no happinefs. 1 ^ 

Whatever pure thou in the body' enjoy' ft 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In* eminence, and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclufive bars 5 625 
Eafier than air with air, if Spi'rits embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Deliring ; nor reftrain'd conveyance need 
As flefh to mix with fleih, or foul with foul. 
But I can now no more j the parting fun 630 

Beyond the earth's green Cape and verdant lies 
Hefperian fets, my fignal to depart. 
Be ftrong, live happy', and love, but firft of all 
Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command ; take heed left paflion fway 635 
Thy judgment to do ought, which elfe free will 
Would not admit ; thine and of all thy fons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware. 
I in thy perfevering fhall rejoice. 
And all the Bleft : ftand faft j to ftand or fall 646 

Jret 
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Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 
Perfe£l within, no outward aid require j 
And all temptation to tranfgrcfs repel. 

So faying, he arofej whom Adam thus 
Followed with benediction. Since to part, 64.5 

Go heav'nly Gueft, ethereal Meffenger, 
Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condefcenfion, and ftiall be"" honor'd ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind 650 

Be good and friendly ftill, and oft i-etum. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick fhade, and Adam to his bower. 
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